The University of Maine

DigitalCommons@UMaine
Electronic Theses and Dissertations

Fogler Library

6-1931

Cross Section of Maine History at the Time of the
Separation from Massachusetts
Harold Howard Inman
University of Maine

Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/etd
Part of the United States History Commons
Recommended Citation
Inman, Harold Howard, "Cross Section of Maine History at the Time of the Separation from Massachusetts" (1931). Electronic Theses
and Dissertations. 2747.
http://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/etd/2747

This Open-Access Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by DigitalCommons@UMaine. It has been accepted for inclusion in Electronic
Theses and Dissertations by an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@UMaine. For more information, please contact
um.library.technical.services@maine.edu.

A CROSS SECTION
of
MAINE HISTORY
at
THE TIME OF THE SEPARATION
from
MASSACHUSETTS

A THESIS
Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the
Requirements for the Degree of
Master of Arts (in History and Government)

by
HAROLD HOWARD INMAN
B.A.. University of Maine, 1930

University of Maine
Orono
June, 1931

H A M P S H IR E
N E W
F
PAR
TO

MILES
—

o

EXPLANATIONS
—
SCALEO F
— » —

A
T
L
A
N
T
IC

O
C
E
A
N

STATE OFMAINE

TABLE OF CONTENTS
Page
Map I

Frontispiece

Introduction ...........................................
Chapter

I.

The Separation

Chapter

................................
II. Government
...................
The Constitution
The First State Government ...........
The Court S y s t e m .....................
Some Characteristic L a w s .............
The Law y e r s ..........................
Finances of the State Government . . .
The M i l i t i a ..........................

............................

Chapter III. The P o p u l a t i o n ..................... . . . .
Map II

1
4
16
16
21
25
28
33
50
54
58

Chapter

IV. C o m m e r c e ...................................
General Survey .......................
.....................
Marine Journals
Current Prices .......................
Typical Advertisements ...............

78
78
98
102
109

Chapter

V.

Agriculture ................................

118

Chapter

VI. Manufacturing ..............................

137

Chapter

V I I .R e l i g i o n ..................................... 146
146
General Survey .......................
B a p t i s t ................................ 147
C h r i s t i a n .............................. 152
Congregationalist
...................
153
E p i s c o p a l .............................. 154
German Lutheran
.....................
155
M e t h o d i s t .............................. 155
Presbyterian ..........................
158
Q u a k e r ...................................159
Roman C a t h o l i c .......................... 159
S h a k e r ...................................159
Universalist ..........................
160
160
Missionary Societies .................
Bible S o c i e t i e s ..............
162

INTRODUCTION
This paper is intended to present a picture of Maine
as it was in 1820, at the time of the separation from Massachusetts.
I have endeavored to give a cross-section of the state just at
the time it was taking a place among the more mature council,
known as the United States.

Maine had been for a long time under

the tutelage of Massachusetts, but now felt able to strike out on
its own.
In 1820 Maine presents an interesting picture.

It is a

good period of which to make a sketch for the state was entering
upon the new and leaving the old behind.
would offer with a similar pioture to-day.

What a contrast it
More and more we

understand what foundation we have to build upon, as the spectacle
passes before our eyes.

It is interesting to note the government;

the courts and the lawyers; the status of the population and the
number of towns; the condition of commerce, business, agriculture
and manufacturing; the prevalence of religion and education;
the development of music; the progress of medicine and the number
of doctors; the extent of travel and the mail system; the amusements and entertainments; and the countless things by which one
rates the civilization and culture of a period.

One can almost

see the people themselves as he reads of what they wore, what
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they ate, what they drank, what they did, and where they went.
In every way possible, through statistics, maps,
personal references, advertisements and notices from newspapers,
programs of entertainments, descriptions and mere records of
events, the attempt has been made to conjure a picture of Maine
and Maine people, as they went about their daily life in 1820.
Although the above date has been made the focal point, events in
the immediate vicinity of 1820 have been included, when they have
helped to make the picture more complete.
Particular emphasis has been laid upon the religious,
educational, musical, medical and social sides.

These points are

vital elements in the life of a people and rightfully take prominent
places in the forthcoming picture.
In 1820 one sees Maine as she was after the disastrous
years of the embargo, the war of 1812, the "summerless year"
(1816), and the "Ohio Fever".1

She was just settling down, after

the intense excitement of separation and the Missouri Compromise,
to one of her most prosperous decades, namely, from 1820 to 1830.
All of her most important industries, such as ship-building,
commeroe, lumbering and fishing were in full swing.

The newspapers

reveal all those things to our gaze and in addition enable us to
catch a glimpse of the people themselves.

10f. nost p. 60.
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Men were becoming more and more cognizant of the need
for better educational facilities, hence the Maine Education Law
of 1821.
interest.

Health and medicine became factors of increasing
As a result stricter standards were demanded for

doctors and a medical school was established at Bowdoin.
same was true in other fields of interest.

The

Through a survey of

Maine’s people and their activities, one can learn Maine's
calibre in 1820.

As Williamson says:

MIn every community the

form and features of government, its military and fiscal system,
the education, religion, employments, institutions, and domestic
life of the people, are obviously the lights or shades that give

it character".^

^Williamson, William D., History of the State of Maine from its
First Disoovery. A.D. 1602. to the Separation. A.D.
1820 Inclusive. Hallowell, Me., 1832, Vol. II, p. 680.
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CHAPTER I.
i
THE SEPARATION
In 1819 with everything flourishing and a goodly population organized into a large number of towns and counties, it is
not strange that the District of Maine aspired to become a state.
As early as 1785 the measure had been agitated.
conventions had been held in its interest, —

Also several

one at Brunswick in

1816 fell but little short of accomplishing its object.1

In the

spring of 1819 the movement started again, gathering more strength
2
than had any previous movement in this direction.
At this time
instead of one newspaper, as at the first attempt, there were six,
three of which favored separation from Massachusetts while the
other three were opposed.^
A Committee of the Maine members of the General Court
issued an address to the people urging them to select representatives favorable to separation, and urged the towns to present

1Varney, George J., The Young Peopled History of Maine, Portland,
Me., 1873, p. 240.
o
Sprague, John F., Sprague^ Journal of Maine History, Dover, Me.,
Vol. VIII, p. 13.
^Whitmore, Albert A., Separation of Maine from Massachusetts,
Orono, Me., 1917 ^unpublished thesis), p. 17. The papers
were American Advocate, Bangor Register,and Eastern Argus
in favor, and Hallowell Gazette, Kennebunk Visitor, and
Portland Gazette opposed.
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petitions.

The people responded to this address and all the

senators elected were in favor of separation as well as 114 out
of 127 representatives.
house in May, 1819.4

Petitions began to pour into the state

They numbered 130 for separation against

5 opposed.
Sentiment of the period opposing the separation is
expressed in the following letter from John Adams to Daniel Coney.
Excerpts of the letter follow.6
"Quincy, Feb. 1st, 1819.
"Dear Sir:
"Hy judgment, poor as it is, and my inclinations, strong
as they are, are all on the side of union. I can see no public
benefit to arise, on the contrary much public evil from that spirit
of division, partition, and separation, which so unhappily prevails
among our worthy fellow-citizen. It is to Massachusetts and her
strenuous exertions that Maine is indebted for her preservation
from the grasping clutches of Great Britain.
"But I can tell you how it will be, when there arises in
Maine a bold, daring, ardent genius with talents capable of
inspiring the people with his own enthusiasm and ambition, he will
tear off Maine from old Massachusetts, and leave her in a state
below mediocrity in the Union. My advioe, therefore, is to remain
as you are as long as you can --John Adams"
Boston, also, most strenuously opposed the separation
and it is not at all surprising that this was true, when we find

4Sprague: op. cit., Vol. VIII, p. 13.
^Whitmore: op. cit., p. 20.
6Sprague: op. cit., Vol. XII, pp. 91-92.
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that in 1819 Maine was paying nearly $90,000 as her proportion'
towards the support of the Massachusetts government, and a new
valuation to he taken the following year would have increased
this to at least §120,000.

This was a greater sum than supported

the combined governments of Connecticut, Vermont, New Hampshire,
and Rhode Island.

This seems almost incredible, yet an examination

of the certificates of the Secretary of Massachusetts, and statements of the executives of the several states have demonstrated
it to be a fact and proved at least one vital reason why Boston
and sympathizers were unwilling to sanction the Act of Separation.
Figures showed that Maine as an independent state could support
a separate government on at least §12,000 less than was being
contributed towards the expenses of Massachusetts annually.^
Nevertheless the committees of the General Court thought
differently, for when the subject of separation was referred to
them they reported that while nothing should be done to hasten
separation, the people of Maine should again have a chance to
express themselves by a vote on the matter.

The General Court

then passed a bill providing that a general vote was to be taken
in Maine on the fourth Monday of July on the question as to
whether or not it was expedient that Maine should become a

Sprague:

op., cit., Vol. Ill, p. 169.
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separate and independent state.

The votes were to be returned

to the Secretary of the Commonwealth and if the number of votes
for the measure should exceed the number of votes against it by
1500, then and not otherwise should the people be deemed to have
expressed their consent to the separation.

The governor, in case

the people voted by a majority of 1500 for separation, was to
proclaim the result, after which delegates would be elected on
the third Monday in September to a convention meeting in Portland,
October 12, for the purpose of adopting a name for the new state
and forming a constitution.

This constitution was to be submitted

to a popular vote, and if it were adopted by a majority of the
people, it was to go into effect, Congress concurring, on the
15th of March, 1820.

If the constitution should be rejected, the

constitution of Massachusetts, so far as it was applicable, was
to become the constitution of the new state, but the name chosen
at said convention was to stand in any event.

There were attempts

to amend this bill by requiring a two-thirds vote in favor of
separation and a majority of 2500 instead of 1500, but neither of
the amendments was accepted.

The vote on the bill was 193 to 59

in the Massachusetts General Court and Governor Brooks of
Massachusetts approved the act on June 19, 1819.

The passage of

this bill aroused great opposition to separation in Massachusetts,
but too late for effect.

There were communications reproaching
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the legislature and. its members for an easy surrender.

8

On the fourth Monday in July, 1819, the citizens of
the District of Maine voted on this question:

"Is it expedient

that the District shall become a separate and independent state,
upon the terms and conditions provided in an Act relating to the
separation of the Distriot of Maine from Massachusetts proper,
Q
and forming the same into a separate and independent state?”
This time the seacoast towns voted for separation due
to the passing of the Federal law of March 2, 1819, changing the
entering and clearing law, and dividing the United States into
two districts.^
from the start.

The result of the vote was a foregone conclusion
Every county in the District gave a majority in

favor of independence ranging from 63 in Hancock to 3309 in
Kennebec.

A proclamation of Governor Brooks announced the result

of the vote to be 17091 in favor and 7132 opposed, a majority of'
almost 10,000.8
11
*

8Sprague: pp. cit., Vol. VIII, pp. 13-14.
yVarney: pp. cit., p. 240.
10_.
Whitmore: pp. cit.. pp. 16, 21. Thus Maine ships would not have
to enter and clear in any of the trade ports north of
Georgia. Previously the seacoast towns were opposed to
separation because the earlier Federal law required
vessels from one state to clear when sailing to a port
in another state.
i;LSprague:

op. cit., Vol. VIII, p. 14.
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The following is the official list of votes on
separation:^
Whole Number

Counties
Cumberland
Hancock
Kennebec
Lincoln
York
Oxford
Penobscot
Washington
Somerset

Total

4709
1581
4591
4057
3732
2443
815
618
1677
24223

For Separation
3315
820
3950
2523
2086
1893
584
480
1440
17091

Against
1394
761
641
1534
1646
550
231
138
237
7132
13

The outstanding causes of separation seemed to be:x

1. The distance from Massachusetts and the fact that Maine
and Massachusetts were non-contiguous made travel
difficult and expensive.
2. The citizens of Massachusetts had little knowledge and
appreciation of either Maine or its inhabitants.
The
legislature of Massachusetts employed Greenleaf to make
his Statistical View of the District of Maine (1816).
In this Greenleaf frankly said that Massachusetts knew
very little about Maine. The population of Maine had
little sympathy with a state church.
The people of
Massachusetts looked upon the people of Maine as "crude,
ignorant, and rough".
3. Political differences separated the two regions. The
majority party in Massachusetts was Federalist, while in
Maine the majority party was Republican.
4. There were many men in Maine who were ambitious for
political careers and who thought their chances would
be much better in a new state.
IP

The Maine Register and United States Calendar for the Year of
Our Lord 1820. Portland. Me.. 1820. n. 72.
■^Whitmore: op. cit., pp. 23-26.
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5. The war of 1813 had considerable influence. On the whole
Maine was loyal, while Massachusetts very unwillingly
supported the war. Maine also felt that Massachusetts
had neglected her in the matter of protection. The deep
and widespread discontent engendered by the war had much
to do with the vigor with which the separation movement
was taken up in 1816.
6. The dissatisfaction over taxes, courts, land fees, and
other governmental matters all helped to win votes.
7. There was almost no opposition in Massachusetts to
separation. There was very little hard feeling over the
question.
At the Constitutional Convention which met in Portland,
William King was elected permanent President.

According to the

Act of Separation he became Acting-Governor until an election was
held and at that time was elected the first Governor of Maine.
The Convention in two weeks time drew up a Constitution which was
adopted 236 to 30, and then adjourned on October 29th.

The

popular vote on the adoption of the Constitution was reported to
the Convention at its adjourned session January 6, 1820.

9050

voted in favor of adoption and 796 were opposed.14*
At this same Convention the Committee on Style and Title
reported that the state should be called the "Commonwealth of Maine"
Soon however, an amendment to change "Commonwealth" to "State" was
adopted by a vote of 119 to 1 1 3 . Amendments were offered to
strike out "Maine" and insert "Columbus" (because the Convention

14Sprague: p£. c£t., Vol. VIII, p. 14.
X5Ihid., Vol. II, p. 45.
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met on the anniversary of the day when Columbus first discovered
3S
land), and "Ligonia".
These amendments were voted down and the
17
title "State of Maine" was finally agreed upon.
"Among all the interesting old houses in Maine, there
is none of more importance, from an historical standpoint, than
the old tavern at Freeport in which were signed the final papers
separating Maine from Massachusetts."

At the time of the

Commissioners' meetings in Freeport it was known as the Jameson
Tavern, later it became the Codman Tavern, and still later was
called the Elm House.

This old tavern was one of the favorite

stopping places for the big stages that journeyed between the
eastern part of the province of Maine and Massachusetts.

It was

chosen by the Commissioners for their sessions because it had a
convenient location, and also had the reputation of serving the
best food and the best New England rum of any tavern on the old
Boston and Maine highway.-1-8

The representatives of both Maine

and Massachusetts were in session here for nearly three weeks,
and included Timothy Bigelow of Groton, Massachusetts; Levi Lincoln
of Worcester, Massachusetts; Benjamin Porter of Topsham, Maine;1
*
6

16

Stanwood, Edward, The Separation from Massachusetts. A Study of
the Growth of Public Opinion (1784-1830), Cambridge.
Mass., 1907, p. 42.
^Sprague:
op. cit., Vol. II, p. 45.
10Ibid., Vol. Ill, pp. 169-170.
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and. James Bridge of Augusta, Maine.

1g

Some time previous to this, negotiations had. been begun
by the three Commissioners from Maine, who were later joined, by
David. Rose of the Senate and. Nicholas Emery of the House and.
proceeded to Boston, where they were met by the Massachusetts
Commissioners.

This board held meetings at several towns and

cities in Massachusetts without any definite settlement.

Then a

meeting was held in Freeport, and in the end it was settled that
Maine should give Massachusetts §180,000 for her possessions of
public lands in the state.

Of this amount §30,000 was in Indian

claims which Maine assumed, while the remaining sum of §150,000
?0
was to be paid in 40 years at 5$ interest.
The final conditions of separation agreed upon were as
follows.1
21
0
2
9
1.

"Lands and buildings in Massachusetts to belong to
Massachusett s .

2.

"Lands in Maine to be divided, Massachusetts1 part not
to be taxed.

3.

"Arms to be divided in proportion to militia.

4.

"All moneys, checks, etc., obtained from United States
because of late war, one-third to Maine, two-thirds to
Massachusett s.

19Sprague: op., cit., Vol. Ill, p. 170.
20Ibid., Vol. Ill, p. 170.
21Whitmore: op. cit., p. 22. (NileB Register. Vol. XVI, p. 294.)
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5.

"Debts, etc., Maine to pay one-third and Massachusetts
two-thirds.
i

6.

"Maine to asstime obligations to- Indians.

7.

"Commissioners to divide land, ten from Maine, ten from
Massachusetts, they to select ten more.

8.

"All grants and contracts to remain in force.

9.

"No laws to be passed in Maine making distinction between
resident and non-resident proprietors."
From January to March 1820 the slave question stood as

a great impediment to Maine’s entrance as a state.

Since the act

severing the connection of the District from Massachusetts was
to go into effect on the 15th of March, Maine would become a
territory unless previously admitted as a state.

"The real

question in issue, however, was never whether or not Maine should
be admitted to the Union but the Senate joined the Maine and
Missouri bills for the purpose of forcing upon the House its
interpretation of constitutional law in the matter of the power
of Congress to impose restrictions upon new commonwealths not
imposed by the Constitution on the original commonwealths.
Nevertheless, after a long hard struggle the Missouri Compromise
was adopted and Maine entered the union as a free state on the

22
Varney: on. cit., p. 241.
23 Sprague:
0£. cit., Vol. VIII, p. 18.
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third of March, 1820.

24

President Monroe on the third of March, 1820, signed the
25
following act after both the Senate and House had passed it:
’’Whereas, by an act of the State of Massachusetts, passed on
the nineteenth day of June, in the year one thousand eight hundred
and nineteen, entitled ’An Act relative to the Separation of the
District of Maine from Massachusetts Proper, and forming the same
into a separate and independent State’, the people of that part of
Massachusetts, heretofore known as the District of Maine, did with
the consent of the Legislature of said State of Massachusetts, form
themselves into an independent State and did establish a Constitution for the Government of the same, agreeably to the provisions of
said Act.
"Therefore,
"Section I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of America in Congress
assembled, that from and after the fifteenth day of March*, one
thousand eight hundred and twenty, the State of Maine is hereby
declared to be one of the United States of America, and admitted
into the Union on an equal footing with the original States, in
all respects whatever."
The birth of the new state was appropriately celebrated
all over Maine by public gatherings, the booming of cannon, and
display of flags.26
From an editorial in the "Eastern Argus"27

one can see

the spirit with which Maine entered the Union.

24:Varney, George J., A Gazetteer of the 8tate of Maine. Boston,
Mass., 1882, p. 57.
25Sprague: op. cit., Vol. V, p. 41.
MacDonald, William, The Government of Maine, New York, N. Y.,
1902, p. 216. (U. S. Statutes at Large, III, 544.)
26Sprague: op. cit., Vol. VIII, p. 18.
p7
Ibid., Vol. VIII, p. 82. (Eastern Argus. Portland, Me., March
14, 1820.)
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"Maine is at last admitted into the Union, and from and
after the fifteenth day of this month takes her rank as a Free,
Sovereign, and Independent State. The die is oast, the question
is settled, and another glory is added to the Star Spangled
Banner. The long delayed hopes of the people axe at last
gratified. Maine has now the essential attribute of a Free
State, the power to manage her own affairs in her own way,
without oontrol, let or hindrance from any one. In the overflowing of joy on finding that it is so, perhaps we are not disposed
to examine so critically as we ought into the means by which
this glorious and happy result has been effected. At least we
will not affect to regret that Missouri is admitted with precisely the same rights, as we have always claimed, and which
are at last conceded; the right of managing her own concerns
in her own way. ”

-16-

CHAPTER II
i

GOVERNMENT
The Constitution

The Constitution of Maine was not noticeably different
in either form or contents from most of the state Constitutions
which were put into effect in the first third of the nineteenth
century.

It was a little longer and more elaborate than the

Constitutions prior to 1800, but nevertheless was a comparatively
simple frame of government as compared with others of the nineteenth century.

In it were represented the more limited powers

of the governor, the fixed terms of the fudges, and the increased
powers of the legislature, which showed "the influence of the
democratic spirit which developed rapidly in the United States
after the downfall of the Federalists".1
In the preamble were set forth the general objects for
which the Constitution was framed:

"To establish justice, insure

tranquillity, provide for our mutual defense, promote our common
welfare, and secure to ourselves and our posterity the blessings
of liberty, acknowledging with grateful hearts the goodness of the
Sovereign Ruler of the Universe in affording us an opportunity so

MacDonald:

on. cit. , p. 24.
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favor able to the design, and imploring his aid and direction in
its accomplishment's".

p

Article I was the declaration of rights.

The immediate

sources for this were the Constitutions of Massachusetts and the
United States.

The ultimate sources were the Magna Charta, the

Bill of Rights, the Habeas Corpus Act, and other Constitutional
documents, partly in the principles worked out in America through
the long struggle with the mother country, and partly in theories
borrowed from French political philosophy and embodied by
Jefferson in the Declaration of Independence.
First came the declaration of the natural right to life,
liberty and property, and the assertion that all power is inherent
in the people.

Perfect religious freedom was guaranteed.

Familiar

throughout the United States were the declarations regarding
freedom of speech and of the press, freedom from unreasonable
searches or seizures, the rights of accused persons, prohibition
of bills of attainder and ex post facto laws, the right of keeping
and bearing arms, and the like.2
3
Apparently the Constitution of Massachusetts was
followed in the declarations that "The laws shall not be suspended
2
MacDonald: op,, pit., p. 25.
3Ibid., pp. 25-26.
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but by the legislature of its authority"; that "Right and justice
shall be administered freely, and without fail, completely and
without denial, promptly and without delay"; and "No tax or duty
shall be imposed without the consent of the people or of their
4

representatives in the legislature".

The process of amending the Constitution was as follows:
amendments were first passed by a two-thirds vote of both houses
of the legislature.

Then they were transmitted to the selectmen

of towns or to other municipal officers, and by them submitted to
the voters at the next September election.

If a majority of the

votes cast on the question was in favor of the amendment, it was
5
adopted.
The general form of government prescribed by the Constitution was substantially the same as that found in all the states.
There were three departments, the legislative, executive, and
judicial.

The legislative consisted of two houses, the House of

Representatives and the Senate, both of which were chosen by
popular vote.

However, the Representatives were to be elected from

towns or cities according to population, while Senators were to be
chosen from districts established from time to time by law.

The

^MacDonald: op. cit., p. 26. (From the Constitution of Massachusetts
Part I, Articles XI, XX, XXIII.)
5Ibid., p. 27.
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Constitution fixed the maximum number of members in each house.
Many of the Constitutional provisions defining the powers of the
legislative department were borrowed, sometimes even in the same
phraseology, from the Constitution of the United States.

g

The executive department was made up of the governor
and council, together with other officers elected or appointed
to cooperate with them.

The administrative system was not highly

centralized and the control of the governor over local executive
officials was either imperfect or did not exist at all.

7

The governor was the only officer of the executive
department elected by popular vote.
votes cast was necessary to a choice.
annually.

The majority of all the
Elections were held

His qualifications, powers, and duties were much like

those of other governors and the president of the United States.8
The council acted as a body of advisors to the governor
and shared to some extent the legislative power with the lower
house of the assembly.

The council was created by the Constitu-

tion "To advise the governor in the executive part of government".^

g

MacDonald: op. cit. . p. 28.
7Ibid., p. 28.

g

9

Ibid., pp. 34-35.
Ibid., p. 37. (Constitution of Massachusetts. Part XI, Chap. II,
Sec. Ill, Art. I.)
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The seven councillors were chosen by joint ballot of the Senators
and Representatives and their consent was necessary to most of
the governor’s acts.

All appointments were vested in the governor

"With the advice and consent of the council", likewise pardons,
and the like.10

The governor and council might remove any

state officer at the request of both houses of the legislature.
The warrant of the governor and council was necessary to authorize
the payment of any money from the state treasury.

The council

kept a journal and also divided itself into committees.11
The judicial power of the state was vested in a supreme
judicial court and in such other courts as the legislature from
time to time thought well to establish.

The governor appointed

the judges of all courts except the probate judges, and the
appointees held office for stated terms.

Statutes carefully

regulated the jurisdiction of the several grades of courts.

Unlike

the Supreme Court of the United States but in accordance with the
duty imposed on the highest court in Massachusetts, the justices
of the Supreme Judicial Court were "obliged to give their opinion
upon important questions of law, and upon solemn occasions" when
required to do so by either of the other departments of the state
government.12

10MacDonald: op., cit., p. 37. (Constitution of Maine, Art V, Part
n
I, Sec. VIII.
11Ibid., p . 37.

Ibid-> p. 39.
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The Constitution made no provision for the establishment
of any particular' form of local government.
about

Nothing was said

the organization of the counties, districts, towns, and

plantations into which the state.was by law declared to be divided.
The probable reason was that when the Constitution was framed,
local governments had been for many years established throughout
the whole settled area.

In reality, the local government of Maine

represented the type in which the town was the political unit and
performed most of the local governmental functions.

The county

served as a useful administrative division, chiefly for judicial
purposes, between the government of the town and of the state.
This was but the Massachusetts form extended to Maine.
The First 8tate Government
On the first Monday of April, 1820, the first election
of state officers took place.

On the last Wednesday of May, the

newly elected Senators and Representatives met at P o r t l a n d . T h e
first governor was William King, who is often spoken of as the
first and best of our governors.
1768.

He was born in Scarborough in

Native strength of mind and elevated character supplied the

place of a liberal education.

He had been one of the most

13
MacDonald: op. pit.., p. 29.
14
Varney, Young People's History, p. 241.
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prominent in advocating separation.
15
prosperous merchant in Bath.

When elected, he was a

The other officers of the first state government were
as follows:

Executive Council; Thomas Fillebrown, William

Webster, Mark Harris, William C. Whitney, Isaac Lane, Abiel Wood,
William Emerson; Secretary of State, Ashur Ware; State Treasurer,
Joseph C. Boyd; President of Senate, John Chandler; Secretary of
Senate, Ebenezer Herrick; Assistant Secretary of Senate, Rufus K.
Goodenow; Chaplain, Reverend Elijah Kellogg; Messenger, John
Morrill, Speaker of House, Benjamin Ames.-^
The Senate was -made up of the following men:

from the

County of York, William Moody, Josiah W. Seaver and John MacDonald,
Esquires; Cumberland, Joseph E. Foxcroft,Esquire; Lincoln,
Nathaniel Green, Esquire; Hancock, Andrew Witham, Esquire;

&

Washington, Jeremiah O ’Brien, Esquire; Kennebec, John Chandler,
Joshua Gage, and Timothy Boutelle, Esquires; Oxford, .Samuel Small,
James W. Ripley, Esquires; Somerset, John Moore, William Kendall,
Esquires; Penobscot, William D. Williamson, Esquire.1
7
6
5

15Abbott, John S. C., The History of Maine to 1875, Portland, Me.,
1875, p. 426.1
7
16Sprague: op. cit., Vol. VIII, p. 19.
17Ibid., Vol. VIII, p. 20. (Eastern Ar^us, Portland, Me., Mav 31,
1820.)
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To accomodate the state officers and the Senate a
building was erected in Portland in 1820 on Congress and Myrtle
X8
Streets on the lot adjoining the County Court House.
It was
called the State House and was a two-story wooden building with
hip roof, the front being finished with a pediment supported by
19
pilasters.
The lower story was occupied by state officers,
and the Senate when in session, occupied the upper story.

The

House of Representatives did not meet in the same building but
held its sessions in the adjoining Court House.

The sessions of

the legislature continued to be held in two separate buildings
until the seat of government was removed to Augusta.
One of the first acts of the legislature was to adopt
a State Seal.- The central figures of the design chosen were the
moose and the mast pine.

On one side was an anchor, on the other

a scythe, which were representative of the occupations of the
people.

Above was the North Star signifying the place, of Maine in

the constellation of States.

Finally the motto Dirigo (I Lead)

and two figures representing a farmer and a sailor were added to
complete the 8eal.21l

la

Sprague: op. cit., Vol. VIII, p. 20.
19Ibid., Vol. XII, pp. 23-23.
2QIbid., Vol. VIII, p. 20.
21
Varney, Young Peopled History, p. 242.

A summary of the work of this session of the legislature
oo

is contained in the following newspaper article. 1
’’The Legislature yesterday closed an important and interesting session with a harmony worthy of the objects for which they
assembled and the momentous business which they had transacted.
We hail this spirit as the harbinger of a happy and prosperous
government.
"The principal laws which have been passed this session,
are those establishing a judiciary system, fixing the salaries
of various officers, endowing institutions of learning, altering
the militia system, and for taking a valuation of the property
of the state. Many local and private acts have been passed,
where the tendency is to encourage industry, promote literature,
or advance good morals. Never has business been conducted with
more unanimity or with more earnestness for the public good.
May such feelings and such motives long continue their salutary
influence in our government; may we never know in this state any
party, whose division shall not be founded in pure motives, nor
any zeal which shall not be directed to the common good. We are
happy to make these remarks, and we think it our duty to do so;
for the people should know when their interests have been consulted
rather than that of the representatives — where their delegated
power is exercised with coolness and discretion and ability, and
when those 'moments which tend to vice in man* are repressed in
the legislator.
"The liberality with which the Legislature has provided for
seminaries of learning is not the least unworthy of commendation.
A medical professorship has been established in Bowdoin, the first
in Maine, with a generous endowment, from which we augur respectability to the profession and honour and utility to the state. The
report of the committee on this subject from the pen, as we
understand, of Mr. Johnson, of Belfast, deserves high praise. He
is one of the earliest sons of the institution, which is now
receiving the reward of its maternal care and solicitude. May she
be prolific in such sons. This college and that of Waterville,
have both cause to rejoice in the smiles of government. They have
deserved patronage, and may they continue to do it.

P?
Hancock Gazette^ Belfast, M e ., July 6, 1820, Vol. I, No. I, p. 2.
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"The further consideration of the repeal of the law
restricting theatrical entertainments has "been postponed to the
next session."
!
The Court System
The kinds of courts in Maine in 1820 were as follows:
The District Court of the United States, The Supreme Courts of
Massachusetts and Maine, Courts of Sessions, Courts of Probate,
23
and Three Circuit Courts of Common Pleas.
The District Court met at Portland the last Tuesday in
May and the first Tuesday in December, and at Wiscasset the last
Tuesday in February and the second Tuesday in September.
officers in 1820 were:

pA

Its

Albion K. Parris, Judge; John Mussey,

Clerk; Ether Shepley, Attorney; Thomas G . Thornton, Marshal.

pc

The Supreme Court as appointed by the Governor and
Council was made up of Prentiss Mellen, Chief Justice; William P.
26
27
Preble and Nathan Weston, Associate Justices.
Other appointees
were Attorney General, Benjamin Ames (1820) and Erastus Foote
(1820-1832), and in the various Counties:28

23
Maine Register for 1820, pp. 78-84.
M aine Farmers1 Almanack
for —1820, ^
t>. 31.
- 1 —— '
gg
Willis, William, A History of the Law, the Courts, and the
Lawyers of Maine. Portland, Me., 1863, pp. 676-677.
Hancock Gazette, Belfast, Me., July 6, 1820, Vol. I, No. I, p.3.
87Ibid., Vol. I, No. I, p. 3.
28Ibid., July 13, 1820, Vol. I, No. II, p. 3.
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Cumberland
Albion K. Parris
Woodbury Storer
Peleg Chandler
Phineas Ingalls
Joseph McLellan
Silas Estes

John Merrick
Joshua Hall
Andrew Witharn

Kennebec
Charles Hayden
Ariel Mann
James Cochrane

Lincoln
John Dole
John Neal
Mathew Cotterell
Edwin Smith

Oxford
Benjamin Chandler
John Turner
William Russell
Daniel Stowell
Cornelius Holland
William Wheeler

Penobscot
David Perham
Enoch Brown
Isaac Hodsdon
Daniel Wilkins

Somerset
------------------------------William Head
Asa Wyman
Josiah French
Warren Preston
Daniel Stuart, Jr.
York
William Moody
Rufus Mclntire
George Thacher, Jr.
Joseph Thomas
Daniel Wood
Thomas A. Johnson
Samuel Elliot
Reuben H. Greene

Hancock

Joseph Willlamsai
Moses S. Judkins

Washington
Horatio G. Balch
John Dickinson
Francis E. Putnam
Lemuel Trescott
Thomas Ruggles
John Balkan
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From 1811 to 1822 the system of Circuit Courts was as
follows:

the first Eastern Circuit included the Counties of York,

Cumberland, and Oxford; the second Eastern Circuit included
Lincoln, Kennebec, and Somerset Counties; and the third Circuit
included the two eastern Counties Hancock and Washington.^9
The Circuit Courts of Common Pleas followed this
* n ,
30
♦calendar:
Cumberland —

Portland, 1st Tuesday in March, 3rd Tuesday in June
and November.

Hancock ----

Oastine, 3rd Tuesday in March, 2nd Tuesday in July,
3rd Tuesday in November.

Kennebec ---

Augusta, 2nd Mondays in April, August, and December.

Lincoln ----

Warren, 2nd Monday in January; Wiscasset, 4th Monday
in April; Topsham, 4th Monday in August.

Oxford------Paris, 4th Tuesday in February, 2nd Tuesday in June,
1st Tuesday in October.
Penobscot -- Bangor, 1st Monday in January, 2nd Monday in May,
3rd Monday in September.
Somerset--- Norridgewock, 2nd Monday in March, last Monday in
June, and the 1st Monday in November.
Washington —

Machias, 1st Tuesday in March and September.

York -------- Alfred, 1st Monday in January, 2nd Monday in September
York, 3rd Monday in April.
The system of paying the judges by fees levied on the
court business was continued until after 1820.

This led to the

pq

Willis: op. cit.. pp. 513-514.
30Maine Farmers1 Almanack for 1820. p. 31.
♦There were also calendars of the Courts of Sessions and of the
Probate Courts, which are too long to be included. IFarmers1
Almanack for 1820, pp. 31-32.
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undignified practice of the judges and clerks making an adjustment
of the fees, and apportioning their compensation at the close of
every court session.

They counted over the entries and the cases

opened to the jury, the number of appeals, etc.; for each item
of which there was a specific charge.

The fee hill at that time

allowed to the judges the following items, viz., for the entry of
each action, eighty cents, and where issue was joined, one dollar
in addition; appeal, twenty cents; surrender of hail, twenty cents;
proving deed, twenty cents; petition and order for partition,
seventy-five cents; excepting partition, forty cents; accepting
report of references when contested, sixty cents; when not contested, thirty cents; these were in addition to the fees allowed
the clerk, as for instance, fifty cents for the entry, taxing
'Vl
cost, and filing papers.
The number of entries of actions in the Courts of
Common Pleas in 1820 was 1396.3
32
1
Some Characteristic Laws
Invariably some of the characteristics of a period are
shown by its laws.

Maine was like other states in this respect.

The following laws demonstrate this fact.

31Willis: op. cit., pp. 513-514
52Ibid.. p. 653
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The pauper laws of Maine’s early days were very lax.
As a result it was' possible for towns to "set up" paupers at
auction in open town meeting, and bid them off to the lowest
bidder.

This meant that whosoever would agree to support the

town charge the cheapest, was given the job.

Whatever work

such a person could perform belonged to the one who bid him or
her off.

Sometimes the bids were merely nominal, only one or

two dollars for a year, the labor of the pauper evidently being
the principal object in the transaction.
prevailing custom examples will be given.

To illustrate this
The following

ocourred at a special town meeting at Sangerville on November
19th, 1823.33
"Voted to put up to the highest bidder Mrs. D ’s three
children separately for one year and the persons that bid them
off are to board and clothe them and if they should be sick the
town to pay the doctor's bill.

Only Rachael the oldest was bid

off by Mr. Oliver M. Brown for thirteen dollars and seventy-five
cents for one year.

Hiram was bid off by Mr. William Cleaves for

eleven dollars and seventy-five cents for one year.

Voted that

Mrs. D. be set up at the same as the others and that she and the
youngest be put up together.

Mrs. D. and the youngest was bid

off by Mr. Oliver M. Brown for eight dollars per year."
•Z'T

Sprague:

ojd.

cit., Vol. II, p. 114.

Here is another example of the "farming-out process"
I
74 .
from the Hollis town records.
"Voted:

(May 1881) The widow Mary Gilraon (sic) set at

action (auction) and struck to Simon Locke for $25.50 and the
said Locke frees the town from all other expences (sic) for the
year ensewing (sio).
"Rachael (sic) Haley set at action (sic) and struck of
(sic) to L t . Robert Haley for $3.00 and the sd. Haley frees the
twon from all other expences (sic) for the year ensewing (sic).
"Widow Jane Bragdon and her two chuldrin (sic) set at
action (sic) and struck off to Benjamin Gilford for $8.00 and
the said Gilford frees the town from all other expences (sic) for
the year ensewing (sic).
"William Foss and wife, David Young and wife be under
the care of Colo. John Smith the yean ensewing (sic)."
This method of caring for the town’s poor was cruel and
unjust, being no less than one form of human slavery.

The

privilege under the law to proceed in this way was so flagrantly
abused, and it became such a state-wide disgrace, that the
Legislature of Maine by Chapter 12 of the Public Laws of 1847
prohibited it.33

Hollis, Maine Town Records. (1781-1832), Vol. I, p. 344.
35Sprague: op. cit., Vol. II, p. 114.

In 1820 the Maine Legislature passed a law concerning
debt prisoners.36 1"Whenever the judgment creditor of a poor
prisoner committed by execution for debt is dead and two months
have elapsed since his death, the notice required by law is to
be served upon the Attorney of Record."
Even in 1820 the liquor situation was a nuisance and
required state supervision.

The Legislature of Maine by Chapter

133 of the Public Laws of 1821, approved March 20, 1821, enacted
"That no person shall presume to be a common victualler, innholder,
or seller of wine, beer, ale, cider, brandy, rums, or any strong
liquors by retail --

except that such persons be duly licensed

as is hereinafter provided, on pain of forfeiting the sum of fifty
dollars", etc.3^
The licensing board consisted of the selectmen, treasurer,
and town clerk of towns, and the assessors, treasurer and clerk of
each plantation; such persons to meet on the second Monday of
September of each year for the purpose of acting on applications
for licenses.

The law instructed this board to license for one

year as retailers of strong drink "as many persons of sober life3
7
6
36
Maine, St ate of, Laws of the State of Maine passed by the Legislature at Its Session, which commenced on 7/ednesday, the
thirty-first day of May, and ended on the twenty-eight
day of June, A.D. 1820, Portland, Me., 1820. Chapter
XXIII, p. 32.
37

Sprague:

op. cit., Vol. II, p. 115.
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and conversation, and suitably qualified for the employment, for
l
which they may severally apply to b e licensed, as they may deem
necessary".3®
These licenses paid into the town treasury the sum of
six dollars for the privilege and the town clerk received twenty39
five cents for recording each license.
Even cattle were subjected to legislation, viz., "The
inhabitants of any town in this state may at any legal town
meeting order and direct that any particular description of neat
cattle or other commonable beasts, shall not go at large within
certain particular parts of such town, without a keeper, under
the penalties now provided by law in similar cases, and to be
recovered in the same manner".4^
In like manner each town was required "to keep sufficient
pounds and the pound keepers to be chosen annually" .4^
Military matters were taken care of by a Massachusetts
law still prevailing in Maine in 1820 that required every citizen
between the ages of 18 and 45 to perform military duty in militia.
The only persons exempt from this service were members of the

7D

°Sprague: o p cit., Vol. II, p. 115.
39Ibid., Vol. II, p. 115.
40
Laws of Maine (1820), Chapter XXI, p. 28.4
1
41Ibid., (1821) Chapter CXXVTII, Vol. 2, p. 566.

Friends and 10811113619 of any fire department.42
The Friends were also benefited by other laws, as for
example the act for the relief of persons who were scrupulous of
taking oaths.

"Certain persons who are scrupulous of taking oaths,

may take and subscribe an affirmation."^
Even more characteristic of the times is the following
citation from Maine’s First Thanksgiving Day Proclamation by
Governor King.

"That while other nations, and some of our sister

states, have been during the present year, visited with distressive
and desolating sickness, to the people of this state it has been
a season of general health; that the treasures of the great deep
have rewarded the diligence of our fishermen; that commerce, left
free to the enterprise of our merchants, and wisely regulated as
it relates to foreign nations, has been prosecuted with increasing
success; and that the labors of the husbandman have by a fruitful
and salubrious season, been crowned with plenty."44
The Lawyers
From 1800 to 1820 the number of lawyers in Maine was
quadrupled.

42

In 1800 there were 53 lawyers to a population of

Dow, Neal, The Reminiscences of Neal Dow. Portland, Me., 1898,
p. 101.
43
Laws of Maine (1821), Vol. I, Chapter LXXXVI, p. 394.
44Sprague: o£. cit., Vol. VIII, p. 81.

-34-

151,719, whereas in 1820 there were 207* to a population of
298,335.454
6
Herewith follows a list of the lawyers practicing in
Maine in 1820 and the dates of their practice.
Jacob McGaw
Benjamin Orr
Stephen Longfellow
William Lambert
Benjamin Greene
William Abbot
William Crosby
Barret Porter
Erastus Foote
Ebenezer Thatcher
Joseph Dane
Horatio Southgate
Samuel A. Bradley
John Wilson
George Herbert
Albion K. Parris
Charles S. Daveis
Luther Fitch
Samuel E. Smith
Peleg Sprague
James Bridge
Prentiss Mellen
Joseph Thomas
Job Nelson
Benjamin Hasey
Thomas Rice
Nathaniel Perley
Allen Gilman
Edward P. Hayman
Oliver Leonard
Josiah Stebbins
Peter 0. Alden
James D. Hopkins

4-6

Judah McLellan
Nathan Cutler
Reuel Williams
Thomas Bond
Timothy Boutelle
Woodbury Storer
Frederic Allen
William B. Sewall
Benjamin Ames
Nathan Weston
William Williamson
Simon Greenleaf
Calvin Selden
Samuel Fessenden
William A. Hayes
Hiram Belcher
Charles Shaw
William P. Preble
Ether Shepley
Ashur Ware
Jeremiah Bailey
Samuel Thacher
George E. Vaughn
Nicholas Emery
Judah Dana
Nathan Bridge
George W.Wallingford
John Holmes
Ezekiel Whitman
Leonard Morse
Bohan P. Field
Manasseh Smith
Samuel E. Smith

45Willis: op. cit., pp. 331-332.
46Ibid., pp. 338-646 and pp. 130-132.
♦Williamson says 217 (Vol. II, p. 689)
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In order to get a closer view of the calibre of these
men a few brief facts will be stated concerning their careers as
lawyers.47
James Bridge was appointed in 1820 one of the joint
commissioners of Massachusetts and Maine nTo adjust the personal
concerns of the two States”, and to make a division of the public
lands.

He was also appointed in 1820 a commissioner to investigate

the doings of certain banks which had become bankrupt.

He con-

ducted a very extensive and lucrative law business at Augusta.484
1
5
*
9
Oliver Leonard resided in Bangor during 1820.
not very successful.

He was

AQ

Prentiss Mellen was chief justice in Maine from 1820 to
1834.

In 1820 he received the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws

from both Harvard and Bowdoin colleges.

He was an outstanding

man and a prominent lawyer, practicing in every county in the
state.

Chief Justice Mellen lived in Portland in 1820, and was a

member of the Cumberland Bar.8®
Thomas Rice was a quiet and honorable gentleman with a
good practice.

He lived in Winslow and was a member of the

Kennebec Bar.8-^-

47Willis: op. cit.. pp. 157-646.
48Ibid., p. 157.
49Ibid., pp. 161-163.
5QIbid., pp. 163-173.
51Ibid., pp. 181-186.
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Joseph Thomas was a man of "sound, intellect, and well
versed in legal principles".

He rarely argued his own cases and

had no distinction as an advocate.

Thomas practiced in Kennehunk

and was a member of the Cumberland Bar.52
Job Nelson was Judge of Probate under the Massachusetts
government from 1804 to 1820 and was reappointed by Governor King
from 1820 to 1836.

In this year (1836) Mr. Nelson became 70

years of age, at which age the power of all judicial officers,
excepting the justices of the peace, oeased by reason of a provision which then existed in the Constitution of the state.

He

was an outstanding lawyer and judge with a good practice at
Castine.^
Benjamin Hasey was a trustee of Bowdoin college for
15 years.

Lawyer Hasey was very conservative and of the most

rigid integrity, with an extensive practioe in Lincoln and
54
Cumberland counties, especially at Topsham.
Nathaniel Perley possessed high social qualities and
was distinguished for his sound common-sense, quick perception,
and constant good humor.

He was a successful practitioner until

his social duties took too much of his time.

For many years

Mr. Perley had an extensive practice of the bar, but in the
cp

Willis: op. cit., pp. 186-188.
53Ibld., pp. 188-192.
54Ibid., pp. 193-196.
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latter part of his professional career, his practice declined.
i

'

His main practice was at Hallowell.

55

Allen Gilman was the first lawyer to establish himself
in Bangor and lived there from 1801 to the end of his life.

He

particularly excelled in and preferred the quiet pursuit of the
office to the bustling scenes of the court room.

He was the first

Register of Probate in Penobscot County, holding office until 1820.
Mr. Gilman was a "sound and discriminating lawyer, of unquestioned
integrity, and of easy, graceful manners".56
Edward Payne Hayman was an absolute matter-of-fact man,
dry and exact in details as well as being a "well-read lawyer,
exact in knowledge of the forms of practice, and of the utmost
precision in his habits of business, as well as in his manners".
Hayman was Circuit Clerk of the Supreme Court (1801-1820) and was
a member of the York Bar, with a practice at South Berwick.
Jeremiah Bailey from 1816 to 1834 was Judge of Probate.
In 1820 he was a member of Board of Overseers of Bowdoin college.
"Judge Bailey was a sound lawyer, well instructed in precedents
and pleadings, and a very safe, peace-making counsellor; and in
court a ready, sensible but not an eloquent speaker."

55Willis: op. cit., pp. 199-206.
56Ibid., pp. 209-212.
57Ibid., pp. 215-217.

His docket
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was never large but always respected, and he seemed contented
with a moderate share of business.

He had many rich Boston

clients, and their patronage was lucrative.
58
Wiscasset.

He practiced at

Samuel Thacher from 1814 to 1821 was Sheriff of Lincoln
County.

He practiced at the town of Warren until 1833 when he

moved to Brewer.

Although Thacher was a very good lawyer, he

gave up law to enter politics.59
Peter 0. Alden waB a descendant of the famous John Alden.
"His business for a time was good; he was well-read as a lawyer,
aad had fair talents and information, but he was no advocate."
A very irritable temper and an abrupt manner caused his business
to decline under competition and left him almost briefless.
Alden practiced at Brunswick and was a member of the Cumberland
Bar.60
Josiah Stebbins was judge of the Court of Common Pleas
for the Second Eastern Circuit from 1813 to 1820.

He was no

advocate since he lacked method and the power of condensing his
thoughts.

"He was distinguished for his affability, for his

inflexible integrity, and the purity of his moral character."

58Willis: op. cit., pp. 219-225.
oaIbid., pp. 225-229.
6QIbid., pp. 229-232.

He
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was an "able, honest, lawyer".

Judge Stebbins practiced at Aina

and was a member of the Lincoln Bar.61
James Dean Hopkins was for several years a leader of
the Bar, and had more business than any other member in the early
part of the nineteenth century.

He was an "adroit, special,

pleader", a model of industry and patient labor, very well-read in
the law of real estate, and interested in antiquarian researches.
Hopkins practiced in Portland and was a member of the Cumberland
,,
62
Bar.
George Washington Wallingford "was a good lawyer, a
popular advocate and debater, and a man of stern principles and
rigid integrity".

His practice was at Kennebunk, where he was a
63
member of the York Bar.
Judah Dana was the first lawyer in the present County of
Oxford.

He was Associate Justice of the Court of Common Pleas for

the First Eastern Circuit from 1811 to 1822.

"Judge Dana was a

well-read lawyer, of a judicious, well-balanced, and discriminating
mind.

His perceptions were quick and ready, and he discharged the

duties of his official stations with integrity, urbanity, and
sound legal in-celligence."

He practiced at Fryeburg and was a

61Willis: 0 2 . cit., pp. 236-242.
62Ibid., pp. 248-251.
63Ibid., pp. 252-255.
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member of the Lincoln County Bar.

64

Nicholas Emery was a prominent, outstanding, and
successful lawyer, and was "eloquent and ingenious as an advocate".
He became a Judge of the Supreme Court of Maine in 1834.

Judge

Emery practiced at Parsonsfield and Portland (1820) and was a
member of the York Bar.®6
Nathan Bridge in 1803 was the only lawyer between
Hallowell and Bath and had an extensive business which continued
through 1820.

Bridge practiced in Pittston and was a member of

the Kennebec Bar.6®
John Holmes was a good lawyer but not of the first
order.

His name was more brilliant in the political field.

He

practiced at Alfred and from the time he settled there in 1799
never ceased his exertions until he had procured all the courts
of York County to be held in that place.

This was finally

accomplished in 1833.6
67
5
6
4
Ezekiel Whitman was very prominent and successful as
a lawyer and judge, as well as in politics.

He was a judge in

the Court of Common Pleas until 1841, when he became Chief Justice
of the Supreme Court.

He was elected Representative to Congress

64Willis: op. cit., pp. 256-261.
65Ibid., pp. 262-269.
66Ibid., pp. 275-289.
67Ibid., pp. 275-289.
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in 1816, 1819, and 1831.

He practiced at New Gloucester and
68
Portland and was a;member of the Cumberland Bar.
Bohan P. Field was a well-read lawyer and his opinion
was entitled to much weight.

"He was valued in the community

where he lived, most for his general intelligence, his integrity
of character, and the soundness of his judgment.”
at North Yarmouth and Belfast (1830).

Field practiced

eq

Benjamin Orr became quite eminent in chancery practice
which came in principally with the introduction of the Circuit
Court into this state in 1830.

Since he was almost without a

rival in the state he had a large practice in some of the best
cases arising under that branch.

He practiced at Topsham all
70
his life and was a member of the Lincoln Bar.
Stephen Longfellow the father of Henry V7. Longfellow
"during his long career of professional service in Portland, was
distinguished and respected no less for the excellence of his
social character, and for his judgment in matters of municipal
and civil concerns, then for his talents and integrity in the
business affairs of his chosen vocation, as a counselor at Law".
He practiced in Portland and was a member of the Cumberland Bar.7’**

68Willis: op. cit., pp. 389-314.
°”Ibid.. pp. 316-318.
70
Ibid., pp. 345-360.7
1
71Ibid., pp. 360-368.
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William Lambert practiced in South Berwick and was a
member of the York B a r . ™
Jacob McGaw practiced in Fryeburg and Bangor (1820) and
was a member of the Penobscot Bar.7
73
2
Benjamin Greene was Chief Justice of the First Eastern
Circuit

Court of Common Pleas

from 1811 to 1822.

He practiced

in Berwick and was a member of York Bar.747
6
5
William Abbot was a man of clear, strong, intellect,
practical common sense, and sound reliable judgment.

He was not

an eloquent man as a public speaker, for "his eloquence consisted
in his earnestness, his sincerity, and his deep conviction".
t

Abbot practiced in Bangor and in Castine (1820) and was a member
of the Hancock Bar.73
William Crosby was "not only a sound and honest lawyer,
but an ingenious and popular advocate".
of the Third Eastern Circuit
1822.

Crosby was Chief Justice

Court of Common Pleas from 1811 to

He practiced in Belfast and was a member of the Hancock

Bar.™

72Willis: op., cit.., pp. 368-369.
73Ibid., pp. 338-345.
7 A.
f*Ibid., pp. 369-372.
75
Ibid., pp. 372-380.
76
Ibid., pp. 380-388.
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Barrett Porter practiced at North Yarmouth, Gorham, and
Portland (1820) and was a member of the Cumberland Bar.77
Erastus Foote was Attorney General of the state, a good
criminal lawyer, and very successful in his practice.

He practiced

in Camden and Wiscasset (1820) and was a member of the Lincoln
Bar.78*
Ebenezer Thatcher was a Judge of the Circuit Court.
Judge Thatcher practiced at Thomaston, Warren, Mercer, and Bingham,
and was a member of the Lincoln Bar.70
Joseph Dane practiced at Kennebunk and was a member of
the York Bar.80
Horatio Southgate was Register of Probate for Cumberland
County from 1815 to 1836.

He practiced in Portland and was a

member of the Cumberland Bar.81
Samuel A. Bradley was Register of Probate for Oxford
from 1805 to 1810.

Bradley practiced in Fryeburg and was a

member of the Oxford Bar.82
John Wilson had a large practice in Lincoln, Hancock,
Washington, and Penobscot Counties.
77

Willis: op. oit.« pp. 388-392,
78Ibid., pp. 392-395.
70Ibid., pp. 396-400.
80Ibid., pp. 400-403.
81Ibid., pp. 403-406.
82Ibid., pp. 409-420.

His main office was at
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Belfast, and he was a member of the Hancock Bar.

83

George Herbert practiced in Ellsworth and was a member
of the Hancock'Bar
Judah McLellan was County Attorney for Somerset. He
practiced at Canaan and Skowhegan and was a member of the Somerset
Bar.858
6
Nathan Cutler practiced at Farmington and was a member
of the Kennebec Bar.88
Reuel Williams was "one of the most successful men who
have risen in Maine".

"A more successful professional life we

have not to record among our brethren of the Bar in Maine;
successful in all the results of practice —

reputation, property,

political station, public employment and conficence sufficient to
gratify the desire of the most ambitious."

As a lawyer he was

sound and quick of apprehension; calm and logical as an advocate.
Williams was for 38 years a trustee of Bowdoin college and
received an M. A. there in 1820.

He practiced at Augusta, was

eminent in politics and was a member of the Kennebec Bar.8
87
6
8
5

85Willis: op. cit., pp. 420-425.
84Ibid., pp. 425-432.
8R Ibid., pp. 432-435.
86Ibid., pp. 435-438.
87Ibid., pp. 445-461.

Thomas Bond practiced at Hallowell and was a member
1

of the Kennebec Bar.

88

Timothy Boutelle occupied a prominent position among
the lawyers and intellectual men of the state.

His business at

Waterville was very large and was hardly surpassed by any lawyer
at the Kennebec Bar.

oq

Woodbury Storer practiced in Portland and was a member
90
of the Cumberland Bar.
Frederic Allen was noted for his sound knowledge of the
law, integrity, and strictly honorable practice.

About 1820 his

business rapidly increased and carried him into all the counties
of the state east of Cumberland.
from Bowdoin in 1820.

He received an honorary M . A.

His practice was carried on mostly at

Waldoboro and Gardiner, where he was a member of the Kennebec
Bar
William B. Sewall was a good lawyer and a "ripe" scholar
of cultivated taste and fine thought, and had a clear discriminating mind.

He helped prepare the Maine Register for 1820.

practiced at Kennebunk and Portland and was a member of the
Cumberland Bar.8
92
1
0
9
8

88Willis: op. cit., pp. 461-464.
89Ibid.. pp. 464-471.
90Ibid., pp. 471-476.
91Ibid., pp. 478-488.
92Ibid., pp. 488-495.
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Ben.iamin Ames was an astute lawyer and. an able advocate
under the patronage of William King.

"In a few years, he stood in

the front rank of the lawyers in Maine.

His docket was the

largest, and he entered a longer list of suits than any one of
the forty lawyers of Lincoln County and his- defenses were numerous."
Q *2
He practiced at Bath and was a member of the Lincoln Bar.
Nathan Weston was from 1811 to 1820 Chief Justice of the
Second Eastern Circuit

Court of Common Pleas.

Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of Maine.

In 1820 he became
He continued

until 1834 and then became Chief Justice until 1841.

He did not

have much practice as a lawyer since he was appointed very early
to the bench.

He presided with dignity and impartiality, and his

opinions were clear and to the point.^
William D. Williamson famous for his History of Maine,
was the most active Democratic lawyer in the county.

He was

Acting Governor of Maine for a time, Judge of Probate for
Penobscot County, and an original member of the Maine Historical
Society.

He practiced at Bangor and was a member of the Hancock

and Penobscot Bars.^ 9
4
3

93

Willis: op. cit., pp. 498-510.
94
Ibid., pp. 510-517.
QK
Ibid., pp. 517-521.
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Si-mon. Greenleaf was one of the most distinguished
lawyers and advocates of the Cumberland Bar.

He commenced

practice at Standish, continued at Gray, and finally in 1818
moved to Portland.

Here his business and fame increased.

Greenleaf toot rank among the foremost men at the Bar and by his
winning manners, and his persuasive style of speaking and
address, accompanied by the skill and ingenuity of his arguments,
established his reputation and his practice on a firm basis.
From 1820 to 1832 he was reporter of the decisions of the Supreme
Court.

His reports were distinguished for the clear and concise

manner in which the points of law were stated.

He was an out-

standing writ er and author, and one of Maine’s most eminent lawyers
and men.^®
Calvin Selden was Chief Justice of the Courts of
Sessions.

He practiced at Norridgewock and was a member of the
97
Somerset Bar.
General Samuel Fessenden was a strong rival of Simon
Greenleaf.

From 1818 to 1832 he was Major General of the Twelfth

Division, of the Massachusetts Militia.

As one of Maine's leading

men, he was' eminent in politics, a leading lawyer and a fine
orator.

General Fessenden practiced at New Gloucester and

96Willis: —0£. ------------cit., pp. 522-536.
Ibid., pp. 537-557.

9

Portland, and was a member of the Cumberland Bar.98*
William Allen Hayes was Judge of Probate from 1828 to
1847.

Judge Hayes practiced at South Berwick and was a member of

the York B a r . "
Albion K. Parris had a very outstanding and a not very
often paralleled career.

In 1811 he was County Attorney for

Oxford; in 1818 Judge of the United States District Court for
Maine; in 1820 Judge of Probate for Cumberland County.

He later

became Governor of the state and an Associate Justice of the
Maine Supreme Court.

Becoming a member of Congress at 28, Judge

of the United States Court at 30, and Governor at 33, proved that
he early acquired an unusual popularity.

Judge Parris practiced

at Oxford and Portland and was a member of the Oxford Bar.100
Hiram Belcher practiced at Farmington and was a member
of the Kennebec and Franklin Bars.101
Charles S. Daveis was one of the “best read and most
highly cultivated lawyers of Maine".

He was one of the first to

engage in equity practice in the state and becoming adept at this
for many years was a most skillful and successful practioner in
the admiralty and equity courts.
98

Willis: op. cit_,, pp. 541-557.
" ibid.» pp. 557-562.
1QQIbid.. pp. 565-572.
101Ibid., pp. 572-576.

Daveis practiced at Portland and

was a member of the Cumberland Bar.102
I

Charles Shaw practiced at Jefferson and was a member of
the Lincoln Bar.
Luther Pitch was County Attorney in 1820 and later was
first Judge of the Municipal Court of Portland.

He practiced at

Westbrook (Sacarappa) and Portland and was a member of the
Cumberland Bar.-^4
William Pitt Preble in 1811 became County Attorney for
York; in 1814 United States Attorney for York; and in 1820
Associate Judge of the Supreme Court.

In a few years he rose to

the front rank of the profession in Maine, and then entered the
diplomatic service.

Judge Preble was an outstanding lawyer and

judge and "one of the most prominent and influential politicians
in the state”.

He practiced at York, Alfred, and Portland, and

was a member of the York and Cumberland B a r s . ^ 3
Samuel E . Smith was Chief Justice of the Massachusetts
Second Circuit

Court of Common Pleas in Maine and an Associate

Judge of the Maine Circuit created in 1822.
in 1831, 1832, and 1833.

He became Governor

Smith practiced in Wiscasset and was a

member of the Lincoln Bar.^-O®1
6
5
*
2
0

102Willis: o p cit., pp. 577-590.
1Q3Ibid ., pp. 590-592.
1Q4Ibid., pp. 592-597.
105Ibid., pp. 597-614.
106Ibid., pp. 614-619.
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Ether Shepley in 1831 "became United States Attorney for
Maine and later became Chief Justice of the Supreme Court.

n o

judge ever more-faithfully or more promptly discharged the duties
of the bench than Judge Shepley."

He practiced at Saco and was a

member of the York Bar.-1-^?
Peleg Sprague was a judge in the District Court of the
United States.

His eloquence as an orator and outstanding ability

made him prominent as a politician in both the state and the
United States.

Judge Sprague practiced at Augusta and Hallowell
108
and was a member of the Kennebec Bar.
Ashur Ware was Judge of the United States District Court

for Maine.

He was a leading lawyer, a judge, and authority.

Judge

Ware practiced at Portland and was a member of the Cumberland Bar.*^99
Finances of the State Government
The revenues of the state in 1820 were derived principally
from direct taxation on the polls and estates of the inhabitants.
The taxes were assessed by the legislature in proportion to the
number of polls, and the estimated value of the aggregate real and
personal estates.

The state also received a tax of one per cent

■^^Willis: op. pit., pp. 619—626.
108Ibid., pp. 626-634.
109Ibid., pp. 634-646.

on the capital stock of the banks within the state.

The indirect

revenues came chiefly as taxes on litigation.110
The following statement shows the receipts of the
o

Government from the date of its organization to the close of the
year 1822.111
Received from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
from loans,
Taxes on the several Banks within the State,
State Tax, (on polls and estates) of 1820,
State Tax,
Clerks of Courts, for Justices' fees,S.J.Court
Treasurers of Counties,
Treasurers of towns,
Duties on Commissions of civil officers,
Refunded the Treasury,
Total,

Dollars

Receipts during the year 1822.
Cash inthe Treasury Jan. 1, 1822,
Received on State Tax of 1820,
State Tax of 1821,
State Tax of 1822,
Taxes on Banks,
from Treasurers of Counties, viz.
Oxford,
273.24
Penobscot, 397.10
Lincoln,
121.73
from Treasurers of towns, received by)
them for military exemptions,
;
for commissions to fish inspectors,
for Justices' commissions,

Greenleaf, Moses, A Survey of the State of Maine in Reference to
its Geographical Features, Statistics, and Political
Economy, Portland, Me., 1829, pp. 286-287.
ll:iIbid.. pp. 290-291.
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Justices • fees, S.J.Court, viz.
York County,
Cumberland,
Lincoln,
Hancock,(in part,)
Washington,
Oxford,
Kennebeck,
Somerset,
Penobscot,
C.Pleas, viz.
Justices1
York,
Cumberland,
Lincoln,
Washington,
Oxford,
Kennebeck,
Somerset,
Penobscot,
Fines,forfeitures,and bills of cost, viz.
In Cumberland,
193.06
Lincoln,
231.07
Somerset,
131.46
Unexpended balance of appropriations for the Conven-)
tion on the Constitution,
Received on loans,
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts award of Commissioners,
Premium on loans,
for timber sold on public lands,
Total

In like manner there follows the statement of the
disbursements of the Government to the close of the year 1822.

1 1 2 Greenleaf5

op. cit., pp. 305-306.

Pay of the House of Representatives,
Senate,)
Council1,
Appropriations,
Salaries,
Interest on State debt,
Miscellaneous Accounts, 1820,
do.
do.
1821,
Military accounts,
1821,
Court martial at Bucksport,
Pay of Committee on valuation,.
Electors of President and Vice President,
Pauper accounts,
Total
Disbursements during the year 1822.
Pay of the House of Representatives,
Senate,
Council,
Reimbursement of loans,
Interest on State debt,
Salaries, viz.
Governor
Secretary of State,
Adjutant General,
Treasurer,
Chief Justice S.J. Court,
3 Associates, do.
Attorney General,
Reporter,
former Chief J. C. C. C. P.
Commissioners under the act of Separation,
Board of Jurisprudence,
Annuities,
To Bowdoin College,
To Medical School,
To Waterville College,
Costs in Criminal Prosecutions, viz.
In York County,
Cumberland,
Lincoln,
Hancock,
Washington,
Oxford,
Kennebeck,
Somerset,
Penobscot,
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To Land Agents, perspecial resolves,
Clerks in Sec’ry. Ad;).Gen. and Treas. Offices.
Engrossing clerks,1
Chaplains,
Indians,
Pensions,
Reward to Informer,
State Printing,
Fuel,
Postage,
Removal of Ordnance and Military Stores,
Military expenses,
Paupers,
Sheriffs1 accounts,
Coroners’ accounts,
Miscellaneous accounts,
Total

81.80
337.50
260
65
412
132
40
2.232.01
407.81
83.70
400
7.259.24
2.579.39
490.29
147.98
1.470.11
114.497.61

The Militia
The enrolled militia consisted of persons from eighteen
to forty-five years of age.

All persons between the ages of forty

and forty-five were exempted from all military duty by paying
annually to their town treasurer the sum of $2.00, on or before
the first Tuesday in May, and by presenting the receipt to the
commanding officer before the first Tuesday in May, when the rules
and articles were publicly read to the company.

Each Captain was

required to parade his company on three different days in addition
•llfy
to the annual inspection. x

M

aine Farmers’ Almanack for 1820, p. 4.
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For infractions of the various rules the men were
l
114
subjected to the following fines.
Non appearance first Tuesday in May
$3.00
Non appearance at company trainings
2.00
Deficiency of gun,. layout and belt or
ramrod
1.00
Deficiency of cartridge box, cartridges
or knapsack t
.30
Deficiency of two spare flints,
priming wire or brush
.20
Disorderly firing, not more than
twenty dollars, nor less than
5.00
Neglecting to warn for exercise, not
more than twenty dollars nor less
than
12.00
Neglect of regimental duty
4.00
Disorderly behaviour, not more than
twenty dollars, nor less than
5.00
Neglecting to meet to choose officers
1.00
Giving false information, or refusing
to give names of persons liable to
military duty
20.00
Unmilitary conduct of musicians, not
more than twenty dollars nor less
than
10.00
Neglect of towns in providing ammunition,
not more than five hundred dollars
nor less than
20.00
Neglect in wearing uniform
2.00
In case of detachment and orders to
march for release, if paid in 24
hours after
50.00
The personnel of the militia is herewith shown from the
Abstract of the annual returns of the Militia of the State of
Maine for the year 1820.

114
Maine Farmers1 Almanack for 1820, p. 4.
115Greenleaf: ojd. cit.., pp. 338-339.

William King, Commander in Chief
1

GENERAL STAFF

Samuel Cony, Adjutant General.
Lt.Col.Thomas D. Robinson,
George Thatcher, Jr.
Aids to the Commander in
Chief
Charles Q. Clapp,
Robert Howard,
DIVISION STAFF.
Number of Divisions
Major Generals
Aids
Inspectors
Quarter Masters
Judge Advocates
BRIGADE STAFF.
Number of Brigades
Brigadier Generals
Aids
Majors and Inspectors
Quarter Masters
REGIMENTAL STAFF
Number of Regiments
Colonels
Lieutenant Colonels
Majors
Adjutants
Quarter Masters
Paymasters
Chaplains
Surgeons
Surgeons' Mates
Serjeant(sic) Majors
Qr. Master Sergeants
Drum Majors
Fife Majors
Masters of Reg’t bands
Deputy Masters
do.
Musicians
do.

INFANTRY, LIGHT INFANTRY
AND RIFLEMEN.
No. of Companies)
of Infantry ).
No. of Companies
)
of L t . Infantry )
No. of Companies )
of Riflemen )
Captains
Lieutenants
Ensigns
Seaxjeants (sic)
Corporals
Musicians
Privates
Conditional exempts
Aggregate
CAVALRY
Number of Regiments )**
or Battallions
)
Colonels
Lieutenant Colonels
Majors
Adjutants
Quarter Masters
Paymasters
Chaplains
Surgeons
Surgeons* Mates
Qr. Master Serjeants
Serjeant (sic) Major
No. of Companies)
or Troups
Captains

Lieutenants
Cornet s
Serjeants (sic)
Corporals
Trumpeters
Privates
Aggregate

j.

'

1820
48
24
90
9
33
752
1.620

**1 Regiment, 5 Battallions, and 2 detached Companies.

♦Number of Regiments
or Battallions
Colonels
Lieutenant Colonels
Majors
Adjutants
Quarter Masters
Paymasters
Chaplains
Surgeons
Surgeons* Mates
Serjeant Majors

ARTILLERY •
1820
*
1
1
9
9
9
1
1
6
1
1

Qr. Master Serjeants
Drum Majors
Fife Majors
No. of Companies
Captains
Lieutenants
Serjeants
Corporals
Musicians
Privates.
Aggregate

2
27
27
54
94
29
99
1178
1522

* 1 Regiment, 11 Battallions, and 3 detached Companies.
RECAPITULATION.
General, Field and Staff Officers
Company Officers
Non commissioned Officers
Musicians
Privates
Aggregate of Infantry & C.
Cavalry
Artillery '

Total,

1820
613
1.380
2.196
1.361
25.395
30.939

Total,

28.397
1.020
1.522
30.939

-
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CHAPTER III
THE POPULATION
The nature of this chapter will he somewhat statistical,
presenting a preliminary survey, the rate of increase, and contemporary figures of the population.

It is well perhaps to start

with a survey in order to demonstrate reasons for the present
size of the population.

The following table* is the aggregate of

the population of Maine at different periods with the ratio,
amount, and sources of its annual increase.■L
TABLE I
A.D.

Amount
No, of
Average Amount
Annual
Total
inhabitants increase increase natural immigration increase
per year increase
ia ratio

♦The numbers stated in the foregoing table, as the population at,
and prior to, the year 1784, are estimates deduced from the
number of rateable polls, returned at those periods. The numbers
at, and since the year 1790, are from the federal census.
**The natural increase during this ten years would have been,
according to the assumed ratio about 78,000, but the whole
increase being 69,630, leaves a deficit of more than 8,000 to
be accounted for by what was familiarly termed the ’’Ohio Fever”.

1

Greenleaf:

on. cit., p. 134.

P O P U L ATION °
f
A T

D IF F E R E N T

PERIODS
LEGEND
1 6 7 5
1 78 5

a

/7 6 0

a

m

1820

a
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The annual ratio of increase exhibited in Table I
indicates that in proportion to the population of New England,
Maine received more than its share of immigration just prior to
and during the early part of the Revolutionary War.

From the

close of the war to the year 1790, the proportion of immigrants
was still greater; from 1810 to 1820 the current was reversed,
and emigration from the state carried off a number equal to
nearly one-eighth of its natural increase during that period.
At all other times, since the earliest accounts we have of the
number of inhabitants, the proportion of their increase has been
remarkably regular, and about one-third of it has been derived
from immigration.2
During the period from 1810 to 1820 there seems to have
been a remarkable change and the population of the state, for a
short time, instead of increasing as had always been the case
heretofore by the accession of large numbers from other states,
now experienced a diminution of its own natural increase to the
amount of about 8000 souls.

Some part of this was undoubtedly due

to the check given to the prosperity of the state by the embargo,
and still more by the war.

In addition other causes were added •

to these, the operation and effects of which were perceived the

^Greenleaf:

op. bit., pp. 135-136.

104004
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most sensibly in the short space of about three years, from
1815 to 1818.34
About this time a number of peculiar circumstances
combined their influence to produce a remarkable emigration from
Maine, and from the whole of New England.

The result upon the

population of the state at the year 1820 appears to be a comparative loss of from 25,000 to 30,000, which it might rationally
have expected to have received from other states, and the absolute
loss of about 8,000 of its own inhabitants.

"The effect of this

unusual state of things upon the population of the state at the
present time, will be a diminution of not less than 50,000 and
probably nearer 60,000 from the number to which it would now have
arrived."4
There were many reasons for the above loss.

The latter

part of the War of 1812 had an adverse effect particularly upon
the eastern people.

Commercial intercourse had practically stopped..

Articles were scarce and prices were high.

The spring seasons for

the years 1815 to 1818 were uncommonly cold and unpromising.
during the summ er, there were frosts.
debt.

Even

There was much poverty and

All these factors caused the discontented people to look

with longing eyes at the lands of Ohio and Kentucky, which were

3Gfeenleaf: op. cit., pp. 136-137.
4Ibid., pp. 136-137.
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said to be rich, to have a mild climate and long summers.56
The impulse had been given towards these lands by the
circumstances of the war.

The theater of operations in the Great

Lakes region had attracted general attention.

As a result many

opportunities for profitable speculation were afforded.

The

circulation of-money increased and did not immediately cease,
after the removal of the principal cause.

The fertility of the

soil, and other advantages of the country, became more extensively
known, while its disadvantages were not observed.

A new spirit of

enterprise and speculation was awakened among those who were
interested in promoting its settlement.

The public mind, just

relaxed from the excitement of the war, was in the state exactly
fitted to seize any new object with avidity, and easily receive
and obey any new impulse.

Circumstances concurred remarkably to

favor this impulse in particular.5
In addition the change from war to peace produced changes
in enterprises, speculations, and business throughout the country,
occasioned embarassments, and bankruptcies, and prepared a new
class to seize the opportunities, and attempt to reap the promised
golden harvest in the west.

In some parts of the state, a large

portion of the inhabitants were in debt for the land on which they

5Williamson: 0£. cit., Vol. II, p. 664.
6Greenleaf: o£. cit., pp. 136-137.
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settled.

The legislature adopted measures to settle titles and

cause payments for the land, which resulted in much trouble and
discomfort.^
To cap the climax, the winter and spring of 1816 and
1817 were especially severe.

Hundreds sold their homes and moved.8

The excitement was extensive, deep, and alarming, but transient.
By 1818 it had almost ceased and Maine resumed her normal course
and increase.^
It is well, perhaps, in order to engender a more thorough
understanding of the population to show the progress of the different settlements from time to time beginning with the year 1790.
This progress is evidenced in the following table.
TABLE II
Number of Inhabitants
In 1810
In 1800
In 1820
Counties
Settlements begun Settlements begun Settlements begun
between 1790-1800 between 1800-1810 between 1800-1820
556
York
Cumberland
309
Lincoln
2,987
297
652
Waldo*
1,565
Hancock
1,283
2,094
232
Washingt on
-246
329
366
Kennebeck( sic)
3,000
546
Oxford
2,347
1,037
1,072
Somerset
1,751
2,398
1,443
Penobscot
875
2,880
2,227
Total
13,354
§ ,581
7,557
*Waldo was part of Hancock County in 1820, It became a county in
1827. (Varney, Gazetteer of Maine, p. 556.)
^Greenleaf: op. cit. , p. 137.
^Williamson: op. cit.., Vol. II, p. 664.
^Greenleaf:
op. cit.., pp. 138-139.
iQlbid., p> 149. (Appendix to Table VI.)

In order to complete the background the aggregate of
the population of the United States and the ratio of its increase
at different periods will be compared with the relative proportion
i.
of that of Maine.^
TABLE III
Years
1750
1774
1784
1790
1800
1810
1820

Number of
inhabitants
1,779,259
2,141,307
2,389,300
3,929,326
5,309,758
7,329,903
9,625,723

Ratio of increase
per annum
2 1/2
2
6
3 1/4
3
2 3/4

Proportion of population
of Maine to
United States
7008 (8 to 1000)
.016
.020
.024
.028
.031
.031

As is to be noticed from Table III the relative proportion of the population of Maine to the United States increased in
favor of Maine with great uniformity to 1810.

From 1810 to 1820

the relative proportion between Maine and the United States
remained stationary.

This was the period of the general mania for

migrating to the western states.

According to the usual increase

the proportion would have been ,034. instead of .031.
Maine kept up her relative increase in the face of
considerable disadvantages in popular opinion.

The climate and

soil of Maine were represented as harsh and unfavorable.

Also

this constant relative increase was kept up without the artificial
11Greenleaf: _ ojd. cit. , p. 152. (Table VIII)
12Ibid., p. 152.
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excitements which occurred in other states.

13

The progressive density of the population of Maine was
as follows:14
Sauare miles
33,367

1783

Population per sauare mile
1810
1820
1800
1790

1 1/2

4

3

7

9

Mr. Greenleaf indulges in a little prophecy as to the
future population of Maine based on the data which he had collected
and presented in his tables.

He says, "The most commercial of the

states, so far as numbers employed may be the criterion, will
sustain the most dense population ----

As previously mentioned

Maine is the second commercial state in the Union.

With the

advantages of commerce, navigation, fisheries, good laws, and
habits, a climate and soil favorable to healthy, vigorous, and
industrious agricultural population, it will not be unreasonable
to conclude that it will, at a future date, support an aggregate
population, at least as dense as any other part of the United
States, of equal extent; and much superior to that of some of the
states which are now far before it in point of numbers, and some
also which are greater in extent of territory.

1 ’Z

Greenleaf: op. cit., p. 152.
14Ibid., p. 167. (Table XIV)

-65-

wA look at Tables III [p. 14fj, XIII

jj> p.

165-166/, and

Table XIV Jjpp. 167-168], shows that if the population of Maine
increases at its lowest rate for the last ten years, it must still,
j
about the year 1862, have arrived at an average density of 30 to
the square mile; if the increase is equal to its average natural
increase, it will occur in 1853; if it follows the average of the
past 70 years it will be attained in 1844."15
The accuracy of Mr. Greenleaf’s prophecy can be fudged
when one looks at the actual

figures of increase.-^

In 1830 the

population was 399,455; in 1840 it was 501,793; and in 1850 it was
583,169.

Whereas Mr. Greenleaf prophesied that in 1853 the average

density would be 30 to the square mile, it really turned out to be
only 17 and a fraction.
In 1820 Maine had 9 counties and 236 incorporated towns,
while its population was 298,335.17

The following tables show

definitely and minutely where the population of Maine was located.

15Greenleaf: o£. cit'., pp. 176-177.
TG
.
................ .... . ............. .
The World Almanac and Book of Facts for 1930, New York, N. Y.
1930, p. 379.
17
Varney, Gazetteer of Maine, p. 57.

TABLE18 IV* .
Counties
Cumberland i
Hancock
Kennebec
Lincoln
Oxford
Penobscot
Somerset
Waldo**
Washington
York
Total for State
♦MacDonald, and Greenleaf differ slightly in their figures.
(Greenleaf pp. 140-141.)
**Cf ♦ ante p.62.
The whole extent of territory included within the limits
of all the towns and plantations, in which there were any settlements in 1820, amounted to 10,277 square miles, and the density of
the population within the limits varied in different counties from
12 to 56 persons to the square mile.
was 29 persons to the square mile.

The average of all counties
More than two-thirds of the

state was in 1820 wholly a wilderness.18
Continuing, the population of the towns in 1820, taken
County by County,20 was as follows:

18MacDonald: 0 £. cit., p. 251.
10Greenleaf: ojd. crt., pp. 140-141.
2QIbjd., pp. 144-149.
(Table VI)

(Table II)
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TABLE V
Cumberland County
Towns
C. Elizabeth
Falmouth )
Portland J
Westbrook)
Baldwin
Bridgton
Brunswick
Danville
Durham
Freeport
Pownal
Gorham
Gray

1790
i■
1355
2991
2240
190
329
387
724
1330
2244
577

Towns

1810 1820
1415 1694
4105 1679
7169 8581
2494
546 1124
882 1160
2682 2954
805 1083
1772 1560
2184 2177
872 1051
2632 2800
1310 1499

Harrison
)
Otisfield
)
Phillips’ Gore)
Harpswell
Minot
Poland
N ew Gloucester
N. Yarmouth)
Cumberland )
Raymond
Standish
Scarborough
Windham
Thompson pnd pl .

1790 1810 1820
197

439 789
912 1107

1071 1190
2020
1276 850
1358 1649
1978 3295

1256
2534
1353
1628
3646

345 826 1396
716 1378 1619
2235 2094 2232
938 1613 1793
191 180

Hancock County
Towns
Penobscot )
Castine
)
Brooksville)
Bluehill
Bucksport
)
Eden
Mt. Desert)
Gouldsborough
Orland
Orphan' Island
Deer Isle
Ellsworth
Surry
Sedgwick
Sullivan
Trenton

1790 1810 1820
1048. 1302 1009
1036 975
972
274 658 957
316 1403 1658
657 764
744 1047 1349
267 471 560
240 480 610
124
682 1057 1842
614 892
239 360 428
569 1352 1420
504 711 872
312 501 639

Towns
Vinalhaven
Township No. 8
Lot Y townships
Franklin No. 8)
No. 9)
7
14
15
Mariaville 20
21
26
27
33
38
N. Davision 1
Islands

1790 1810 1820
578 1052 1308
113
98
144
105
9

173
133
82
67
41
200
15
103
(224) 47
14
29
49
66 214 481
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Kennebeck County

Towns
Augusta )
Hallowell)
Belgrade
Clinton
China )
Harlem)
Chesterville
Dearborn
Albion
Pittston)
Gardiner)
Monmouth
Mt. Vernon
New Sharon
Greene
Leeds
Nelson Tract
No. 3'

1790 1810 1820

Towns

Fayette
1805 2457
Readfield
1194 2068 2919
Rowe
159 996 1121
Temple
278 1050 1358
Vassalborough)
894
Sidney
)
262 939 862
Winslow
)
430 612
481 463
Waterville)
924 1204 . Vienna
605 1018 1337
Wilton
Wayne
1029 2053
1262 1596
Winthrop
618 1098 1293
Windsor
944 1219
Farmington
639 1277 1309
Smithstown
263 1273 1534
Oakhill
Thompsontown
350

1790 1810 1820
166

804
1396
585
482
2063
1558
658
1314
417
770
819
1444
468
1639

823
1513
533
615
2434
1890
935
1719
665
1115
1051
1619
1054
1938

1810
1232
1206
1271
1266
2160
532
1168
322 480
121
855 1288
439 1614

1820
1240
1583
1429
1391
2244
600
1325
587

f

1240
779

297
1240
494
521

Lincoln County
Towns
Bath
Bristol
Bowdoinham
Bowdoin
Boothbay
Wiscasset)
Alna
j
Dresden )
Litchfield
Lewiston
Georgetown)
Phipsburgh
Jefferson
Whitefield
Balltown
Woolwich
Washington
Patricktown PI.
Monhegan I .
Waldo’s Claim

1790
949
1718
455
983
997
2055

1810
2491
2753
1412
1649
1582
2083
797
1096
1847
532 1033
1333 1998

1820
3026
2927
2259
1777
1950
2131
975
1338
2120
1312
1165
1119
1205 1577
995 1429

1072
797 1050 1330
652
138 292
43
68

Towns
New Castle
Nobleboro
Topsham
Union
Waldoborough
Cushing
T
St. George)
Friendship)
Medemac
)
Edgecomb
Lisbon
)
Little River)
Thompsonboro)
Wales
Warren
Thomaston
Canaan Plant.
Collamores ridge
Pinhook

1790
896
516
826
200
1210
942

64

1629
2240

471 515
646 1443 1826
801 2106 2653
*
46
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Oxford County
Towns
Andover
Albany
Brownfirld
Buckfield
Berlin &
Plant. No. 6
Carthage
Denmark
Hiram
Howard’s Gore
Hartford)
Sumner
Jay
Livermore
Lovell
Sweden
Gilead
Greenwood
Hebron
Woodstock
Bradley &
Eastman1s grant
Newsuncook
Chandler’s Gore
Plant. No. 2
Bachelder
Hamlin's Grant
Wsurp. Andover
Township A. 1
»
A. 2
"
B.
"
E.
"
No. 7

1790 1810 1820
22 264 368
165 288
1
250 388 727
453 1251 1501
323
4 171
436 792
192 336 700
61
67
720 111B
189 611 1058
103 1107 1614
1560 2174
365 430
249
215 328
273 392
530 1211 1727
236 509
8
9
79
41
16

13

42
97
91
65
31
44
34
6
40
113

Towns
Mexico )
Dixfield)
Norway
Newry
Porter
Peru
Paris
Turner
Rumford
Waterford
Weld
Bethel
Fryeburgh
" Addition
" Acad grant
Township No. 8
No. 1 - 1st range
No. 3 - 2d range)
Rangely
)

1790 1810 1820

448

349
140
100
547

14
403
1010
202
292
92
1320
1129
629
860
318
975
1004

148
595
1330
303
487
343
1894
1726
871
1035
489
1267
1057
129
40
155
158
23

Penobscot County
______Towns
Atkinson
Bangor
Brewer
)
Orrington)
Blakesburgh
Brownville
Carmel
Corinth
Charleston
Dixmont
Dutton
Dover
Dexter
Eddington
Exeter
Etna
Sangerville
Stetson Pl
Williamsburgh
No. 1 - 6th range
No. 7 - 9th
»'
Townships
)No.l
on Penobscot)2&3
On States Island
E. of Penob. No.
No.
Sunkhaze
No.
No.
Madawaska
North Harwich

1

Towns
Foxcroft
Guilford
Garland
Hampden Unc.
Hermon
Howland )
Maxfield)
Jarvis* Gore
Kirkland
Kilmarnock
Levant
Milo
Newburgh
Newport
Orono
Sebec

Somerset County
Towns

1790 1810 1820

264 633 948
Anson
374 590
Athens
j.
304 450
Avon
45
44
Abbott
103 409 336
Bingham )
481
Brighton)
1275
1470
Canaan
)
454
889
Bloomfield)
Cornville
504 652
Corinna
117 325
Concord
94 250
Embden
351 646
Eastpond Pl
53 144
Fairfield
492 1348 1609
Freeman
237 517
Harmony
351 584
Starks
327 828 1043
Solon
302 468
Strong
424 862
No. 5 - 2d range
155
No. 2 130
2 - E. of Moscow
19
1 - 3d. E. of river
41
No. 3 - 3d range
20
No. 4
37

Towns
Hartland
)
Pittsfield )
Sebasticook)
Industry
Kingfield
Mercer
Madison
Monson
Moscow
Norridgewock
New Portland
New Vineyard
Phillips
Parkman
Palmyra
Ripley
Residue of
Bingham tract
St. Albans
Bingham
)
W. of the river)
No. 2 - 1st range
No. 1 - 2d
H
No. 1 - 3rd
«
No. 2 - 2d
«

1790 1810 1820
411
315
562
100
562
686
376

188
117

778
464
743
881
73
286
1454
817
591
624
255
336
325

116

91
371

880
421
484
275

81
76

93
66
27
28

Waldo County*
Towns
Appleton
Hope
Camden
Montville
Davistown
Liberty
Palermo
Freedom
Unity
Burnham
Troy
Islesborough ;
Lincolnville
Belfast
*Cf . ante p. 62.

1790 1810 1820
316
173 787
331 1607
864
269
130
761
793
192
214
382 583
278 1013
245 1274

511
1179
1825
1266
409
1056
788
978
202
505
639
1294
2026

Towns
Frankfort
Monroe
Jackson
Thorndike
Knox
Brooks
Belmont
Swanville
Searsmont
Waldo
Canaan Plant.
Zuantibaycook
Northport
Prospect

1790 1810 1820
891 1493 2127
189 630
275 375
224 438
414 560
212 318
744
251 503
675
240
132
780 439
1300 1771
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Washington County
Towns
Addison
Alexander
Baring
Columbia
Cherryfield
Calais
Charlotte
Cutler
Cooper
Dennysville
Eastport
Lubec
Harrington
Jonesboro
Machias
Perry

1790 1810 1820
177
.1
223
84
37

399
15
37
518
181
372
37
224

144 397
244 1511
95 469
212 566
879 1570
66 240

519
114
61
537
241
418
211
362
20
557
1937
1430
723
675
2033
407

Towns
Robbinston
Steuben
Trescott
Whiting
Township No. 7
H
No. 10
"
No. 13
»
No. 14
''
No. 17
"
No. 18
B
No. 19
"
No. 20
«
No. 23
Houlton Plant.
New Limerick pi.

1790 1810 1820
54
208
29
54
42
7
8

371
552
116
92
51
76
45
16
12

424
780
264
182
74
154
47
29
28
20
34
50
70
117

York County
Towns
Alfred
)
Berwick
S. Berwick;
Buxton
Biddeford
Cornish
Elliot
Kittery
Hollis
Kennebunkport
Kennebunk
Wells

1790 1810 1820

Towns

1790 1810 1820

311 1106 1271
3984 4455 2736
1475
1564 2324 2599
1018 1563 1738
262 971 1088
1650 1649
3250 2019 1886
662 1427 1762
1458 2371 2478
2415
3070 4489 2660

Lebanon
Limerick
Limington
Newfield )
Shapleigh)
Parsonsfield
Sanford
Saco
Waterborough
York
Lyman

1275 1938 2223
411 1117 1377
607 1774 2122
815 1147
1329 2362 2815
655 1763 2355
1802 1492 1831
1352 1492 1831
965 1375 1395
2900 3046 3224
775 1118 1387

The preceding table gives the population of all the
settlements.but these were not all towns.

The following table

gives the towns existing in 1820 and the dates of their
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incorporation. 21
TABLE VI
Cumberland County
Town
Portland
Bridgton
Cape Elizabeth
Durham
Freeport
Gray
Harrison
New Gloucester
Otisfield
Pownal
Scarboro
Westbrook

Year
Incorporated
1786
1794
1765
1789
1789
1778
1805
1774
1798
1808
1658
1814

Town
Baldwin
Brunswick
Danville
Falmouth
Gorham
Harpswell
Minot
North Yarmouth
Poland
Raymond
Standish
Windham

Year
Incorporated
1802
1738
1802
1718
1764.
1758
1802
1713
1795
1803
1785
1762

Hancock County
Town
Belfast
Bluehill
Bucksport
Deerisle (sic)
Ellsworth
Goldsborough
Jackson
Lincolnville
Northport
Prospect
Sullivan
Swanville
Trenton

Year
Incorporated
1773
1789
1816
1789
1800
1789
1818
1802
1796
1794
1789
1818
1789

Town
Belmont
Brooks
Castine
Eden
Frankfort
Islesborough
Knox
Monroe
Orland
Searsmont
Surry
Thorndike
Vinalhaven

^ Maine Register for 1830. pp. 65-72

Year
Incorporated
1816
1796
1796
1789
1789
1819
1818
1800
1814
1803
1819
1789

Kennebec County
Town
Augusta
Chesterville
Clinton
Fairfax
Fayette
Gardiner
Hallowell
Joy
Monmouth
Mount Vernon
Pittston
Rome
Temple
Vassalborough
Waterville
Wilton
Winthrop_______

Year ./
.Town......... Y e a r .....
Incorporated _______ _________ Incorporated

Lincoln County
T
Town
~
’ Year
___________________ Incorporated 1
Alna
Boothbay
Bowdoinham
Camden
Dresden
Friendship
Hope
Lewiston
Litchfield
New Castle
Palermo
Putnam
Thomaston
Union
Wales
Wiscasset
Woolwich

-

Town ~
Year
___________ Incorporated

Oxford County
Town
Albany
Brownfield
Denmark
East Andover
Gilead
Hebron
Hartford
Livermore
Mexico
Norway
Porter
Sumner
Turner
Weld

Year
Incorporated
1803
1
1802
1807
1804
1804
1792
1798
1795
1797
1807
1798
1786
1804

Town
Bethel
Buckfield
Dixfield
Fryeburg
Greenwood
Hiram
Jay
Lovell
Newry
Paris
Rumford
Sweden
Waterford
Woodstock

Year
Incorporated
1796
1793
1803
1777
1815
1807
1795
1800
1805
1793
1800
1813
1716
1807

Penobscot County
Town
Atkinson
Brooksville
Corinth
Dixmont
Exeter
Garland
Hamden (sic)
Levant
New Charlestown
Orono
Sangerville

Year
Incorporated
1819
1817
1807
1811
1784
1813
1806
1814

Town
Bangor Brewer
Carmel
Dexter
Eddington
Foxcroft
Guilford
Hermon
Newburg
Newport
Orrington
Sebec

Year
Incorporated
1791
1810
1815
1816
1814
1819
1814
1788
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Somerset County
Town
Anson
Athens
Bloomfield
Corinna
Embden
Freeman
Industry
Madison
Moscow
New Portland
Northhill
Phillips
Solon
Starks
Warsaw

j

Year
;
Incorporated
1798
1803
1814
1816
1804
1808
1803
1804
1816
1808
1816
1812
1809
1795

Town
Avon
Bingham
Canaan
Cornville
Fairfield
Harmony
Kingfield
Mercer
New Vineyard
Norridgewock
Palmyra
Ripley
St. Albans
Strong

Year
Incorporated
1802
1812
1788
1798
1788
1803
1816
1804
1802
1788
1807
1816
1813
1801

♦Washington County
Town
Addison
Cherryfield
Denneysville
Harrington
Lubec
Perry
Steuben

Year
Incorporated
1797
1815
1818
1797
1811
1818
1795

Town
Calais
Columbia
Eastport
Jonesborough
Machias
Robbinstown

Year
Incorporated
1809
1796
1798
1809
1784
1811

York County
Town

Town
Year
Incorporated
Alfred
1808
Arundel
Berwick, S .Berwick
Biddeford
1713
Buxton
1772
Cornish
Elliot
1810
Hollis
Kittery
Lebanon
1653
Limerick
1787
Limington
Lyman
Newfield
1778
Parsonsfield
1787
Saco
Sanford
1768
Shapleigh
Waterborough
1787
Wells
York
1653
♦The towns of Waldo were not listed separately.

Year
Incorporated
1719
1718
1794
1812
1767
1762
1794
1762
1785
1653
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There were five towns incorporated in 1819 namely,
Atkinson and Knox, the twelfth of February; Newburgh the
thirteenth; Thorndike the fifteenth, and Warsaw the nineteenth
of June.

The last two towns to be incorporated before the

separation were Hartland and Etna on the seventh and fifteenth
of February, 1820.

The addition of these two made in all 236

corporated towns.^^
In conclusion the Indians must be considered.

By 1820

the only Indian tribes left in Maine were those at Penobscot and
Passamaquoddy.

The Penobscot tribe consisted of from two hundred

and fifty to three hundred, two-thirds of whom were women and
children. ^

^Williamson:
op., c it., Vol. II, p. 674.
33Ibid., Vol. II, pp. 669-670.
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CHAPTER IV
COMMERCE
i

General Survey

In 1820 Maine as a commercial state ranked second in
the Union, Massachusetts being first.1

During the decade 1810p
1820 the shipping had increased more than 13,000 tons, reaching

140,373 tons3 in 1820.

Much of this shipping was engaged in the

fisheries, the tonnage so employed from 1820 to 1826 annually
averaging nearly one-fifth of the total tonnage engaged in
fisheries in the entire United States.

Ten thousand men were

employed in this business alone, and the annual export of fish
was estimated to be worth in the neighborhood of $250,000.^

The

bounties or allowances paid out principally to fishermen in Maine
were $42,345.86 in 1820.

These figures with those of other years

in this period show that Maine’s fisheries were very flourishing.
The amount received under the act for the relief of sick and
disabled seamen in Maine was $3,168.40 in 1820.

In the four years

1817 to 1820 $11,359.20 was appropriated through this act.

During

the same period there was paid out only $3,236.10 to them, showing

iGreenleaf: op. cit. . p. 164.
2Clark, Calvin M., History of Bangor Theological Seminary, Boston,
Mass., 1916, p. 6.
3Williamson: op. cit.., Vol. II, p. 700.

4Clark:

op., cit., p. 6.

TABLE I

->79-

TABLE I5
Statement of the Tonnage of the
for 1820
Registered.
Enrolled &Licensed.
Permanent. Temporary. 1Permanent. Temp*y
& 95ths.
TO
S
N

DISTRICTS'
Passammaquoddy
Machias
Frenchman *s Bay
Penobscot
Belfast
Waldoborough
Wiscasset
Bath
Portland
Saco
Kennebunk
York

.503.90
.475.60
1.952.13
3.539.53
1.989.40
5.917.46
2.737.43
12.164.17
22.059.20
.940.19
7.379.15
. .386.13

3.586.94
.469.65
.236.33
.155.77
.332.87
.197.53
.764.09
.187
.923
.248.08
.238.82

Total

59.944.49

7.329.68

5

Greenleaf:

op. cit., p. 230

.

.

.

.

-

.815.32 162.83
2.567.55
4.969.06
8.969.62
5.580.83
13.857.13 54.53
5.873.94
8.487.82
8.988.62
2.059.29
.951.71
.615.64 231.30
63.734.83 448.71

Shipping in Maine.
Licensed under 20 T.
Aggregate of Prop o.of enro.& lic. in
Coas. trade Cod fish'y. the District. Coast trade Ood fishery
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that there were great numbers engaged in a seafaring life and
it also was proof of their strong constitutions and temperate
habits.^

!

Here is a comparison of the tonnage of the several
districts in the state, as stated in the books of the Treasury
department of the United States with that returned by order of
the legislature of the state in order to show the disagreement
in the year 1820.
Appendix to Table 1^

Ports in the Counties of
Washington
Hancock, Waldo and Penobscot
Lincoln and Kennebeck
Cumberland and York
Total

True amount from
the Custom-House
Books
9.305 tons
30.182
54.004
46.882
140.373

6Williamson: pp. cit., Vol. II, p. 701.
7Greenleaf:
op. cit. , p. 257.

Amount returned
to the State
Legislature
3.635 tons
18.379
43.661
36.803
102.478

The value of exports from Maine in 1820 was:
$1,041,148; foreign (1821), $1,036,642.
valued at $980,294.® (See Table II)

domestic,

The imports in 1820 were

"It has been estimated that

the exports from Maine, coastwise and not registered, are about
three or four times more than what appears above by the custom
house registry, to have been entered.

So that the coastwise

exports for 1820, may have been $3,500,000."®
The amount of duties which the United States received
from Maine "on merchandise, tonnage, passports, and clearances",
after deducting debentures issued on the exportation of foreign
merchandise, bounties and allowances, was in 1820 $337,989.67 and
in 1821 $378,852.21.10

(See Table III)

The commerce of the state consisted principally in
exports of timber, as masts, spars, boards, plank, scantling,
stakes, and other lumber; wool, bark, dried and pickled fish, beef,
pork, livestock, butter, cheese and cider, corn and various other
products of agriculture, lime and marble, candles,

soap, shoes,

boots, nails, bricks, household furniture, and other manufactured
articles of various kinds from the other New England states;
grindstones and plaster from New Brunswick and Nova Scotia;

^Williamson:
op. c i t . , Vol. II, p. 700.
® Ibid., Vol. II, (See note at bottom of pages 700-701.)
•*-®Ibid., Vol. II, (See note at bottom of page 701.)
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TABLE II11
The following is a statement exhibiting the value
of imports to and exports from the State of Maine, during
the year ending on the 30th day of September 1821, and also
the quantity of American and foreign tonnage which entered
and departed during the same period.
Merchemdise imported
In
In
Years American Foreign
Total
vessels vessels
1821 .972.795

11

Greenleaf:

7.499

Merchandise
Domestic Produce
American Foreign
Total
vessels vessels

.980.294 .993.623

op. pit., p. 242.

.600

.994.223

TABLE II
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Exported
Foreign Produce
American Foreign Total
vessels vessels

Tonnage
American
Foreign
Total dom.
& foreign Entered Departed Entered Depart
produce

TABLE III

12

This statement shows in detail the amount of
duties on imports and tonnage, etc.— payments for drawi

backs on foreign merchandise, domestic refined sugars and
domestic distilled spirits exported— payments for bounties
on salted fish state exported— allowance to vessels employed in the fisheries— and of the expenses of collection
of said duties in the State of Maine, for the year 1820.

Gross Amount of
________________________ ______ _______________
~Duties on
Duties on Light Passports and
Merchandise
Tonnage Money Clearances

DISTRICTS

Passamaquoddy
Machias
Frenchman’s Bay
Penobscot
Waldoborough
Belfast
Wiscasset
Bath
Portland
Saco
Kennebunk
York
Total

12 Greenleaf:

op. c i t ., p. 228

TABLE III

Fines, Forfeitures
and Penalties

Amount
received
of Captors
being 2
per cent on
prizes

Net amount
of Marine
Hospital
Money

Gross amount
of Revenue

TABLE III —

Drawback on
Drawback
foreign
on dom.
merchandise
ref. sugar
___________________ exported______ exported
DISTRICTS

Passamaquoddy
Machias
Frenchman’s Bay
Penobscot
Waldoborough
Belfast
Wiscasset
Bath
Portland
Saco
Kennebunk
York
Total

continued

Drawback on
dom. dist.
spirits
exported

TABLE III —

continued

Payments for
Expenses
County on Allowances Duties
Expenses Net amount
attending
salted fish to vessels refunded
of
of
prosecution exported
employed in
collection
revenue
__________________________fisheries________________________ __________
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molasses, sugar, rum, coffee, etc., from the West Indies; salt,
iron, and earthernware, woolen and other manufactures from
Great Britain; hemp, duck, iron, etc., from the north of Europe.13
j
I
The amount of direct exports from the several collection
districts to foreign ports for the year 1826, exclusive of exports
coastwise, was as follows.
TABLE IV1
14
3
Distriot of York,
principally b oards, total value about
Kennebunk, (estimated)
lumber, various kinds, value
products of agriculture, &c. &c.
Saco,
1 340 663 feet boards, value
65 200 Staves
n
276 M. Shingles
1 616 Shooks and heading
4 000 Hoops
135 bbls Beef
155 bbls flour
251 quintals dried fish
230 bbls pickled fish, value
21 boxes Candles
49 bushels beans
27 bbls pork
1 111 lbs butter
64 head live stock
corn, meal, potatoes, apples,)
poultry, spars, &c. &c.
)
Portland,
Specie
18 790 quintals dried fish
6 879 bbls pickled fish
26 004 lbs Spermaceti candles
2 410 M. Shingles)
32 312 676 f t . boards )
ali other lumber
303 bbls tar, pitch, &c.
2 481 bbls beef 1
3
13Greenleaf: op . c i t . , p. 218.
14Ibid., pp. 244-245.

$800
$50 400
50 400

100 800

10 550
622
312
1 006
65
1 860
881
541

868
221
52
373

110

1 890
2
2
51
344
8

549
361
432
501
750

344 501
66 645
695
20 351

21 810

16
3
19
74
5
4
1
4

660 lbs. butter)
525 lbs cheese )
55
lbs bacon )
280 lbs lard
)
333 bbls flour
789 bushels corn
590 bbls bread
316 bushels potatoes
293 tierces rice
303 hhds. tobacco
94 987 lbs tallow candles)
157 307 lbs soap
)
Leather, shoes and boots
4 884 Gallons domestic )
distilled spirits
)
Household furniture
25 308 lbs nails
Castings and all manufactures of iron
21 798 lbs powder
manufactures not enumerated
raw products not enumerated
boards, shingles and other)
Bath,
lumber
)
corn, wheat, potatoes,)
apples, oats, &c.
)
Wiscasset, boards
staves, shingles, masts,)
spars &c.
)
uncertain
products of agriculture
boards, scantling, shingles)
Belfast,
sugar,box shooks, hhd. shooks)
spars, staves, oats, & c . &c. )
products of agriculture
pickled fish, dry fish, soap )
candles, bricks, &c. &c.
)
Frenchman' s Bay, lumber, various kinds
Bangor,
lumber, (estimated)
Machias,
boards
Eastport, boards, scantling,)
timber, staves, & c . )
bread stuff and salted)
provisions,
)
tea, tobacco, nails, silks,)
and American manufactures )
Total —

Dollars

♦Before the closing of the British Colonial ports, the exports
from this port were much greater (as they probably were from
other ports.) The exports from Belfast to the British provinces
in 1820 were worth $60,000.

In 1820 Maine equalled or exceeded every other state
in the Union in ship-building and the mechanic arts connected
with it; but in respect to all other lines of manufacture was
largely dependent on Massachusetts or other states, or on
foreign countries.
The following table (Table V) gives one a good idea as
to Maine’s prestige in ship-building.
To complete the picture the following tables are
presented showing the proportion of the tonnage, merchandise
imported, population and taxable property of the different
districts of the state at the year 1820 (Table VI).

They give

a statement and a comparative view of the stock in trade, viz.,
goods, wares, and merchandise of every description, at home or
abroad, paid for or not paid for —

returned to the legislature

in the inventories of 1820 (Table VII); and give the estimated
number and value of buildings employed in commerce in 1820
(Table VIII).

15

Olark:

on. clt., p. 7.

TABLE V16
Statement of the number, descriptions and tonnage
of the State of Maine from the year 1820 to

DISTRICTS

1820

1821
I

Passamaquoddy
Machias
Frenchman's Bay
Penobscot
Belfast
Waldoborough
Wiscasset
Bath
Portland
Saco
Kennebunk
York
Total

"
(Ships
Total Brigs
(Schooners
_____(Sloops_____
Total
Vessels

16 Greenleaf:

op. cit., p. 226

1822
I

1823

TONS & 95ths.

TABLE V
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of vessels built in tbe several districts
1827, both inclusive.

1824

1825

1826

1827

622.48
721.17
2.358.88
1.117.19
1.460.17
3.324.88
1.822.91
5.751.13
6.076.06
572.25
1.142.37
169.18

1.240.45
1.859.87
1.770.60
2.400.13
1.647.71
3.942.38
1.929.47
7.307.60
8.611.19
1.679.23
2.091.08
77.68

868.37
1.966.32
2.976.90
2.901.76
3.527.04
5.579.82
1.386.08
9.049.67
6.189.11
1.408.05
1.392.55

372.35
1.116.87
657.85
2.095.85
2.207.04
5.444.44
1.366.86
4.779.59
6.568.43
747.38
1.424.08

25.138.87
9
75
71
4
159

34.557.64
8
101
135
4
248

36.245.87
12
103
126
6
247

26.781.04
9
63
91
5
168

o

personstotal

ves'ls
un. 20
t.coas
& fish

total
ton.
all
descr

av'age
to ea.
$1000
tax'ble
prop'y

Merchandise
directly impor
to each to ea.
$1000
1000
tax'bl .
per. of
Wh. pop. estate
Dolls.
Dolls.
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TABLE VI17

Districts in and comprising the
Counties of

York, Cumberland and Oxford
Lincoln, Kennebec and Somerset
Waldo, Hancock and Penobscot
Washington
Average of the State.
Average of the United States

TONNAGE
Average to each ]lOOO
empl. in
in
in the
foreign coasting fishtrade.
trade.
eries.
261
202
145
396
223

82
223
280
215
178

23
30
68
63
38

68

61

11

Average of U. S. exclusive of the fishing tonnage

17 Greenleaf:

o p . ci t ., p. 265.

TABLE VI

TABLE VII 18
■

■

c

Amount of Estim a- Av.stock in Number of
stock in ted No.
trade for persons enC0UNTIES
trade re- families
exchanges gaged in
. turned in in .1820
& supply of Commerce
.........
__________
A.D. 1820______ each family

_____________________

Average
Stock returned to each
person enga
in commerce

York
Cumberland
Lincoln
Waldo
Hancock
Washington
Kennebeck
Oxford
Somerset
Penobscot
♦Waldo is included principally in the returns from Hancock -- with
a part of Lincoln and a few towns from Kennebeck.

18

G-reenleaf:

op. c it.. p. 257

TABLE VIII19

Counties

No. of Shops,
Stores and
Average value
Warehouses
1

York
Cumberland
Lincoln
Waldo
Hancock
Washington
Kennebeck
Oxford
Somerset
Penobscot
Total

19 Greenleaf:

pp . cit., p. 259

Total value
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Marine Journals
This space has been given to Marine Journals in order
to show the arrivals and sailings from some of the various ports,
their numbers at different times of the year, and the places with
which commerce was carried on.

The attempt has been made to

gather typical examples from the newspapers of the period.
Marine List20
Port of Bangor
Arr. - May 14 - Sloop from Newburyport, 2 schr's. - from
Deer Isle.
Sailed May 9 - (3) Schooners to Boston
Sloop
»
»
B
May 10 - Sloop to Willis
Schr's. - to Dennis and Portsmouth
Shipping Intelligence^
Port of Bath
Arrived since Dec. 1 - Ship from Hamburgh; brig from Havana;
3 Schr's from Boston; sloop from
Portland.
Ship for Savannah; brigs for Havana,
St. Croix; Guadaloupe; St. Bart's;
Wilmington; Guadaloupe; New Orleans;
Schooners for St. Bartholomew's; W. I.
Market, Guadaloupe; St. Thomas;
Martinico; St. Bart's; St. Thomas;
Matanzas; St. Michaels; Cuba; Norfolk;
New Orleans(2); Mobile; Boston(2);
Portland; and Lubec.

20Bangor Weekly Register. Bangor, Me., May IV, 181V, Vol. II,
No. V8, p. 3.
*^Maine Gazette. Bath, Me., December 8, 1820, Vol. I, No. 1, p. 3.
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GAZETTE22
Marine Journal

Sept. 21 -

22
23
26
27

-

Port of Belfast
Arrived
Brig’Leo, Jenkins, Halifax, cargo, 109 puncheons
of rum; schs. Tryall, Cummery, Boston; Alpha,
Gordon, from a mackerel cruise, with 120 bbls.
Spoke Sept. 10th in lat. 43, 10 N. long. 68, 5W.
Sch. Giles of Marblehead, which put away for the
Grand Banks.
Sloop Morning Star, Grey, Somerset.
Sloops Return, Donnell; Leander, Moulton, York.
Sch. Louisa, Williams, Boston.
Sch. Enterprize, Arey, 10 days from Hamilton
Bermuda.
Left "but two small Am. Schooners, both
from Southern ports.
Markets dull and but little
business doing. Passenger Col. Benson of Bucksport.

Cleared
Sept. 21 - Brig Elmira, Stetson, Boston.
26 - Sch. Southern Trader, Simpson, Alexandria.
27 - Brig Betsy, Eells; Havana; Sch. Rising States,
Haskell, St. John; Sch. Independence, Ames, do.
Sailed
Sept. 21 - Schs. Adamant, M ’Keen, Boston; Five Brothers,
Emery, Gloucester; Sloop Morning Flower, Higgins,
Boston.
22 - Sch. Henry, Tilton, Eastport.
23 - Sch. Fame, Clark, Hingham.
From our correspondent; Castine, September 26.
Arrived
Sept. 21 - Schs. Plato, Rider, Mackerel cruise, 90 bbls.; Eight
Sisters, Stubbs, Isle Holt, 170 qtls. fish;
Clementine, Hopkins, mackerel cruise 45 bbls.
23 - Schs. Jet, Hatch, Boston, merchandise; sloop Nancy,
Wescott, Newburyport, do.

^ Hancock Gazette. Belfast, Me., September 28, 1820, Vol. I,
No. 13, p. 3.
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Sept. 2 5 - Revenue cutter Deteeter, Drinkwater, Portland.
Entered
23 - Sc h . Jefferson, Howard, Halifax, sugar and plaster.
1
Cleared
25 - Schs. Bee, Grindel, Boston; Five Brothers, Tapley,
do.
Kennebunk Marine List2^
April 21
24
27
28
29
April 20
21
23
34
27
27

-

Cleared
Brig; for West Indies.
Sloop Paoket for Boston.
Ship to St. Domingo.
Sloop to Norfolk.
Brig to West Indies.

-

Entered
Brig from Havana and Schooners from Dominica.
Schooner from St. Domingo.
Brig from St. Eustatia.
Brig from Porto Rico.
Coasting Schr. from St. Eustatia.
Brig from Boston.
pA
Kennebunk Marine L i s t ^

Cleared
October 17 - Sloop to Boston and Schr. to Boston.
October 1 3
14
17
17

-

Entered
2 Sloops from Boston
Schr. from Port-Au-Prince with coffee.
Brig from Maragoane, coffee.
Schr. from Cape Henry with coffee.

^ W e e k l y Visitor. Kennebunk, Me., May 2, 1818, Vol. IX, No. 41,
p. 3.
24Ibid., October 21, 1820, Vol. XII, No. 20, p. 3.

! Sentinel Marine Journal25
Bay of Passamaquoddy
Arrived during the week
Brig, 27 days from Berbice, rum, sugar, and molasses.
Ship, 21 days, Grenada, rum, sugar, and molasses.
Schr., from New York.
n
” Boston.
n
” Sandwich.
" Hartford.
Sloop,
Sch.,
" St. Andrews.
ti
« New York.
11 Boston.
Sloop,
Sch.,
" St. Andrews.
Brig,
11 Newburyport.
" Bath, Robbinston, Thomaston.
Schs.,
Brig,
" Portland.
Sch.
H Portsmouth.
Sloop,
" Thomaston.
M Little River, and Boston.
Schs.,
Ship News26

July 17
18
18
20
21
22
23
24
July 17
18
19
20
21
.22

Port of Portland
Arrived
- Schooner from New York, flour.
- Soh. from New York, fiour and corn, Sloop from
.Port smouth, salt.
- Brig from St. Petre, Brig from Newbern, Ship from
Weathersfield, brig of Portland.
- Sloop, Bath, rum, sugar, and wood.
- Sch. from Eastport.
- Sloop from Newburyport, nails, Sch. from Boston.
- Sch. Newburyport.
- Sch. Boston, shingles, Sloop, Boston, shingles.
-

Cleared
Sloop for New York.
Sch. for St. Andrews.
Brigs for Havana, and W. Indies.
Sch. for St. John.
Sch. for W. Indies.
Schs. for St. Andrews, and Philadelphia.

25Eastport Sentinel and-Passamaquoddy Advertiser, Eastport, Me.,
J u ly 3 1 , 1819, V o l. I , No. 49', p . 3".—
^DEastern_Argus, Portland, Me., July 25, 1820, Vol. XVII, No. 893,

:p. 3.
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I

Current Prices

In this so-called depression period with its fluctuating
prices, it is interesting to note what the prices were in the
good old days, which could be 1820 as well as any other date.
Typical examples have been taken from different towns, and are
listed one after another, so as to be more easily compared.
Eastport Wholesale Prices Current
Articles

Per

From

?7

To

10.00
Mer. M.
Boards, prime
i
i
i
i
—
8.50
” , spruce
Corn, white
.90
1.00
bush.
ti
1.10
" , yellow
1.15
Flour, sup. wheat
bbl.
11.00
11.50
ti
—
5.00
" , Rye
—
Fish, Cod, W. I.
3.00
qtl.
n
—
—
—
2.00
n
Pollock
— —
Grindstones, sheet
stone
1.30
—
_
"
rock
.90
Mackerel, spring
bbl.
5.00
-- (none)
ti
-- "
fall
-- (none)
—
—
—
Oil, shore
fish
13.00 (31 1/2 gals.)
Plaster, Paris
ton
2.35
2.37
Staves, R. 0. hhd.
M.
13.00
14.00
— —
Salt, Liverpool
bush.
.25
—
Tar,
bbl.
3.00
W. Island Rum
.70
gall.
.75
(The above quotations relate to the value of the articles,
before the duties are paid. It is proper, however, to remark that
the trade is.generally in barter. The above prices taken from
cash sales. Barter prices are considerably higher.)
ii

—

— —

?7

Eastport Sentinel and Passamaquoddy Advertiser, Eastport, Me.,
September 7, 1818, Vol. I, No. 2, p. 3.

IPrices Current at Bath28

Apples, per bush. 25 a 33 cts.; do. dried per lb. 9 a
10; Butter, fresh, 14 a 16; Beef, do. 4 a 5; Bacon 12 a 14;
Beans, bush. 1 a 1.20; Beets 50 a 60; Bark pr. cord 3 a 3.50;
corn, bush. 67 a 75; Cheese, lb. 9 a 10; Eggs, doz. 12 a 14;
Flour, Howard Street, bbl. 5.50 a 6; — Fish, cod per quintal,
2.50 a 3, Hake, 1 a 1.25; 1 Pollock 1 a 1.50; Lumber, M. clear,
15 a 16; Merchantable 8 a 9; Clapboards, 17 a 18; Shingles, 1.95
a 2; Shooks, hhd. 60 a 75; Staves hhd. M. 8a 9; Lard, 10 a 12;
Oats, bush. 33 a 38; Onions, 75 a 85; Pork, fresh, lb. 6 a 7;
Poultry, chickens, 4 a 5, geese, 3 a 4; turkeys, 5 a 6; Potatoes
per bush. 35 a 40; Peas, 85 a 1.00; Sole Leather, lb. 18 a 22;
Wool, Merino lb., 65 a75, l/2 Blooded 50, Common, 25 a 30;
Wood, cord Mer. 2.50 a3, pine 1 a 1.50.2
8

29
Prices Current at Belfast*
5
Lumber
Boards, M. $7.00 to
Staves, oak hd.
ash
ash.bl.$5.00
Shingles $1.
Clapboards $10.
Oars fin'd $15.
Shooks
.30

$8.
10.
7.
5.50
2.50
14.
22.
.40

Merchandize (sic)
Rum, Jamaica gal. 1.10 to 1.20
Wind. I.
»
.85
.90
Molasses
"
.32
.34
Salt, Turks Island
hhd.
5.00
Tea, Sou.
lb.
.58
.60
Iron,
cwt.
.00

Produce
Wheat, bush.
ii
Rye
n
Corn
ti
Oats
n
Beans
Pease
Butter, lb.
Cheese
ti
Beef
Pork
Poultry
Potatoes bush
Apples
Cider liq. bl
ii

ii

ii

ii

28
Maine Gazette, Bath, Me., December 8, 1820, Vol. I, No. 1, p.3.
39Hancock Gazette and Penobscot Patriot. Belfast, Me., December 21,
1820, Vol. I, No. 25, p. 3.
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Eastport^O
Prices Current
Anchors, Warranted
Beans, white
Beef, Mess 200 lbs.
No. 1
No. 2
Bread, ship
Bricks 'Quody
Butter, Cumberland
, Western
,* Quody fresh
Cheese, Am.
Corn, white
, yellow
Flour Sup. wheat
N. Y. Rye
Balt. Rye
Fish, Cod. W. I.
Pollock
Grindstones, sheet
, rock
Herrings, pickled
,1Quody No. 1
No. 2
Lime, L ’Etang
Lumber, ‘Quody, cl‘r.
(in demand)
, Spruce
, Clapboards 1st
H ’d spik’s, hic’y.
Oar rafters, Ash
Lathwood
Scantling
Timber, pine
, spruce
* rang.
Molasses, W. I.
Mackerel, spring
, fall
Naval stores
pitoh

lb.
bush.
bbl.
cwt.
M.
lb.
n
H
ii

bush.
ii

bbl.
n
n
qtl.
stone
bbl.
box.
ii

cask
M.
Mer.
ii
ii

doz.
foot
cord
M.
22"
ton
it
100 ft.
gal.
bbl.
it
bbl.

$

.11
2.50
18.00
16.00
14.00
5.00
6.00
.20
.25
.10
.75
.80
8.50
5.00
5.50
3.00
2.75
.90
.70
3.50
.55
.50
2.27
17.00
10.00
8.50
18.00
1.75
.02
4.00
2.50
3.00
4.50
4.00
2.50
.45
5.00
9.00
3.50

to

$

.12-2
2.75
19.00
16.50
14.50
6.00
6.50
.25
.17
-- ;
.16
.80
.90
9.00
—
6.00
3.25
3.00
1.00
.80
4.00
.60
—
2.50
17.50 ) Pine
10.50 ) rafted
9.00
20.00
2.00
.02 1/4 do.
5.00
3.00 (scarce)
3.25
"
5.00 (dull)
4.50
4.00
———
-- (none)
10.00
3.00

Eastport Sentinel and Passamaquoddy Advertiser, Eastport, Me.
April 17, 1819, Vol. I, No. 34, p. 4.
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bbl.
tar
1
«
turpentine
ii
Oil, Cod, clear
H
Shore fish
Porpoise
bush.
Peas, Am.
bbl.
Pork, clear
, Navy, mess
n
No. 1
No. 2
ton
Plaster of Paris
bush.
Rye, N. Y.
cwt.
Rice,
Bush.
Salt, Liverpool
Blown
Spirits, Rum, Jamaica 4th
W. Isl.
Staves, R. 0. hhd.
W. 0. shooks
ea.
R. 0. Mol. shooks ea.
cwt.
Sugars, Mus. 1st qu.
2nd «
lb.
loaf
lump
Souchong Tea
Tobacco, fig 1st. qu.
8 h
, common
, twist, small
Wood, hard
cord
it
white birch
it
hemlock bark

(none)
(31-J gals.

ii

ii

(coarse)
(none)

ii

(scarce)
(scarce)

ii

ii

ii

in demand

Portland Current Prices31
(corrected every Monday by Attwood & Quincy)
Ashes, pot. 1st qual.
Ashes, Pearl
Beef, Mess
n No. 1
"
No. 2
ii

per ton
ii

it

» bbl.
ii

ii

n

ii

sales

$105.00
112.50
11.00
10.50
8.50

to

$107.50

31
...
Eastern Arens. Portland, Me., April 11, 1820, Vol. XVII, No. 866,
•
P. 3.

-106'

per
Butter No. 1
1
n
"
No. 2
it
Cheese, 1st qual.
ii
«
2nd
"
Candles, mould
it
, dipt.
Cotton, good
Coffee
"
Flour
Fish, cod, dun.
B
" ,
for shipping
"
it
"
, pollock
n
Herrings(sic)
"
smoked, No. 1.
»
»
»
»
, No. 2.
Mackerel, No. 1
»
,
No. 2
Molasses,
Rice
Salt, Turks Island, (none)
"
St. Ubes
it
Sugars, St. Croix,
"
Muscovado
Tobacco, good manufactured
Teas, Hyson
Y. Hyson
H. Skin
Souchong
ii

lb.
It

II
II
11

ii

11

ii

ii
ii

ii

ii

!

It

ii

ii

sales

R

bbl.
quintal
it
it

bbl.
box
n

bbl.
n

gallon

112 lbs.
ii

ii

Prices of Spirits and Wines
Brandy, Cognac,
per gal.
"
, Barcelona
Rum, Jamaica.
n
H
" ,
St. Croix
n
n
"
,
W. Island
it
it
"
, American
n
Gin, Holland.
n
"
, American
H
Wine, Lisbon
it
H
" , Malaga
ii

ii

ii

ii

ii

Prices of Lumber
Boards, clear
"
merchantable
Staves, W. 0.
"
R. 0.
Shooks W. 0.
"
R. 0.
Shingles, Shipping
"
laying

-
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American paper was to be had at the following prices:
good Demi printing paper at $3.00 a ream; writing and letter
paper, at $2.25 a ream; wrapping paper at 80 cents a ream. 6
One probable reason for low prices in those days was
on account of the low freight rates to and from the leading ports.
'Z'Z
The rates were as follows:

To Boston
New York
Philadelphia
Baltimore
Alexandria &)
Georgetown )
Richmond

Cargo
per ton
From
To
$1.50
$1.25
2.70
3.00
3.25
3.37 i
3.50
3.62 2
3.62

(Vessels are in demand at
these prices.)

3.75
4.00

Prices and freight rates remind one of the eternal
money problem and cause a question to arise as to whether there
were any banks in Maine in 1820.

As it happens there were, and

they are listed below.34
Name of Bank
Cumberland Bank (Portland)
Bank of Portland
Kennebunk Bank
Saco Bank
Bath Bank3
*
2

32

Capital
$ 2 00,000

200,000

100,000
120,000
100,000

Eastern Argus, Portland, Me., August 15, 1820, Vol. XVII;,
No. 896, p. 1.
33_Eastport Sentinel and Passamaquody Advertiser, Eastport, Me.,
September 7, 1818, Vol. I, No. 2, p. 3.
54Maine Register for 1880. pp. 153-156.
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Caoital
Name of Bank
$100,000
Augusta Bank
150,000
Hallowell and Augusta Bank
100,000
Kennebec Bank
250,000
Wiscasset Bank
100,000
Gardiner Bank
100,000
Waterville Bank
100,000
Castine Bank
100,000
Bangor Bank
100,000
Passamaquody Bank
100,000
Lincoln Bank
Portland Institution for Savings
Banks in 1820 were subject to bad periods and runs,
just as they are now.

There are frequent notices in the news

papers of the day of the weak condition of the Castine, Hallowell,
and Augusta Banks, and the rates of discount on their notes.
In order to allay the fears and to encourage people to take care
of their money, banks often inserted propaganda such as this in
the papers.36
SHIP
Q.
A.
Q.
A.
Q.
A.

ahoy;

What ship is that?
The new line of Packet Ship, the Savings Bank.
Whence came you?
From the Port of Economy.
Whither bound?
To the Harbour of Independence.3
6
5

35Especially in the Eastern Argus. Eastport Sentinel, and Maine
Gazette for 1820.
36
~~ - — ,
Portland Gazette. Portland, Me., August 17, 1819, Vol. XXII,
Wo. 18, p. 1.
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Q.
A.
Q.
A.
Q.
A.
Q.
A.
Q.
A.
Q.
A.

When did' you sail?
On the 4th day of .August, and to sail every
succeeding Wednesday.
What is your cargo?
Support and comfort to the widow and orphan, the
sure dependence of the aged, and maintenance
and contentment for the destitute.
Who are your owners?
Messrs. Take Care of Yourself and Company.
You show a famous model, who were the builders?
Mr. Philanthropy designed, Mr. Diligence built the
hull, and Mr. Perseverance rigged her.
Who are your officers?
Captain Prudence commands, Mr. Foresight is first,
and Mr. Wide-Awake, second officer.
How does she work?
Like a pilot boat, free and easy, not a leak of the
size of a compass needle. She will deliver her
cargo without a stain, never call upon the
underwriters for damage. Huzzah, huzzah for
the new line, full freights and plenty of power
goes to her.
Tom Bolin.

Typical Advertisements
A large commerce meant also good business conditions.
The main trading centers of the state in 1820 were four in
number; Portland, Hallowell (including Augusta and Gardiner),
Bangor, and Calais.

There were other towns which possessed as

great, and in some respects greater commercial advantages than
were possessed by those mentioned, but they were included in
or connected with them.

37

Greenleaf:

ojj.

cit., pp. 126-130.
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A thriving business needed extensive advertising.
Although advertising then was not carried on on such an enormous
scale as to-day, nevertheless merchants of 1820 kept their goods
constantly in the public eye, as one sees from the following
advertisements chosen as illustrative of the period.

The most

common way of advertising was to put everything in one conglomerate
list.

Several examples of this mixed method follow.

38
Henry Butman
No. 7 Merchants Row
Has Received an Extensive Assortment of Medicines,
Paints, Dye-Stuffs, and Surgeons Instruments
among which are:
2 bbls. cold pressed Castor Oil; 1 case Cantharides;
1 case Gum Camphor; 1 do Rheubarb (sic); 1 do. Agua Fortis DX;
Bales Orange Peel; Flors Chamomile and Gentian.
7 casks London White Lead; 2 do. Reddo; 3 do. French
Yellow; 2 hhds. Whiting; 5 bbls. Dutch Linseed Oil; 3 do. Spirits
of Turpentine; 1 do. Superior Coal Varnish; 10 tons Bright
Logwood; 5 do. Fustic; 2 do. Nicaragua; 1 case Bengal Indigo.
Amputating, Trepanning, and Dissecting Cases, complete.
Also Spermacet. Oil per cask or gallon.

New Goods'^
H. J. Anderson
Has just received and offers for sale, at his Store in
Main Street, a general assortment of seasonable goods, among
which are the following:3
9
8

38
39

Eastern Argus, Portland, Me. January 4, 1830, Vol. XVII,
No. 852, p. 1.

Hancock Gazette. Belfast, Me., July 6, 1820, Vol. I, No. 1,
p. 3.
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Blue an'd mix't Cassimere — black - blue - green purple, and pink figur'd, and plain silks - black, flag and
fancy silk handkerchiefs — Muslin Cravats — black Italin
crape (sic) — 4-4 and 6-4 Cotton Cambricks — Cambrick Muslin
— Carlisle Ginghams — printed Cambricks — light and dark
prints — white Dimity — Blue and yellow Nankins — silk and
cotton Vestings — British Steam Loom Shirtings — Ravens Duck
— Doulas — large Shawls — Leno and Book Muslin — black
Cambrick — worsted and cotton Hose — Ladies' silk and
leather Gloves — Gentlemen's leather do. — Platilla — brown
Holland — Umbrellas — oil cloths — Millinet — Ribbons —
gilt coat and vest Buttons — Writing and Letter paper — Fancy
Combs, etc. etc.
A complete assortment of Domestic Goods, consisting of
bleached and unbleached shirtings and sheetings, checks, stripes,
— Ginghams — Sattinets — Ticking — Yarn — Threads, etc. etc.
Also, a general assortment of Ladies' and Gentlemen's
Leather and Morocco Pumps and Shoes — Children's Shoes and Boots,
etc. An assortment including almost every article in the Grocery
line; such as Hyson, Yo Ung Hyson, and Souchong Teas; brown and
loaf Sugars, Coffee, Molasses, Cotton, Snuff, Cigars, raisins,
and figs — W. I. and N. E. Rum, Holland and American Gin, Brandy,
Lisbon Malaga Wine and Cordials — Vinegar, bed cords, scythes,
snaiths, hoes, sickles, sieves, brooms, nails,.glass, corn, flour,
Swedes iron, salt, etc. etc, — together with crockery, hard and
ware, etc., all of which will be sold at reduced prices.

John Clark40
Informs his friends and the public that he has taken the
store (formerly occupied by Jos. Lee) where he keeps
on hand a general assortment of
Goods
Among which are blue and mix'd Broadcloth and Sattinets,
Vestings, black and brown Bombazitts, Linen, black and white
Cambrics, Muslins, Calicoes, Shawls, black Silk, flag and cotton
Handkerchiefs, cotton Hose, black, blue, and changeable Silks,
silk and leather Gloves, Ribbons, wirethread, Sewing Silks, etc.

40.
Hancock Gazette. Belfast, Me.

July 6, 1820, V o l . I, No. 1, p. 3.
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Also, Domestic Sheetings, bleached and unbleached
Sheetings, Ginghams, Checks, Tickings, Cotton Yarns, white and
colored Threads. Likewise a good assortment of hardware. Also
a large assortment of Groceries, such as, Cognac and Spanish
Brandy, W. I. and N. E. Rum, Holland and American Gin, Cordials
of various kinds, Sicily, Madeira, and Malaga Wines, Hyson and
Souchong Teas, Coffee, Sugar, Molasses, Tobacco, Snuff, Indigo,
Cassia, Cloves, Pimento, Pepper, Currants, Sultana and Cask
Raisins, Figs, Filberts, Almond, Castor, and Wall nuts (sic).
Likewise, a few dozens of Western Milk Pans. The above articles
will be sold unusually low for cash. Persons wishing to purchase
will do well to call and see for themselves.
N.B.
above store.

Hallowell and Augusta bills will be taken at the

•

Some idea of the clothing worn at this period may be
41
gained from this advertisement.
New and Seasonable Goods
Received and Now Opening for Sale by
Vinton & Cox
(Exchange Building near Cumberland Bank)
Consisting of
Superfine broadcloths, all colours; Middling and low
priced do. do. Superfine and low priced Cassimeres. Elegant
Vestings; Blankets, 7-4, 8-4, 9-4, 10-4, 11-4, and 12-4. Red,
green, yellow, black and white Flannels. Bockincks, Swanskins;
Duffills, Kerseys; Worsted and Lamb’s Wool Frocks and Drawers;
Mixed, black, slate and white worsted Hose; Pellise (sic) cloths;
Pelisse Flannels; Bombazetts: Wilbores. Scotch and Sartan Plaids;
Sattinetts (large assortment); Brown Camblets; Cassimere Shawls;
Callicos (sic); Ginghams; Steam Loom Shirtings: black Snychaws
and Sarsnetts; Fancy handkerchiefs; Flagg (sic) and Bandana
Handkerchiefs; extra fine gilt coat and vest Buttons; black and
blue Italian sewing silk; silk twist (of superior quality);

41

Eastern Argus. Portland, Me., January 11, 1820
853, p, 3.

Vol. XII, No.
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j
plaid Ribbons; plain ditto; Russis Hiapens; Beaver and Buckskin
Gloves; fleecy lined do.; Patent and common Braces; Waltham
Cottons 7-8, 4-4, and 9-8; Factory Ginghams and Checks; Tickings;
blue and red Wollen (sic) Caps; Woolen Comforters, etc. etc.
N.B. All of which are lately received, and will be
sold at unusually low prices — Purchasers will find it to their
advantage to call and examine them.

One article of clothing in which an extensive business
was done was beaver hats.

There is advertisement after advertise

ment concerning them.
Even furniture was advertised a great deal in the
newspapers of the period, especially such articles as "elegant
gilt and mahogany framed looking glasses; hair mattrasses (sic);
Y

sofas; eash chairs; etc.

4p

Hardware advertisements were not common but here is
an example.43
Ladd and Morrill
Being about to relinquish the sale of Hardware
offer their remaining stock for cash at the
cost. Anything that may be offered, will be
bartered for at fair prices.
Among the remaining articles are the following —
German Mill -Saws — Cast Steel and German Hand saws — Cast
Steel Mill and Hand saw Files — Steel yards — Shovels, and

4P
Eastern Argus. Portland, Me., July 11, 1820, Vol. XVII, No.
891, p. 1.
43Hancock Gazette, Belfast, Me., August 24, 1820, Vol. I, No
8, p. 3.

-114-

Tongs — Screw Augurs — C. S. Plane Irons — Bright and
Jappaned Thumb Latches — Butts and Screw — Knives and
Forks — Scotch Braces with 18 bright Bitts — Box Rules —
Stock Locks — Knob Locks — Trunk, Chest, and Cupboard
Locks — Bellows — Brittania Teapots, etc. etc.
Also — For Sale, a good Cart — Iron Bar; A Pew
in the Gallery of the New Meeting House, and six shares in
Belfast Social Library, on the best terms for the purchaser.

Another typical example of the period is the
following Spectacle advertisement. 44
Eyes for the Blind
Charles Farley
Union Row
Middle Street Portland
Has just received a large assortment of silver
and steel bowed
SPECTACLES
Suitable for all eyes. Also, Spectacle Glasses
which may be put into bows at short notice.
Constantly on hand.
Jewelry, Silver Plated, Brittania, Japaned Wares.
All which will be sold on the most reasonable terms.

To the patrons of modern "tonsorial emporiumsH this
advertisement may be of interest.4
45
4
John Smith — Hair Dresser
Respectfully gives notice to his friends and the public
that he has-opened a room in Water Street, directly opposite
Messrs. Church & Crooker's Store, where he will be happy to wait

44P ort1and Gazette, Portland, Me., January 2, 1821, Vol. XXIII,
No. 32, p. 4.
45Maine Gazette. Bath, Me., January 19, 1821, Vol. I, No. 7, p. 4
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\

on gentlemen in the line of his profession, in the neatest and
most modern style.
Those gentlemen who prefer, may be waited on at their
dwellings, counting-rooms, etc., and every favor gratefully
acknowledged.

Jewelry advertisements were few and far between but
,
46
here is one.
Oliver Gerrish
Watch and Clock Maker
No. 6, Jones Row
Exchange Street
Has just received a new and elegant assortment of
Pearl, Jet, and Paste Breast Pins, of the newest fashion.
Where he keeps constantly for sale, a general assortment of
watches, Gold and Gilt Chains, Seals, Keys, etc. Watches
and Clocks repaired and Warranted.

People had "sweet” thoughts even in those days hence
the following advertisement.

47

David Robinson
Informs his friends and the public, that he has
recommenced making Soda Water, which may be had at his shop,
and Mr. Daniel Taber, Exchange Street, and of Mr. John Davis,
Middle Street. He has also a general assortment of Confec
tionary, made of the best materials and will be sold at fair
prices.
He keeps constantly on hand Lemon Syrup, put up in
bottles. This Syrup is preferred by most people to the fresh
Lemon, for making Lemonade or Punch.

4g

.................

Eastern Argus, Portland, Me., January 25, 1820, Vol. XVII,
No. 855, p. 1.
47Ibid., May 16, 1820, Vol. XVII, No. 871, p. 3.
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For sale, as above, a large quantity of Ice, of the
best quality. If a sufficient number of subscribers can be
obtained, it will be left at their doors at 2 cents per lb.
Ice Cream made at short notice, and sent to any part
of the town. Cakes made and dressed in the best manner and at
short notice.
All orders promptly executed and every favor grate
fully acknowledged.

To conclude, the most common of all advertisements
were those of the lotteries.

Two examples are included.

UNION CANAL LOTTERY48
Class Second - Scheme
1
1
2
3
6
4
6
10
20
70
100
3200

prize of
n
" s
it
u
ii
ii
n
it
it
it
it
n
n
ti
it
ii

ii

ii

ii

ii

ii

ii

$10,000
5,000
2,000
1,000
500
300
200
100
50
20
10
6

$10,000
5,000
4,000
3,000
3,000
1,200
1,200
1,000
1,000
1,400
1,000
18,200

3423

prizes
$50,000
Subject to deduct, of 15 per cent.
6577 blanks — 10,000 tickets at 5 Dollars; wholes
$5 — Quarters $1.37. Not two blanks to a prize.
Tickets in the above lottery for sale by William Hyde,
No. 3 Hussey’s Row.

48

Eastern Argus. Portland, Me., January 25, 1820, Vol. XVII,
No. 855, p. 3.
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Calvin Spaulding at his Book Store and Lottery Office.
No. 5 Kennebec
Hallowell

AQ

Tickets and parts in the lotteries legally authorized.
Tickets may be had in the Grand National Lottery, 5th Class,
which commences drawing in November. The scheme contains one
grand prize of
100,000 dollars.
1 of #25,000 — 2 of #10,000 — 5 of #5,000 — 100 of
$1000, and more than 16,000 prizes of $500, $100, and smaller
prizes. Present price — whole tickets $13 — Halves $6.75 —
Quarters $3.50 — Eighths $1.87-^ — Sixteenths $1.00, but rise
as the drawing progresses. In the third class National Lottery,
C. Spaulding sold and paid one prize of $5,000 in quarters and
eighths, and in the fourth class a prize of $1,000 besides many
smaller prizes, and he anticipates the pleasure of selling and
paying some of the valuable prizes in the present class.
Notice — Orders from a distance, postpaid, enclosing
case, will be attended to as promptly as if personal application
was made.

4‘'Maine Farmers' Almanack (1822), p. 48.
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CHAPTER V
AGRICULTURE

In 1820 Maine as an agricultural state ranked third
among the states north of Virginia.
New Hampshire and Vermont.1

i

She was excelled only by

However, agriculture held but a.

secondary place among the occupations of the inhabitants as
compared with lumbering and commerce.

The methods were crude.

Considering the fact that the soil was nearly all virgin, the
2
production was by no means what it might have been.
The
agriculture of the western and older counties, including those
on the Kennebec river, was far ahead of that of the eastern
counties.

They produced not only a sufficiency for their own

consumption, but a considerable quantity for foreign exportation,
and also some for exportation coastwise to other parts of the
’Z
United States.
For agricultural supplies the eastern counties
depended much on the western counties and this dependence was
increased by immigration during the early decades of the nine4
teenth century.
The fertility of the soil was in general the equal
of any of the northern states.

^■Greenleaf:
^Clark: op.
3Greenleaf:
4Clark: op.

op., cit., p. 164.
cit., p. 7.
op. cit.., p. 212.
cit., p. 7.

That of the northern part of
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Maine on the Aroostook and. St. John Rivers was, and still is
considered as far superior.®
The general productiveness of the soil was difficult
to estimate due to negligence and wasteful methods of culture.
The crops of Indian corn at different times and in different
parts of the state varied from 30 to 50 bushels per acre; in
some instances as high as 80 bushels; wheat from 15 to 40; hay
from 1-2 to 3 tons.®
The agricultural products of Maine were:

Indian corn,

wheat, oats, barley, rye, peas, beans, potatoes, flax, hops, etc.,
in general all those articles for the subsistence and comfort of
man which were produced in the New England states and other
countries of similar climates.

These as well as directly supply

ing the food of the inhabitants, supported a large stock of horses,
cows, oxen, sheep, and swine, and provided a considerable amount
for export from some parts of the state.7

The following table

is a good general estimate of the amount of agricultural products
and capital investment.®

5Greenleaf: o£. cit., p. 182.
6Ibid., p. 183.
7Ibid., p. 182.
8lbid., p. 201. (Greenleaf and Williamson agree in their figures.
(Williamson: 0£. cit., Vol. II, p. 702.)

TABLE I
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Cumberland
Hancock
Kennebeck
Lincoln
Oxford
Penobscot
Somerset
Waldo
Washington
York
Total

Number of
Barns

Pasturage

Salt
Marsh

Nat. fresh
meadow

Upland
artificial

Tillage

COUNTIES

FIXED CAPITAL
Acres_______
Mowing:

Salt

Fresh
Meadow

Upland

Pounds of
Hops

Peas and
Beans

Barley

ANNUAL P R O D U C T S ____________________________
No. of
Tons of Hay
Cows
the
pas*ge
will
keep

ACTIVE CAPITAL

Oats

Rye

Wheat

Indian
Corn

I

Swine 6 mo’s,
and upwards

Cows & steers
3 y. old & up

Oxen ^ yrs.
old & upw'ds

Horses 3 yrs.
old & upw* ds
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" TABLE I

Summary Statement of Agricultural Capital and Products

~

Bushels
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The average production per acre of the lands in Maine
so far as the returns can be depended upon are stated in Table
II, as sixteen bushels of Indian corn, wheat, rye, oats, etc.,
from the lands under tillage; about four-fifths of a ton of hay
per acre from mowing lands; and as sustaining one cow, through
the summer season on two and six-tenths acres of pasturage.9
10
Table II follows.

9Greenleaf: op. cit., pp. 206-207.
1QIbid., p. 203.

TABLE II
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TABLE II

1

Total

Pasture

Mowing

Acres of improved
land to each person
employed in agricul
ture

Tillage

All other kinds

Wheat

Different
kinds of
bread-stuffs
and pulse to
each other

Indian Corn

COUNTIES

Bushels all kinds per acre

Average Proportions

Cumberland
Hancock
Kennebeck
Lincoln
Oxford
Penobscot
Somerset
Waldo
Washington
York

16.
11.5
17.4
16.6
15.5
16.5
25.
19.3
7.2
14.4

637
354
503
581
431
291
338
434
100
720

83
346
252
149
330
574
355
311
505
54

280
300
245
270
239
135
407
255
395
226

2.4
2.3
1.5
1.3
1.6
1.7
1.2
1.3
1.4
1.7

9.6
12.5
5.3
5.3
5.2
4.9
4.4
6.2
5.8
6.7

10.4
9.8
4.
4.
5.3
4.4
3.2
4.6
5.4
6.9

22.4
24.6
10.8
10.6
12.1
11.
8.8
12.1
12.6
15.3

Total

16.4

525

209

266

1.8

7.3

6.8

15.9
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Oxen

Cows and steers
3 years old

Horses

Oxen

Cows and steers
3 years old

Swine

3.2
3.1
1.9
1.9
2.4
2.3
2.6
1.9
3.
3.2

126.600
38.256
79.172
86.943
61.884
23.940
39.364
45.909
19.226
131.731

2.3
1.1
3.8
2.8
3.3
3.
3.6
3.
.9
2.3

5.8
7.8
8.2
8.9
7.2
8.
8.
8.9
7.6
6.3

11.3
16.3
16.3
17.8
14.7
15.4
17.3
16.4
13.8
12.4

7.3
9.4
13.2
10.2
12.
14.1
16.4
11.9
11.5
7.

53
32
31
30
29
26
23
35
9
36

133
187
67
95
66
69
53
111
73
96

255
387
133
190
133
131
115
200
183
190

168
225
108
108
109
120
112
156
110
107

0.79

2.6

653.076

2.7

7.3

14.5

10.2

32

88

173

121

Swine

Total acres tillage, mowing
and pasture land

0.70
0.80
0.85
0.84
0.74
0.95
0.90
0.89
0.92
0.70

Horses

Acres pasture to feed one
Cow

Number to
each 100
persons em
ployed in
agriculture

Tons Hay per acre

Number to each
farm of 100 acres
improved land

-126-

11Any one acquainted with the agricultural products
of the land in Maine must at once perceive that this statement
is in general far below the truth; or that it exhibits proof of
very extensive bad habits of husbandry; or is the estimate of
the worst seasons and the worst husbandry; which last is believed
to be generally nearest the fact.1’11
"It is well known that land of average quality, under
good cultivation, yields more frequently 40 bushels of Indian
corn, from 20 to 40 bushels of wheat, rye, oats, and barley,
and from one to two and three tons of hay per aore, and the
knowledge of every intelligent farmer throughout the state, with
the consideration before suggested, as the probable cause of the
reduction of the amount returned to the lowest possible estimate,
may be safely appealed to in support of the opinion, that the
product of the lands in the state, if estimated wholly from these
returns JjTable f| must be very much too low.

Yet these returns

will probably serve to furnish a tolerably correct idea of the
relative state of agriculture and the value of the land in the
different counties; and as there are no other accounts so
extensive, they must be adopted, deficient as they are, as the
best evidence at present attainable.1,12

l^Grreenleaf:

p£. cit ., p. 207.

12Ibid.. p. 207.
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"The average product of tillage lauds, has been stated
at about 16 bushels per acre, principally Indian corn and wheat.
Its price may be estimated, on the average, at 75 cents per
bushel, or 12 dollars for the value of the crop per acre.

Deduct

ing one-half of this for the cultivator, leaves six dollars for
the income of the land; and if money vested in safe and permanent
funds, is considered as good estate at 6$ annual income, there
the intrinsic value of the land is as certainly one hundred
dollars per acre.

It may be said, however, that the expense of

cultivation is more than half the value of such a crop.

This

may be true, but it is true also that many acres are actually
cultivated, or rather pretended to be cultivated, at no greater
and even at a less expense; and that a more expensive and
judicious cultivation is always attended with an increase of
crops, more than proportioned to the increase of expense.

The

result therefore, must be considered sufficiently low, and the
error, if there is any, on the safe side."13
The production of hay is stated in Table II at about
four-fifths -of a ton per acre.

"It is miserable husbandry that

does not produce at least one ton on the average."I4

The value

of hay per ton was exceedingly variable in different seasons and

1 3 Greenleaf:
op. c i t ., pp.
1 4 I b i d . , p. 208.

207-208.

-128-

different parts of the state.

Within a convenient distance of

the market towns it was estimated at from eight to ten dollars;
in remote districts at never less than four dollars; the
average was five dollars.

HOne half of this, or $2.50 per acre,

may be considered then as the average net income of an acre of
mowing land."

The intrinsic value of the land was $42.00 per

acre. °
The pasturage of a cow during the summer was considered
to be worth at least three dollars, which was equivalent to the
revenue of $50 vested in permanent funds.
and six-tenths acres were requisite.

To produce this two

The intrinsic value of

pasture lands was on the average $19.00 per acre.^®
The principal part of the fixed agricultural capital
was improved land and was all that might be termed fixed and
directly
✓1
7 productive.
17
ascertained.

The implements of husbandry were not

The fluctuating or active agricultural capital consisted
in part of swine and three year old horses, oxen and cows.

One-

half shouldJbe deducted for horses since they were used for other
purposes also.

Horses were valued at $40.00; oxen at $20.00;

cows and steers three years old at $12; and swine at $4 each.

1 5 0r e e n l e a f : 03dr.
1 6 I b i d . , p. 2 0 8 . :
1 7 I b i d . , p. 209.

c i t . , p. 208.
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No returns were made on the young neat cattle and horses under
three years old.18

The figures for the active and fixed

agricultural capital are to he found in Table I in this chapter.
The estimated value of the agricultural capital is to he found
in Table III.19
Sheep formed an important part of the active agricul
tural capital of the state, yet no estimate or returns were made
of them.

However, it is known that they furnished the material

for a large portion of the clothing and food of the inhabitants.
Also large numbers were annually driven from Maine to other
New England states for a market.

po

At this period farmers had to select a sheep1s mark to
distinguish them from their neighbor’s flocks.

Copies of this

mark with the name of the owner of the flock and a description
had to be recorded in the town where the owner resided.

Here

are some of the common sheep marks taken from the old record
book at Foxcroft.

"John Bradbury, the mark is a swallow’s

tail in the right ear.
the right ear.
ear.

Then follows Richard Morse; a crop off

Nathaniel Buok; a swallow's tail in the left

Joel Pratt; a crop off the left ear and a half-penny in

the under-side of the right ear.

Nathaniel Carpenter; a crop

18(jreenleaf: op. clt., pp. 209-210.
19£bid., p. 211.
-fQlbid., p. 210.
2]-Sprague: op. cit. ,• Vol. X, p. 102.

TABLE. III

COUNTIES

Cumberland
Hancock
Kennebeck
Lincoln
Oxford
Penobscot
Somerset
Waldo
Washington
York

Total
Total value of fixed
capital

Value of Barns

Amount of value of
land

Average value per acre

Acres of improved land

TABLE III

Total Dollars

•

Total value of active
capital

Swine 6 months old

Cows and steers 3
years old

Oxen

Value of Horses
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off the right ear1and a slit in the same.
a crop off the left ear.

Benjamin Hearsey;

Jesse Washburne; a slit in the left

ear and a half-penny in the under side of the right ear.”
The exports of agricultural products from Maine to
28
"foreign" ports were as follows:
(1826)
From Eastport*

—

breadstuffs and salted provisions,
value about
ii
ii
Belfast —
i
t
ii
it
Wiscasset, _
Bath,--- -- corn, wheat, potatoes,
apples, oats, estimated
value
2481 lbs. value
—
Portland --- Beef
Butter — 16660 lbs.) „
3525 lbs.)
Cheese —
873 bbls.)
Pork
—
Bacon — 19958 lbs. ) "
Lard
— 74280 lbs. )
♦♦Flour —
5133 bbls. "
4789 bushels"
Corn - —
Bread —
1590 bbls. "
Potatoes- 4316 bushels"
Other products not
enumerated
"
Saco---135 bbls. "
Flour —
155 bbls. "
Candles 21 boxes "
49 bushels"
Beans —
Pork
27 bbls. "
Butter —
1111 lbs.
"
Livestock and other
articles
"
Kennebunk -- Beef, pork, oorn, meal,
and other articles,
estimate

♦Only a small proportion of this could have been the product of
the country in the immediate vicinity; and how much of it was
produced in Western counties, or in other states, is not known.
♦♦Except the article of flour (southern states) and probably some
part of the salted provisions from Eastport, the residue is the
product of this state. With estimated reductions made, annual
agricultural exports from Maine were about $250,000..
P?

°Greenleaf: 0£. cit., pp. 212T213.
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An additional estimate of the amount of the agricultural
products of the state may be deduced from the numbers of h o m e d
cattle and sheep annually driven to Boston, Brighton, Salem, and
other places westward, for a market.

Some were also driven into

the province of New Brunswick.

Although these accounts are very
23
limited they furnish a rough idea.
The principal channels through which the live cattle

from Maine were driven to markets at Boston and elsewhere in
New England were I*34
1.

Across the Piscataqua at Portsmouth.

They were

sold in Portsmouth or driven farther, across the Merrimack at
Newburyport or Amesbury.
2.

Across the Piscataqua Bridge at Newington.

They

were sold in Portsmouth or driven farther as in No. 1.
3.

By New Market and Exeter.

These passed the

Merrimack at the places mentioned in No. 1 and at Haverhill
Bridge.
4.

Other roads farther north were the more frequent

channels for-the cattle of the upper parts of the counties of
York .-and Oxford.

They crossed the Merrimack at Haverhill and

Andover Bridges.2
4
3

23Greenleaf: 0£. cit., p. 214.
24Ibid., p. 214.
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Accordihg to Greenleaf the only account of these kept
by toll-gatherers at bridges was the one kept at the Haverhill
Bridge, for the year 1827.
Bridge for the same year.

An estimate was made at the Pisoataqua
At Haverhill there were 3766 oxen,

cows and other horned cattle, passing that bridge from Maine
within that year, together with 1368 sheep.

At Piscataqua 1000

horned cattle and 2000 sheep were estimated to have passed.
Taking these as bases for the whole, Mr. Greenleaf estimated
the result at 10,000 neat cattle and 7000 sheep annually exported
through those channels.

p c

From Lubeck (sic), Eastport, Robbinston, and Calais,
large numbers of cattle were annually exported into New Brunswick.
$

Others went through the wilderness to Houlton and thence to the
settlements on the St. John.

The residents on the above mentioned

routes estimated the number of cattle which had passed at 1500
for the lowest number passing the St. Croix and 500 as the lowest
number passing up the Penobscot and by Houlton.

This made a new

total of 12,000 cattle.2
26
5
The estimated value averaged $20.00 for the cattle,
($30 to $40 for oxen and $8 to $15 for younger cattle) and $1.50
for the sheep.

These added together gave $250,000.

25Greenleaf: oja. cit., pp. 214-215.
26Ibid., p. 215.

By adding
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this total to the;sea exports, a grand total of $500,000 resulted
and was the estimated value of exports of agricultural products
of the state. ^
In order to further interest in agriculture the Maine
Agricultural Society had been founded.

Its annual meeting came

on the day succeeding commencement at Bowdoin College.

Its

officers in 1820 were:^®
President ------- Hon. William King
Vice Presidents — Hon. Thomas G. Thornton
Stephen Longfellow, Jr. Esq..
Hon. William Crosby
Gen. John Chandler
Hon. Calvin Selden
Hon. Martin Kinsley
Corres. Sec. ---- John Merrick, Esq.
Record. Sec. ---- Rev. Eliphalet Gillet
Treas.----------- Hon. Benj. Brown
Also a Committee on Publications.
Other agricultural societies in the state were; Oxford,
29
Somerset, and Winthrop Agricultural Societies.
Since the fairs and agricultural exhibits came to hold
an important part in the year's activities it is worth while to
learn of the first one.

The following two notices are self

explanatory... .

27

Greenleaf: op. cit . , p. 215.
Maine Register (1820). pp. 143-rl44.2
9
29Ibid., p. 144.

po
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The Agricultural Society of Maine, will meet at
Hallowell, on the 25th inst. when there will be a show of
cattle, and rare productions of the State for the first time.
This exhibition must be very interesting to all, especially
the inquiring farmer.30

MAINE CATTLE SHOW
Portland. Oct. 31

31

On Wednesday last, a very handsome exhibition of
cattle took place at Hallowell before the Maine Agricultural
Society and a large collection of people from various parts
of the state. The specimens merited much approbation; they
consisted of horses, bulls, oxen, steers, cows, swine, sheep,
etc., with some articles of domestic manufacture and implements
of husbandry.
An address was delivered to the Society and the public
by John Merrick, Esq. on the advantages of agriculture and the
system most favourable to a territory circumstanced like our own,
that is, with a small population and an extensive tract of
uncultivated country. This address was full of sound maxims,
clothed in language of classical purity and delivered with
peculiarly graceful elocution; a copy was requested by the
Society for the press.
As this was the first exhibition of the kind in this
state, great expectation was not excited; but encouragement
was given by the interest with which it was attended, that future
exhibitions will be still more worthy of commendation, and that
the object of the Society, in infusing just and practical
principles of farming and a spirit of ambition and improvement
among the cultivators of the soil, will be fully accomplished.3
0

30

Maine Intelligencer, Brunswick, Me., October 20, 1820, Vol. I,
No. 5, p. 35.
3]
Hancock Gazette, Belfast, Me., November 9, 1820, Vol. I, No. 19,
p. 1.
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CHAPTER VI
MANUFACTURING

Maine as a manufacturing state in 1830 was inferior
to any north of Virginia, superior to any south of Virginia and
•]
about equal to the average of the northwestern states.
• To show her exact status as a manufacturing state the
two following tables are presented.

Table I gives a statement

of the number of manufacturing establishments, as returned to
the legislature in the year 1830, with the proportions of each
to the population of the several counties.
Table II presents the estimated aggregate value of
capital invested in shops, mills and other manufacturing estab
lishments in 1830, and proportions to each person engaged in manu
factures, and of the whole population.

(See Tables I and II.)

The principal articles manufactured for exportation
were various kinds of lumber, ships, iron castings, edge tools
and other manufactures of iron, nails, brick, lime and marble,
paper, gunpowder, rum and whiskey, candles, soap, cotton cloth,
leather, boots, and household furniture.

Most of the manufactures

were then conducted in small establishments and private families.3
Table III gives an estimate of the annual value of some of these
manufactures.

iGreenleaf: o£. cit.., p. 164. (See Tables XI and XII pp. 159, 160.)
3Ibid., p. 373.

TABLE I

)

'

Grist Mills

Pairs of Stones

All other work houses

Bake-Houses

Pot and Pearl-ash Works

Proportions to 10,000 pop.

Tanneries

Distilleries

Rope-walks

Proportions to 1000 souls

COUNTIES

Mechanics' Work-shops, &c.

TABLE I3

Cumberland
Hancock
Kennebeck
Lincoln
Oxford
Penobscot
Somerset
Waldo
Washington
York
Total

rr

Greenleaf: o p cit.,
P* 276. (Table III) (Williamson, Vol.1'
II P. 702, and Varney, p. 244, give the same figure
>i

2
2
2
2
3
2
3
2
1
3

1-2
1-2
3-4
1-2

2 1-2

79 85 2
70 81 4 1-2
87 91 2 1-4
115 117 2 1-2
69
69 2 1-2
36 43 3
43 43 2
59
67 3
65
84 6 1-2
123 146 3
746 826 2 3-4

0

25 5
14 8
42 10 1-2
27 6
20 7 1-2
15 11
16 8
27 12
5 4
19 4

20 4
2
10 5 1-2 •
1
29 7
15 2
18 4
2
17 6
1
9 6 1-2
14 6
11 5
1
2 1 1-2
19 4
2 1

210 7 1-2 149 5

17 9

All other Mills

Iron works and Furnaces

Slitting Mills

Cotton & Woolen Factories

Spinning Machines

Proportions to 10,000

......
Fulling Mills

Proportions to 10,000

Carding machines

}........
Number of Saws.

Proportions to 1000

l
Saw Mills

Proportions to 1000

139

1 5
1 4
5
7
1
1
1
4
1

2

28

TABLE II

Dolls.

Dolls.

Shops and Work Houses
Rope Walks
Distilleries
Pot and Pearl Ash Works
Tanneries
Bakehouses
Grist Mills
Saw Mills
Carding Machines
Fulling Mills
Spinning Machines
Cotton and Woolen Factories
Slitting Mills
Iron Works and Furnaces
All other Mills
Total enumerated articles
Proportion to each person
engaged in Manufacturers
Prop, to ea. per. of wh'l. pop.4
*

♦Waldo and Hancock Counties 286.10.

4 Greenleaf:

0p .

cit., p. 283.

(Table VI)

Dolls.

Waldo

Lincoln

Cumberland

York

TABLE II4

Dolls.

♦Waldo and Hancock Counties 286.10
Prop, to each per
of the whole pop.

Propor. to each
pers.eng. in man

Total

Penobscot

Somerset

Oxford

Kennebeck

Washington

Hancock

-141-

»
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TABLE III5
aver, for
each fam.
Dollars
Cloths, of all kinds
Hat s
Nails
Augers
Soap
Tallow & Sperm. Candles
Shoes and Boots
Leather
Skins dressed
SaddleryFlax-seed Oil
Distilled Spirits
Pleasure Carriages
Paper
Cordage
Ships and Vessels
Total enumerated

5

Greenleaf:

op. cit., p. 272.

$

ct s
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Small manufacturing places were advertised in the
following manner.6
CALL AND SEE FOR YOURSELVES
Joshua Dunn
Columbian Row No. 5 Middle Street, Portland
Respectfully informs his friends and the public that
he continues to carry on Saddling, Harness-making, and ChaiseTrimming, at the above stand — where he keeps a complete
assortment of Saddles; Bridles, Whips, Trunks, Bells, etc.,
cheaper for cash or approved credit, than can be purchased
elsewhere in the state.
N.B. All kinds of country produce taken in part pay.

One of the first Cotton and Woolen Mills in the State
was the one at Gardiner.

Here is one of their advertisements.7

NOTICE
Simon Bradstreet, Agent for the Gardiner Cotton and
Woolen Manufacturing Company, being authorised to make a forty
per cent discount and give ninety days credit — offers for
sale at his store in Gardiner,
Cotton Yarn
Warrented (sic) of a superior quality.

Woolen mills were springoifp in the state.

About

1820 Jeremiah Abbott of Andover, Massachusetts, settled in
Dexter and soon built a little carding mill, which was the
beginning of the woolen industry in that town.6

Portland Gazette, Portland. Me.. February 12, 1821, Vol. XXIII,
No. 42, p. 1.
7American Advocate and Kennebec Advertiser. Hallowell, Me.,
April 29, 1820, Vol. XI, No. 16, p. 3.
8Sprague: 0£. cit., Vol. II, p. 124.
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Of primary interest to the manufacturer and the
laborer was the question of wages and labor.
carpenter for a day.

"Let us follow a

A oarpenter's work is rugged, hard, service.

He worked for seventy-five cents a day and boarded, and the hours
of work were from sunrise to sunset, one continual round of
muscular toil.

In the summer time the men were called before

sunrise in time to get into the ship-yard as the ’sun peeped
above the horizon'.

They worked about one hour and then went to

breakfast, returning to work again.

About 10 o ’clock A.M. a lunch

of food and drink of rum and molasses, was sent to the yard.

At

noon, the men went to dinner but they did not have an hour’s
nooning as now, for when they had finished dinner, they immediately
returned to work.
"About four o'clock in the afternoon another lunch was
served similar to the one in the forenoon, and they continued
their work until sunset, when the labors ceased.

About 8 o'clock

in the evenings, they ate their supper, leaving only time to
smoke and go to bed.
"If any man came into the yard after the sun was up
clear of the horizon, he came with a sneakish look upon his face.
After one year of work this man's pay was raised to one dollar
per day, and the third year he received another raise to $1.75
per day, and then felt he was growing rich very rapidly with
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such an income, and in four years was able to buy a farm for
9
$1200, and pay cash down."
As we end this cross-section of the manufacturing in
Maine in 1820, it serves to remind us of the far better conditions
which prevail in 1931, and of the still better ones which should
follow.

9Adams, Silas, The History of the Town of Bowdoinham. Fairfield,
Me., 1912, p. 176-177.
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CHAPTER VII
RELIGION
General Survey

In 1820 there were eleven religious denominations in
Maine, namely, the Baptist, Christian, Congregationalist,
Episcopal, German Lutheran, Methodist, Presbyterian, Quaker,
Roman Catholic, Shaker, and U n i v e r s a l i s t O f these the Baptist
was the largest,2

with the Methodist second in size.3

In

addition there were nine Missionary, nine Bible, and nine
Charitable Societies.4
Despite the large number of churches, preachers and
members, it was said that "probably 200,000 people in the state
were without suitable religious instruction".®

The sound of the

church bell had been heard, as yet, in but two or three towns,
while organs in religious worship and pianos at home had not
e»
ceased to be wonders in the largest cities of our land.

Varney> Young People's History, p. 243. (Varney says nine but
he -has omitted the Christian and German Lutheran de
nominations.)
2Williamson: op. cit. , Vol. II, p. 696.
3Ibid., Vol. II, p. 697.
4Vamey, Young People's History, p. 243.
5Clark: op., cit., p. 12.
®Varney, Young People’s History, p. 243.
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Nevertheless the people of the time were very religious.
Church conferences were of frequent occurrence and were made
occasions where members unburdened their minds, related their
trials and crosses, reported the short-comings of others and
confessed their own.7

A typical example is taken from the

Buckfield Baptish Church Records for May 19, 1820.
Conference.

Told our minds with great coldness.

"Met in
After which

there appeared a difficulty in the minds of some that N. Harlow
ought to be reported for driving home from Portland on the
Lord’s Day.”8
In addition other matters such as personal differences,
back-biting, intemperance, neglect of neighborly visits, neglect
of church attendance and various other short comings were
frequently the travail of mind at those meetings.

These were

"gravely considered and brought under the corrective influence
of the church".®
A brief summary will be made of each of the denominations
in turn.
Baptist
In 1820 the Baptists had about 165 churches, which

7Cole, Alfred and Whitman, Charles, A History of Buckfield.
Oxford County, Maine, from the earliest explorations to
the close of the year 1900. Buckfield, Me., 1915, pp.
140—141#
|Cole and Whitman* A History of Buckfield. pp. 140-141.
^Ibid., p. 141.
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according to their annual minutes for that year, had 9,373
members, and were served by 109 ordained elders and 13 licensed
itinerant preachers.1^
The following is an account of the churches and number
of members of the Calvinistic Baptist churches in Maine in
1820.n
Town

No. of
members

Cumberland
Bridgton
Brunswick
Cape Elizabeth
Danville
Freeport
Harpswell
Minot
New Gloucester
North Yarmouth
Portland
Scarborough

60
215
34
65
46
90
50
36
125
175
19

Hancock
Belfast
Belmont
Bluehill
Bucksport & Orland
Eden
Goldsborough
Islesborough
Knox
Mount Desert
Monroe

22
38
178
21
62
14
49
50
39
17

-^Clark:

Town

No. of
member

Hancock (continued)
Northport
18
Prospect
14
226
Sedgewick
Sullivan
42
Surry & Ellsworth
64
3 mile Square
13
Trenton
74
Vinalhaven
121
Kennebeck
Belgrade
Chesterville
China
Clinton
Farmington
Fayette
Freedom
Gardiner
2d Chh.
Greene
Hallowell
Harlem
2d Chh.

65
20
70
92
50
141 '
53
32
15
12
64
36
31

op. cit., p. 11. (Williamson says 9,329 professors, Vol.
II, p. 696.)
H-Greenleaf, Jonathan, Sketches of the Ecclesiastical History of
the State of Maine from the Earliest Settlement to the
Present Time. Portsmouth, N. H., 1821, pp. 35-44
(Appendix).
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Town

No. of
members

Kennebec (continued)
79
Leeds
19
Malta
26
2d Chh.
26
Monmouth
Mount-Vernon
73
New Sharon
58
Readfield
96
51
Sidney
51
2d Chh.
Vassalborough
43
37
2d Chh.
40
Waterville
Lincoln
Appleton
Bath
Bowdoin
2d Chh.
Bowdoinham
Bristol &
Miscongus Island
Camden
2d Chh.
Friendship &
Cushing
Hope
Jefferson
2d Chh.
Lewiston
Lisbon
2d Chh.
Litchfield
2d Chh.
Martinicus
Montville
2d Chh.
Mount Ephraim
Nobleborough
2d Chh.
Palermo

47
197
122
95
59
31
42
44
72
69
124
47
66
60
19
142
54
23
35
35
34
144
24
43

Town
-

No. of
members

Lincoln (continued)
2d Chh.
56
28
Stetson
93
St. George
87
2d Chh.
167
Thomaston
2d Chh.
36
Topsham
56
New Castle
12
85
Union
44
Wales
Warren
120
Whitefield
76
2d Chh.
31
Woolwich
40
Oxford
Bethel
Buckfield
2d Chh.
Denmark
Dixfield
Hartford
Hebron
Jay
Jefferson
Lancaster
Livermore
2d Chh.
3d Chh.
Norway
Paris
Plant. No. 1
Plant. No. 8
Sumner
Waterford

45
36
49
23
29
90
107
102
36
18
136
32
93
26
137
15
21
55
12

Penobscot
Bangor
Brooksville
2d Chh.

20
76
37
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Town

1 No. of
members

Penobscot (continued)
Carmel
13
Charleston
67
Dixmont
34
Frankfort
40
Guilford
38
Hampden
36
Somerset
Anson
Athens
Bloomfield
Canaan
2d Chh.
Cornville
Harmony
Industry
Moscow
Norridgewock
North Hill
Palmyra
Parkman
Phillips
Strong

18
14
61
33
18
32
43
52
31
12
24
44
30
10
12

Washington
Eastport
Machias
Steuben
2d Chh.

30
48
82
49

Town
York
Arundel
2d Chh.
Berwick
2d Chh.
3d Chh.
Buxton
Cornish
Hollis
Lebanon
Limerick
Limington
Lyman
Newfield
2d Chh.
Parsonsfield
Sandford
Shapleigh
2d Chh.
South Berwick
Waterborough
2d Chh.
Wells
2d Chh.

No. of
members
21
21
130
87
14
80
69
43
87
59
53
83
19
14
140
130
103
46
102
18
65
63

The number of churches in the Eastern Maine Association
was 22 with 14 ministers and licentiates and a membership of
1330.12*

12Minutes of the Eastern Maine Association (convened at Surry,
October 3rd and 4th, 1821.) Bangor, Me., 1821, p. 3
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The Eastern Maine Association sent out to all its constit
uent churches a letter from which the following excerpt has been
taken.
"2d —

Adapt the important truths of our holy religion

to the capacities of our children —

by the following books:

"Watt's Catechism, Baldwin's Catechism, Emerson's
Historical Catechism, Lincoln's Scripture Questions, Watt's Hymns
for Children, Hymns for Infant Minds, and a great variety of
Sabbath Schoolbooks are excellent.
"3d —

Contrive to make it entertaining.

"Seize those moments when they are in humor to receive
instruction with delight."
The aim and purpose of the Baptist church can be
ascertained from their Declaration of Faith, Practice and
Covenant.14
"Art. I. We believe that there is but one only living
and true God, who is a spirit, infinite, eternal and unchangeable
in his being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, and
truth.
"Art. II. That, there are three persons in the God head,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, who are but one God, the
same in substance, equal in power and glory.
"Art V. In the beginning God created the heavens and
the earth, the sea and all that in them are.
The Covenant
"--- And if we at any time know that any members of the
Church are quilty of immoral conduct that we will not expose them
by talking to others, but will faithfully labor with them, accord
ing to the direction of our Lord."
i3

.......,
........
..... .....
Minutes of the Eastern Maine Association, Bangor, Me., 1821, p. 9.
14Ibid., p. 9.
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The Baptists in Maine even had an Educational Society
which was established in 1819.

nNo person shall be admitted as

a beneficiary, who is not a member of a Calvinistic Baptist
Church; nor unless he exhibit satisfactory evidence that he is
unable to defray the expense of his education.B

The officers

and trustees of the Society were as follows:1
161
5
8
7
President,
Rev. Sylvanus Boardman
1st Vice President, Rev. Jeremiah Chaplin
2d Vice President, Rev. Robert Low
Treasurer,
Mr. Samuel Fogg
Secretary,
Rev. Thomas B. Ripley
Many other famous names followed.
In addition to the Calvinistic Baptist there were the
Free Will Baptists who had in 1820 four quarterly meetings and
17
about 25 churches.
Christian
The Christians in 1820 had 23 churches with 18 ordained
elders.

18

Their churches were in the following places.19
Kittery
Vienna
Cornville
Monmouth
Wilton
Mount Vernon
North Hill
Madison

Portland
Canaan
Newport
Fairfax
Knox
Palmyra
Athens
Eastport

South Berwick
Clinton
Harmony
Jay
Leeds
Exeter
Warsaw

15Maine Register (182QV.P. 136.
I bid., p. 136.
17Clark: op. cit., p. n .
18Greenleaf, Ecclesiastical History, p. 60. (Clark says 26
<.Q
churches, p. 11.)
19Ibid., PP. 59-60.

-153-

i

C ongregationalist

The Congregationalists in 1820 were numerous, having
136 churches and 6,000 professors, by estimation.
included also the Presbyterians.

20

This number

There had been twelve

Presbyterian churches in Maine but by 1820 these groups had all
died out.

The remaining members of the organization had gradually

affiliated or merged with the Congregationalist .2
21
0

In the

Congregationalist Puritanism was to be found in the permanent
form in which it became cast in this country.22*
Since the settlement of the state there had been settled
within its limits 222 Congregational and Presbyterian ministers.
Of these 55 died in the work, 96 were dismissed, and 71 still
remained. *

Here are the Congregational and Presbyterian

ministers by county in 1820.24
Cumberland--- 22
Hancock -----6
Kennebec ----5
Lincoln------- 11
Oxford ------6
Penobscot ---2
Somerset ----2
Washington --1
Y o r k -------16
Total
71

20

Williamson: 0£. cit.. Vol. II, p. 695.
21Varney, Gazetteer of Maine, p. 34.
22Ibid., p. 34.
2^Greenleaf, Ecclesiastical History, p. 33. (Appendix)
24Ibid., P. 34. (Appendix)
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Each county had several vacant churches.

They were

as follows:252
8
7
6
Cumberland --4
Hancock -----8
Kennebeck ---8
Lincoln -----8
Oxford-------- 10
Penobscot ---4
Somerset ----9
Washington --3
Y o r k -------7
Total
61
Episcopal
In 1820 there were three Episcopal churches and
pfi
parishes, namely, at Portland, Gardiner and Saco.
There was
a handsome brick church at Portland, while at Gardiner there
was an elegant granite church in the Gothic style.

P7

Concerning

the latter church, two notices were found in the newspapers of
the period.

They were as follows:

A new Episcopal Church has been erected at Gardiner,
Maine. It is a handsome piece of Gothic architecture, and was
to be consecrated yesterday.28
Christ’s Church — The consecration of this noble and
beautiful edifice, was attended on the 18th ult. by a respectable
concourse of people from the vicinity. Prayers and services were

25Greenleaf, Ecclesiastical History, p. 33. (Appendix)
26Williamson: op. cit., Vol. II, p. 693.
27Ibid., p. 693.
28Hancock Gazette, Belfast, Me., October 19, 1820, Vol. I, No. 16,
p. 3.
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read by Rev. Mr. Morse, of Newburyport — a very elegant sermon
pronounced by Rev. Dr. Jarvis of Boston. — The ceremonies of
the consecration were performed in an impressive manner, by Right
Rev. Bishop Griswold. This church it will be remembered, is built
in the purely Gothio style and is a very successful attempt to
introduce it into this country. It is the most splendid building,
of the kind within the state, and probably within New England —
and reflects high credit upon the citizens of Gardiner.29
German Lutheran
The German Lutherans had one church at Waldoborough,
in Lincoln County, where a small colony of Germans had been
30
established in 1741.
This church consisted of a little more
than one hundred regular communicants.

About eighty of them were

German Lutherans, and the others were of the Reformed Dutch Church.
Public worship was invariably performed in the German language
until about 1820, when the Rev. Starnan began to preach every
third Sabbath in English.31
Methodist
By 1820 the Methodists had established 3 Districts, 27
Circuits with 6192 members, and besides 73 located ministers,^
had 29 travelling preachers.33

The following table shows the

Districts, Circuits, towns, members, and number of preachers in
1820.34

^ Hancock Gazette, Belfast, Me., November 2, 1820, Vol. I, No. 18,
P 1•
^Clark: op. cit., p. 12.
^GreenlearT Ecclesiastical History, p. 262.
^Williamson: op. cit.. Vol. II, p. 697.
~~Greenleaf, Ecclesiastical History, p. 59.
54Ih_id., pp. 50-59. (Appendix)

-156-

Name of Circuit

i

No. of Members

Towns Included

Portland District
Readfield, Winthrop, Monmouth,
Wales, Green, Leeds, & Wayne

286

Bethel, Rumford, No. 1., Andover,
Newry, Gilead, & Albany

144

Poland, Minot, New Gloucester,
Raymond, Otisfield, Paris, Hebron,
Norway, Sweden, Bridgton,
Harrison, Waterford, Greenwood,
& Woodstock

400

Portland

Portland & Islands

180

Scarborough

Scarborough, Cape Elizabeth,
Saco, & part of Buxton

460

Livermore, Jay, Fayette, Mt.
Vernon, Chesterville, Vienna,
Rome, New Sharon, Farmington,
Strong, Avon, Phillips,
Temple, & Wilton

500

Durham, Freeport, Pownal, Danville,
Lisbon, Topsham, Bowdoinham, part
of Gardiner, & Litchfield

276

Part of Buxton, Standish, Limington,
& part of Waterborough

324

Readfield
Bethel
Poland

Livermore

Durham

Buxton

inCasco Bay

Gray

Gray, Windham, Gorham, Westbrook,
Falmouth, & North Yarmouth

Conway

Baldwin, Hiram, Brownfield, Fryeburg,
& Porter in Maine, & Conway, & other
towns in New Hampshire.

Arundel

Arundel, Lyman, Hollis, & Biddeford
Total

(see above
Buxton)

216
(see
Scarborough)
2786
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Name of Circuit
Norridgewock
formerly
Kennebeck

Towns Included

No. of Members

Kennebeck District
Norridgewock, Solon, Madison,
Bingham, Moscow, Cornville, Athens,
& Harmony

Hallowell

Hallowell, Augusta, Gardiner,
Fairfield, Bloomfield, & Waterville

Union

Union, Hope, Belfast, Northport, &
Camden

Bristol

Bristol, New Castle, & Boothbay

Hampden

Hampden, No. 5, Frankfort, Lee,
Prospect, Bangor, & Orono

Unity

Unity, Vassalborough, Fairfax,
Freedom, Harlem, Winslow,
Clinton, Joy, Dixmont, Jaokson,
& Knox

Pittston

Pittston, Malta (Gerry), Dresden,
Georgetown, Woolwich, Wiscasset,
& Olney

Industry

Industry, Starks, New Vineyard,
New Portland, Kingfield, Anson,
No. 1, & Embden

Bath

Bath & Phippsburg

Exeter

Exeter, Ripley, Palmyra, &
St. Albans
Total

Orrington

Penobscot District
Orrington, Bucksport, Brewer,
& Eddington

Penobscot
St. Croix

124
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Name of Circuit

1

No. of Members

Towns Included
Penobscot District (cont.)

40

Columbia
Includes Islands of that name

Vinalhaven
Thomaston

612

Total
Total in Maine
Total in Portland District
Traveling Preachers
Local Preachers

13
40

Kennebeck District
Traveling Preachers
Local Preachers

10
27

Penobscot District
Traveling Preachers
Local Preachers

6
6

Total

6192

102

Presbyterian
In 1820 there were very few Presbyterians in Maine.
There had been churches established at Georgetown, Newcastle,
Brunswick, Boothbay, Bristol, Topsham, Warren, Gray, Scarborough,
Windham, Turner, and Canaan. However, they had changed sects and
35
become Congregational.
(See Congregational)

35

Williamson:

ojd.

cit., Vol. II, p. 694.
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1

Quaker

In 1820 there were 30 societies of Friends, or Quakers,
containing about 2000 members.

They had 33 meetings for
37
worship embracing 1000 families.
The Quakers were united by
strong social ties.

They had their regular monthly, quarterly,

and yearly meetings for business, as well as for worship.*^
Roman Catholic
There were four congregations of Roman Catholics in
1820, two among the Indians and two among the whites.^

The

latter were at Newcastle and Whitefield in Lincoln County, and
contained about 500 members.

Their priest was Rev. Dennis Ryan

from Ireland, ordained in 1818 by Bishop Cheverus.

The Rev.

James R. Romaigne, a French friar, had the pastoral charge of
the tribes at Penobscot and Passamaquoddy.
Shaker
The Shakers had three societies, at Alfred, New
Gloucester, and Gorham.

They lived in so-called '’families'*

having everything in common.4'1'

36Williamson: op. cit., Vol. II, p. 698.
37 Clark: op. cit., p .
11.
38Williamson:
op. cit., Vol. II, p. 698.
39Clark: op.
cit., p. 11.
40Williamson:
op. cit., Vol. II, p. 692.
41Ibid., p. 699.
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1

Universalist

There were hut a few societies of Universalists in
Maine in 1820.42

Sylvanus Cobb, a Universalist Preacher gives

one an idea of the times.

While at Norway, Maine, where he had

been born, Rev. Cobb was engaged in 1820 to teach the winter
43
school for three months. Here is what he says:
"Dr. Ichabod
Bartlett, one of the young men of the society, being agent of
the Village District, engaged me, on excellent wages for the
time, to teach the school three months in the winter; the leading
Universalist families in that village gave me my board in rota
tion permitting me to draw the board money from the Town Treasury
in addition to my salary.

At the same time the society kept me

at preaching nearly all the Sabbaths, rendering me what, for the
time and circumstances, was a liberal compensation, three dollars,
a Sabbath.

This, I say, was, for the time and circumstances, a

liberal compensation.

For the regular stipend per week in those

days for the veteran preachers,-- was but five dollars.”
Missionary Societies
In -1820 the following Missionary Societies were in
existence. *

^Williamson:

op. cit. , Vol. II, p. 699.
..................

Cobb, Sylvanus, Autobiography of Sylvanus Cobb D.D., Boston,
Mass., 1867, p. 82.
44Maine Register (1820). pp. 146-148.
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Maine Evangelical Miss. Society
Inst. June 10, 1818.
Annual Meeting 1st Tuesday in Oct.

Maine Missionary Society
Inc. Mar. 3, 1809.

Portland Foreign Mission Society
Bridgton Female Missionary Society
Inst. Oct. 20, 1818.

Thomaston Female Miss. Society
Annual Meeting 2d Wed. in
June
Cumberland Baptist Foreign
Mission Soc.

Cushing Female Missionary Society
Annual Meeting 2d Wed. in Sept.
Foreign Mission Soc. of Wiscasset a d vicinity
Foreign Mission Society of Bath and vicinity.
The officers of the Maine Missionary Society elected
45
June 28, 1820, were:
Rev. Kiah Bayley, New Castle, President
Hon. Ammi R. Mitchell, North Yarmouth, Vice President
Rev. Eliphalet Gillet, Hallowell, C. Sec'ry
Rev. David Thurston, Winthrop, Rec. Sec’ry
Daniel Campbell, Esq., Winthrop, Treasurer
Other Trustees
Rev. Edward Payson
H
Jonathan Cogswell
"
Jotham Sewall
"
Benjamin Tappan
H
Asa Rand
" Mighill Blood
n John W. Ellingwood
An idea of the finances of such organizations can be
gained from a Summary of the Treasurer's Report.^ 4

4^Blood, Rev. Mighill, A Sermon Delivered at Thomaston. June 26.
before the- Maine Missionary Society at Their Thirteenth
Anniversary, Bangor, Me., 1820, p. 40.
46

I b i d . , p. 40.
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Monies collected for Donations, etc.
for annuitties (sic) and for
Entrances, etc.
From a Female Cent. Society in
Falmouth to Constitute Rev.
William Whitmore, their
Pastor, a member for Life
From Mr. John Taylor (Bath) to
Constitute him a member for
Life.
;
Old Balance•in Treasury 28th June

41054.56
546.00

20.00
20.00
41640.56
591.14
42231.70

And I have paid since the last
annual meeting
Ammi R. Mitchell, late Treasurer
of the Maine Missionary Society.
North Yarmouth, Aug. 4, 1820. *
Bible Sooieties
In 1820 the Maine Bible Society was still functioning.
This society was the fourth of its kind established in the United
States.

The first was at Philadelphia, the second at Hartford,

Connecticut, and the third at Boston.47
instituted in 1809.48

The Maine Society was

This and other Bible Societies with their

officers were as follows:4^

An

_.
..
„
............
Willis, William, Journals of the Rev. Thomas Smith, and the Rev.
Samuel Deane, Pastors of the First Church in Portland,
with Notes and Biographical Notices, and a Summary
History of Portland. Portland, Me., 1849, p. 399.
(Note 2).
48
Maine Register (1820). p. 139.
4fi
Ibid., pp. 139-140.
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MAINE BIBLE SOCIETY
President
Rev. Elijah Kellogg
V. Pres.
Woodbury Storer, Esq.
Recording Sec.
Correspond. Sec. Rev. Edward Payson
Horatio Southgate, Esq,
Treasurer
Hancock and Penobscot Bible Society
Annual Meeting first Tuesday-in Oct.
William Abbott, Esq. (Castine)
Pres.
V. Pres.
Samuel E. Dutton, Esq. (Bangor)
Treas.
Josiah Hook, Esq. (Castine)
Cor. Sec. Rev. Mighill Blood (Bucksport)
Rec. Sec. Daniel Pike
Kennebec County Bible Society
Pres.
V. P.
Sd V. P.
3d V. P.
Rec. Sec.
Cor. Sec.
Treas.

Hon. Daniel Cony (Augusta)
Hon. Samuel S. Wilde (Hallowell)
Robert H. Gardiner (Gardiner)
David Stone (Augusta)
Gen. Sewall (Haliowell)
Rev. Benjamin Tappan (Augusta)
Hon. Nathan Weston, Jr. (Augusta)

Lincoln County Bible Society
Pres.
V. P.
Rec. Sec.
Cor. Sec.
Treas.
Auditor

Rev. H. Packard, D.D.
Joshua Head
Warren Rice
Rev. D. M. Mitchell
Jeremiah Bailey
Nathaniel Coffin

York County Bible Society
President,
V. Pres.,
Rec. Sec.,
Corres. Sec.,
Treasurer,

John Low, Esq. (Lyman)
Henry Clark, Esq. (Arundel)
Daniel Sewall, Esq. (Kennebunk)
N. H. Fletcher, (Kennebunk)
John Low, Jr., Esq. (Kennebunk)
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A notice such as this meant the adding of a new Bible
Society to the growing list.^O
A society was organized in Bath, on the 28th ult.
by the name of "The Auxiliary Marine Bible Society of Bath
and its vicinity”.
Bath, Sept. 30, 1820.
Notices such as the following one was the common
method of calling the attention of the members to coming
meetings.
Hancock and Penobscot Bible Society
The Annual Meeting of the Hancock and Penobscot
Bible Society, will be held at Ellsworth, on the first Tuesday
of next October. The public religious exercises on the occasion
will be in the Meeting House of the Rev. Mr. Nourse, at two
o ’clock in the afternoon.
Bangor, Sept. 7.
P. Pike, Secretary

^ Eastern Argus, Portland, Me., October 3, 1820, Vol. XVIII,
No. 903, p. 2.
^ Hancock Gazette, Belfast, Me., September 14, 1820, Vol. I,
No. 11, p. 3.
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CHAPTER VIII
EDUCATION
General Survey
In 1820 when Maine became a State, she was still under
the old and practically unchanged Massachusetts Educational Law
of 1789.

This law 11gathered and announced in the form of a

statute, all the principles and ideas which an experience of a
century and a half had demonstrated to be of value”. Requirements
were graduated according to the population of the towns.

In

regard to common English Schools, it was required that every
town having fifty families must furnish annually six months
schooling by a master in one or more schools.
there had to be a greater aggregate time.

In the larger towns

All towns of two

hundred families had to support a grammar schoolmaster.1
The law required reading, writing, the English language,
orthography, arithmetic, and proper behaviour.2

A youth to be

sent to the grammar school had to be able to read.

A school

master was required to be a graduate bf some college or university,
or to produce' a certificate of qualification from a learned
minister of the town or neighborhood, and a certificate of moral

^■Stetson, W. W., History of Education and the Evolution of the
Present School System in Maine, Augusta. Me.. 1910.
p. 13.
2Ibid., p. 13.
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character from a minister or from a selectman of his own
town.3
The law of 1789 made a step to advance the school
system.

The towns and districts were empowered to "determine

and define the limits of the school districts within their
towns and districts respectively".4
All instructors had to take "diligent care and to
exert their best endeavours to impress on the minds of the
children and youth committed to their care and instruction,
the principles of piety, justice, and a sacred regard to
truth, love of their country, humanity, and universal benevo
lence, sobriety, industry, and frugality, chastity, moderation
and temperance, and those other virtues, which are the ornament
of human society and the basis upon which the Republican
Constitution is structured".3
The ministers and selectmen at least once in every
six months were required to visit and inspect the schools in
their respective towns and districts.^
Along with these good points the law of 1789 contained
many defects which were remedied as they came more and more

3Stetson:
4Ibid., p.
5Ibid., p.
6Ibid., p.

op., crt., p. 13.
14.
15.
16.
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sharply to the attention of the people.

For example the law

required certain things to he done hut did not provide the
means for doing them.

School districts were to he estahlished

hut the districts were given no powers.

Schoolhouses were to

he huilt hut the way for their erection was unmarked except
through the voluntary contrihutions of the citizens.7
The first remedies came in 1800.

Power was given the

districts to tax the people within their limits.

The money thus

obtained was placed in the hands of officers regularly chosen,
who had charge of its expenditure.

"The districts were

authorized to hold meetings, to choose a clerk, to decide upon
a site for a schoolhouse, and to raise money hy taxation for
buying land and for building and furnishing the house and for
subsequent repairs."®
A law of 1817 made school districts corporations with
power to hold property, enforce contracts, to sue and to he
sued.

Thus the school districts became quasi-municipal corpora

tions and at the same time, the ultimate sub-divisions of
American sovereign power.®
It is interesting to note the methods of control in
use from 1785 to 1820 and which of course were in effect at the

7Stetson:
op. c i t ., p. 17.
8 Ihid., p. 17.
9 Ihid., pp. 17-18.
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time that Maine separated from Massachusetts.

The methods of

control from 1785 to 1820 in the newer towns tended to use the
three agencies which had already been used in Massachusetts,
namely, the town meeting, the selectmen, and the committee.

The

form most frequently used was the special and general committee.^
The town-meeting as a method of control was to be
found only very rarely.11

Often the selectmen acted as a general

or special committee by vote of the town.

The general committees

were those elected at regular intervals and usually held office
for a specified time such as that between town meetings.121
5
4
3
Special committees were voted by the town for some transient
13
matters.
The number on the committees varied from three to
14
seventeen.
In .the older towns one seldom found the use of the
town meeting and of the selectmen as agencies of control.

The

form generally employed was the special committee.1®
The methods of supporting the schools varied aocording
to the status of the town.

While the town was being incorporated

10 Chadbourne, Ava H., The Beginnings of Education in Maine.
New York, N. Y., 1928, p. 59.
11Ibid.. p. 48.
12Ibid., pp. 49-50.
13Ibid., p. 50.
14Ibid., pp. 50-54.
15Ibid., p. 59.
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private schools or those supported by subscription were in
16
existence.
As soon as the town became incorporated the
methods of general taxation were used to support the schools.

17

The method of support most common was that of general taxation.
Usually the money was distributed according to the number of
children.1
181
7
1
6
0
2
9
The school-buildings in the newer towns were built in
various ways, sometimes by subscription, sometimes by the town,
19
and sometimes by the district or a combination of the two.
Another characteristic of Maine*s education in 1820 was
the district system.

Whenever a new town was incorporated, it

immediately provided for the districting of the town, often the
town meeting was the agency employed, but sometimes committees
20
were appointed instead.
In the older towns, as in the newer
ones, the formation of school districts was accomplished by the
town meeting, the selectmen, and the committee.

21

The district school was most often administered by the
district committee, which was usually elected in town meetings.

16Chadbourne: op. cit., pp. 59-60.
17Ibid., p. 62.
18Ibid., p. 68.
19Ibid., pp. 64-65.
20Ibid., pp. 69-71.
21Ibid., p. 75.

-170-

Many times special committees were appointed.
Thus one sees that the three outstanding trends of
education in the District of Maine from 1692 to 1820 were the
methods of control, the mode of support, and the district system.
In 1820 the district committee, usually elected in town meeting,
was the agency most often employed.2
242
*
2
* The method of support,
6
5
for the most part, was by general taxation.25

wAt the close of

this period (1785-1820) in 1820 the district system was in use
in all the towns of the District of Maine, and had developed
through all the various stages which have been traced, according
to the needs of the country.

The tendency was to increase

further the number of districts and to increase the power of the
pa

inhabitants over the schools through the district committees.”
In general Maine preserved the district system inherited from
Massachusetts, with a few special exceptions, until it was
repealed by the law of 1893.2^

No. action in regard to schools was taken at the first
session of the Maine Legislature which met on May 31, 1820.28

22Chadbourne: op. cit., p. 81.
25Ibid., p. 81.
24Ibid., p. 82.
25Ibid.. p. 82.
26Ibid., p. 82.
p7

Stetson:
0p . cit., p. 18.
28 I b i d . , p. 18.

23
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However, at the second session beginning the first Wednesday of
29
January, 1821, the first Maine School Law was passed.
As this
law represented the "temper” of the people of the state towards
education, just as it was starting on its eventful career, it is
well to examine it rather closely.
Every town and plantation had to raise and expend
annually for the maintenance and support of schools, not less
than forty cents for each inhabitant, "the number to be computed
according to the next preceding census of the states, by which
•7Q
the representation thereof has been apportioned”.
One-third
of the money alloted to a district might be applied to the
31
support of a school taught by a mistress.
A superintending school committee was to be chosen at
the annual town meeting "consisting of not less than three, nor
more than seven persons”, whose duty it was to examine school
masters and schoolmistresses proposing to teach school therein.
The school committee had many powers such as visiting and
inspecting schools, dimissing the teachers, and selecting school
books to be used.*^

29

Stetson:
5QIbid., p.
xIbid., p.
Ibid.. p.

p£. cit., p. 18.
18.
19.
19.
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A teacher had to be a citizen of the United States,
and had to produce a certificate of character and ability to
teach in reading, "in writing the English language grammatically",
in arithmetic and other branches.33
The schools were to be supported by general taxation,

34

and the enforcement of the collection of the tax was provided for,
as well as the compensation of the assessor, collector, and
treasurer.35

There was to be an annual enumeration of the

persons between four and twenty-one in each district, as the
*7 C l

basis for the division of the school fund.
The towns and plantations were given the power to
"determine the number and define the limits of the school
districts within the same".

Each school district was made a

body corporate with the power to sue or be sued.3'*' District
meetings were to be called,38 where the voting inhabitants could
raise money to build, repair, or move a schoolhouse, to determine
its location, and fix the age when the youth were to be admitted.39

33Stetson: op. cit., p. 20.
34Ibid., p . 22.
35I
bid•j
Ibid.,
pp, 22-23.
36Ibid., p. 20.
37;
'ibid.. p. 21.
38"
*Ibid.. p. 23.
39Ibid.. pp.21-22.
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When a majority at a district meeting opposed the raising of
money for school buildings, the minority was able to insert an
article in the warrant for the next town meeting to get the
40
opinion vote of the voters of the town.
In case there was a
dispute as to the location of a schoolhouse, the selectmen or
assessors decided.

ai

In 1820 there were several types of schools in existence
in Maine.

They were the elementary schools, the secondary schools,

consisting of the grammar school, the high school, the private
school, and the academy, the professional training schools such
as the Maine Charity School (Bangor Theological Seminary) and the
Medical School at Bowdoin College, and at the top of the list were
the colleges, consisting of Bowdoin College at Brunswick, and the
Maine Literary And Theological Institution (Waterville College in
1821 and later Colby College) at Waterville.42
These various types will be taken up in the order
mentioned, with special emphasis on the private schools, academies,
the Maine Charity School, and Bowdoin College.

Enough has been

said in the previous discussion of the laws to show the chief
characteristics of the elementary and grammar schools.

4 0 Stetson:

p£. c i t ., p. 23.

41 I b i d . , p. 23.
48I b i d ., p. 93.

However,

-
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it is also interesting to know that in 1820 Portland appeared
to be the only town still supporting a Latin Grammar School.
44
Here are extracts from the Rules and Regulations.
XII. Lads may be admitted to the Grammar School from
any part of the town after they have arrived to the age of eleven
years. Those who expect to enter must be able to read and spell
well, to recite from memory the common arithmetical tables, to
perform operations in the four primary rules, and to write a fair
round hand. If they sustain a satisfactory examination on these
points before the School Committee, they shall be admitted to the
Grammar School.
The studies pursued at the Grammar School shall be
English Grammar, Geography, Rhetoric, the higher branches of
arithmetic, and the Latin and Greek languages. The books used
by the Latin and Greek scholars shall be: Adam’s Latin Grammar,
Biglow’s Latin Primer, or Liber Primus, Introduction to Makine
Latin by Biglow, Virgil, Valpey’s Greek Grammar, together with
such Latin and Greek Classics as are requisite for admission
into the colleges of the state.
The average annual expense for the instruction of each
in the common.schools of the state was $1.35.

In 1820 the

legislature valued the proportion of the whole expense to the
45
whole taxable property of the state as 6 to 1000.
The following is a table giving a summary of the reports
which the Legislature required in 1825 from each town in the state
concerning the number of school districts, the number of children
usually attending, the time during which the schools were open for

4 ’z

^Chadbourne: 0£. cit., p. 128.
4^Rules and Regulations for the Portland Public Schools, Portland,
Me., 1822. (“Sec. XII)
45
■
Greenleaf, Survey of Maine, p. 365.
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instruction in each year, and the funds by which they were
supported.

Although this table was for the year 1825, it

should be somewhat characteristic of 1820.

(See Table I)

For a specific example the common schools of Foxcroft
serve as well as any.
purposes.

In 1820 the town voted $200 for school

The town was divided into seven school districts.

The wages of the teachers as well as the price of board form
an interesting contrast with present conditions.

The winter

term was generally kept by a "master" and was 10 weeks, or in
some cases, eleven weeks in length.

The summer term kept by a

"mistress" was generally a ten weeks "term", and for her salary
she received the magnificent sum of one dollar per week, and
board, or if experienced and of especially high ability, as
high as one dollar and seventy-five cents per week.

The teacher's

board was bid off at the annual meeting of the district.

For the

board of the master the town paid $1.50 or $1.75 per week, while
the mistress was "bid off" for about 90 cents.

Evidently the

teacher was desired for the social, rather than the financial
gain.4®
The matter of furnishing wood for the schoolhouses
came up at town meeting and was generally bid off by some person

4®Sprague:

o£. cit., Vol. V, pp. 114-115.
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Cumberland
Hancock
Kennebeck
Lincoln
Oxford
Penobscot
Somerset
Waldo
Washington
York
Total

47

323
156
341
333
289
151
296
210
103
297

19.238
7.881
19.561
21.171
12.935
7.701
11.903
11.712
5.009
30.820

14.630
5.903
14.923
14.942
10.217
6.923
8.340
8.129
3.346
14.602

19.778.00
7.142.40
16.060.00
18.737.20
10.841.60
5.543.00
8.710.00
8.901.20
5.097.69
18.513.20

From the income of perma
nent funds

Amount of money
annually raised &
expended for sup*r
port of schools

From taxes

Amount required by law to be raised
and expended annually

Number who usually attend schools

Number of children between ^ and 21

COUNTIES

Number of school districts
\

TABLE I47

20.646.65 1.520.06
7.173.57 .487.60
17.827.31 .375.27
19.513.41 .813.10
10.990.03 1.294.21
9.849.77 .251.20
10.737.07 .336.58
11.099.46 .100.00
5.420.83 .206 .20
19.905.82 .229.93

2499 137.931 101.325 119.334.00 132.263.92 5.614.65

Greenleaf, Survey of Maine, p. 362.
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'

in the district.

The prices for fuel ranged from 60 to 90 cents
48
per cord for wood, delivered and piled at the schoolhouse.
The studies were for the most part the "three R's",
reading, writing, and arithmetic, with spelling and grammar for
good measure.

History and geography were in the making, and

the pupils learned these at home by listening to the conversation
around the fireplace rather than from a text-book at school.

In

addition the monotony at school was broken up by the old-time
Lyceum and Spelling Bee.4
495
8
0
Sylvanus Cobb in his Autobiography tells of his
interesting experience teaching school at Norway, Maine. u
"Dec. 11th 1820 — I commenced teaching in the public
school in Norway Village, for a three month's term. It was to
me an interesting school. I had the attendance of several young
gentlemen and ladies older than usually attend the Common
Schools, who'were advanced scholars in the higher branches of
education. Yet ray charge was exceedingly laborious. — The
number of scholars averaging about eighty, and the School House
being cold, and the benches rickety, as it was about to be
replaced by a new one, and therefore, the Committee would not
spend money to put it into deoent repair."
High Schools
High schools were an unknown quantity in Maine in 1820,
but in 1821 Portland had a so-called high school.

Boston had the

first high school in the United States and this also came in 1821.

48 „
Sprague: op. cit., Vol. V, p. 116.
49Ibid., p. 116.
50Cobb: op. cit., pp. 87-88.
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Nevertheless, it is not unusual that Maine should begin early
to develop a new type of secondary school, since she had been
so closely connected with Massachusetts where similar progress
was being made.31

This statement concerning Portland’s high

school must -be qualified and amended for this school was
secondary in aim and function, Hit coincided in every respect
with the Latin Grammar School”.52
In 1820 there were three existing grammar schools in
Portland, the North, Center, and South schools.
mixed or coeducational schools.

They were

The authorities felt the need

of a higher education for boys, so about 1821 a latin school
for boys was organized to be composed of twenty scholars drawn
from each of the grammar schools.

The school was first kept in

a building upon Court Street (now Exchange).

The first teacher

was Joseph Libby.^3
Private Schools
There were frequent advertisements in the newspapers
of the period extolling the merits of this or that private
school, and giving the subjects and purpose.

51

The following are5
3
2
1

Grizzell, Emit D., Origin and Development of the High School
in New England before 1865, New York, N. Y., 1923, p.104.
52Ibid., p. 104.
53Ibid., p. 104.
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selections intended to give examples of the various types.
PRIVATE SCHOOL.54
Mr. Biglow respectfully informs the inhabitants of
Belfast that he has engaged a convenient Room in the house
now occupied by Mr. Phinehas Kellam, where he proposes to
open a school, on Monday morning next, for the purpose of
instructing young persons of both sexes, in those branches of
knowledge, which he is capable of teaching and they may be
disposed to learn. For terms, etc., please apply at this
office, or at the school-room.

Mr. Withycombe55
Professor of Music and Dancing
Respectfully informs the inhabitants of this town,
that he intends instructing the above branches. He hopes by
strict attention to his pupils to merit patronage.
It is his intention to attend his pupils in music
at their respective houses.
A subscription paper will be open for his Dancing
Academy.
N.B. Piano's tuned and repaired with the greatest
precision.
**For particulars please apply at Major Gage's in
Middle Street, where satisfactory credentials may be seen.

School56
A young man has opened a school at the Academy in
this town, for the purpose of instructing in the various
branches of English education. He will admit males for $3 a
yr. or 30 cts. a week, females $2.50 a yr., 25 cts. a week.
He will also admit gratis two boys and one girl, over nine
years of age, either orphans or children whose parents are

54Hancock Gazette. Belfast, Me., July 27, 1820, Vol. I, No. 4, p.3.
55Portland Gazette. Portland, Me., February 5, 1821, Vol. XXIII,
No. 40, p. 3.
56Maine Gazette, Bath, Me., April 6, 1821, Vol. I, No. 18, p. 1.

-182-

willing, but not able to pay for their tuition.
He will also attend two evenings in a week to instruct
apprentices and young hired men, in Arithmetic Writing, Reading,
or Spelling, gratuitously. Those who wish to attend, will leave
their names with him, or Hr. Cushing Allen.
Bath, March 16, 1821.

Education57
Mrs. Ames, respectfully informs her friends and the
public that she has opened a school at her dwelling-house in
High Street, where young misses will be taught in the following
branches of education viz: Reading, Writing, Arithmetic,
Grammar, Geography, Rhetoric, and Plain and Ornamental Needle
work if desired.
Terms: — Misses under the age of six years $2.50 per
quarter; over six years $3.25; boys under seven years of age
will be admitted at $2.50 cts. per quarter.
Mar. 23.
New School58
Miss Gay, has taken a room in Middle Street opposite
Mr. Payson’s Meeting House, where she will open a school on
the first Monday in April next; for the instruction of young
Misses in the following branches of education viz. — Reading,
Writing, Arithmetic, English Grammar, Geography, History, Plain
and Ornamental Needle Work and Drawing.
cq
Evening School
The subscriber purposes continuing his Evening School
for Writing, Arithmetic, etc., the present and summer' seasons —
attendance three evenings in the week, from 8 to 10 o ’clock.
Book-keeping by double entry (should the encouragement be
sufficient) will also be taught with the assistance of
L_. Ohamprosay whose qualifications in that respect, are well known.

57Maine Gazette, Bath, Me., April 6, 1821, Vol. I, No. 18, p. 1.
58Eastern Argus. Portland, Me., April 4, 1820, Vol. XVII, No. 865,
p. 1.
59Ibjd., p. 1.
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Young gentlemen, having leisure, and duly appreciating
the importance of a thorough knowledge of book-keeping sufficient
ly to induce their attendance, will confer a great obligation,
and no exertions shall be wanting to merit their entire satis
faction. Application may be made to Mr. Champrosay, or the
subscriber.
R. Gurley.
N.B. Spring quarter, (day school) commences Monday
next.

Other schools fully advertised were Mr. Colburn's
School for "Instructing Ladies and Gentlemen in the Art of
Writing"; a private school for instruction in english and
mathematics, as well as the rudiments of latin, by Joseph
Small; and a private school with the same course above,
conducted by Hugh Prince.®0
The private schools in certain sections of Maine
played an important part in the education of girls.

There

were three types of these private schools, the coeducational
elementary school of various grades; the boarding and day
school for girls only, which held a large place in the
education of girls in the more prosperous commercial towns
along the coast and on the rivers; the day school taught the
useful subjects, while the boarding school taught both the
useful and ornamental, the latter usually playing the more

fiO

Eastern Argus, Portland, Me., July 4, 1820, Vol. XVII, No. 890,
p. 4.
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import ant part; and the academy which began its course in
some towns as a school for boys, and in others for girls.
About 1820 the academies accepted girls upon the same basis
as boys or established a separate department for them.

The

female academies were, Bath Female Academy (1805), Cony Female
Academy (1815), and The Young Ladies' Academy at Bangor, which
nevertheless was open to both sexes (1819).
Before giving the status of the academies in 1820, it
is well to show their main mode of support, namely, the lands
they owned.

The following is a list of all the schools owning

land in :
Maine in 1820, and the date acquired.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.

1793
1793
1793
1793

23,040 acres, St et son
23,040 acres, Harmony
23,040 acres, Exeter

Jan. 28, 1794
Jan. 30, 1795
Feb. 25, 1796

Leicester Academy,
Hallowell Academy,
Marblehead Academy,
Washington Academy,
Machias,
Berwick Academy,
Fryeburg Academy,
Bowdoin College,

Feb.
June
Mar.
June
Feb.

1796
1798
1800
1800
1802

Bowdoin College,
Williams College,
Phillips Academy,
Dummer Academy,
Williams College,

20,688
23,040
11,520
11,520
23,040

1802
1802

Westford Academy,
Groton Academy,

11,520
11,520

11,
11,
11,
30,

25,
2,
19,
14,
2,

Feb. 5,
June 4,

23,040
23,040
18,617
92,160

Chadbourne: op . cit., p. 124.
b^Sprague: 0p . cit., Vol. II, pp. 16-26.

acres, Cut1er
acres, Athens
acres, Near N.H. line
acres, No. 4,5,6,7
Sebec, Foxcroft,
Guilford & Abbott
acres, Dixmont
acres, Garland
acres, l/2 Greenwood
acres, l/2 Woodstock
acres, Littleton
(Aroostook County)
acres, East of Linneus
acres, East of Linneus
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June 4,
Jan. 7,

1802
1803

Feb. 4,

1803

Nov. 1, 1804
Feb. 21, 1805
Mar. 23, 1805
Feb. 27, 1806
May !
31, 1806
Sept . 20 ,1806
Sept . 20 ,1806
Dec. 6,

1806

Feb. 12, 1807
Feb. 20, 1807
June 28, 1808
Feb. 20, 1810
Dec. 26, 1810
Feb. 27, 1811
Apr. 25, 1811
June 17, 1811
Oct. 19, 1811

Dec. 30, 1811
Apr. 20, 1812
Mar. 2, 1813
Feb. 2,

1814

June 12, 1815
Dec. 14, 1816

11,520 acres
Bridgewater, Aroostook
County
Bridgewater, Aroostook
Bridgewater Academy,
County
1,286 acres, Landin Oxford
Monmouth Free School,
11.520
acres, Houlton
New Salem Academy,
11.520 acres, Weston
Hampden Academy,
11.520 acres, "Jefferson"
Lincoln Academy,
23,040 acres, Etna
Bowdoin College,
11.520 acres, Westfield PI.
Deerfield Academy,
Aroostook
11.520
acres,
Westfield
PI.
Westfield Academy,
Aroostook
12,320
acres,
W.-J- No.23, near
Blue Hill Academy,
Machias
11.520 acres, Woodstock
Gorham Academy,
11.520 acres, S.‘5’,No .1,R.4,
Bath Academy,
W.D. K.P.
Agricultural Society, 23,040 acres, for a Botanical
Professorship
Phillips Limerick Academy, 11,520 acres, Limerick,
Now Linneus
11.520 acres, Ludlow
Belfast Academy,
Hebron Academy,
11.520 acres, W.i Monson
11.520 acres, No.2 & 3,
Milton Academy,
Oxford Co.
Monson, Mass. Academy, 11,500 acres, E.£ Monson
214 acres, Nine small
Monmouth Academy,
islands in
Androscoggin
River
Monmouth Academy,
10,020 acres,in Ripley
Monmouth Academy,
800 acres, in Detroit
Mass. Medical Society, 23,040 acres, Elliotsville &
Wilson, Piscat.
Co.
Warren Academy,
11.520 acres, North Half of
Township,No.6,
9th Range,
North of the
Waldo Patent.
Maine Literary and Theological Institution, 29,164
acres, Township No. 3, on the west side of
Penobscot River, part of the Indian Land.
Days Academy, in Wrentham , 11,520 acres, lying in
Somerset County on the east side of Moose Head
Lake.
Framingham Academy,
Portland Academy,
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June 22, 1819
Dec. 1,

1819

Canaan Academy,
11,520 acres, North half of
Township No, 1, 3d Range, West of Bingham's
Kennebec Purchase.
Sandwich Academy,
11,520 acres, South half of
Township No. 2, 1st Range, in the County Somerset,
North of Bingham's Kennebec Purchase.

Thus one sees that the land endowments of the academies
in Maine in 1820 aggregated more than two hundred and fifty
thousand acres of wild land.
Academies
When Maine became a state there were twenty-five
academies within her borders, three of which were female as has
64
been noticed.
Here is a list of the academies as they were in
1820 together with the dates of incorporation and amount of their
endowment by the legislature.

(See Table II)

The academies were controlled boards of self perpetuat
ing trustees who were the most eminent citizens of all the
surrounding towns.

The board had absolute power and its membership

varied from 4 (Washington Academy) to 21 (Hallowell)
The means of support were grants of land, gifts of land
by generous citizens, money derived from subscriptions, and
tuition.

Hampden Academy was an example of the tuition method.6
5
4
3

63MacDonald: op. cit., p. 118.
64Chadbourne: op., cit., p . 89;
65Ibid., pp. 95-96.

TABLE II66

Name & Place
Berwick at South Berwick
Hallowell— Hallowell
Fryeburgh— Fryeburgh (sic)
Washingt on— Machias
Portland— Portland
Lincoln— New Castle
Gorham— Gorham
Hampden
Bluehill— Bluehill
Hebron— Hebron
Bath— Bath
Farmington— Farmington
Bloomfield— Bloomfield
Warren— Warren
Belfast— Belfast
Bridgetown— Bridgetown(sic)
Bath, Female— Bath
Limerick— Limerick
Monmouth— Monmouth
♦Wiscasset— Wiscasset
Thornton— Saco
North Yarmouth— N. Yarmouth
Young Ladies— Bangor
Cony, Female— Augusta
China— China

Dat e of
Incorporation
11th
5th
9th
7th
24th
23rd
5th
7th
8th
10th
6th
18th
18th
25th
29th
8th
11th
17th
19th

March,
March,
Feb’y .
March,
Feb’y.
Feb’y.
March,
March,
March,
Feb'y.
March,
Feb’y.
Feb’y.
Feb’y.
Feb’y.
March,
March,
Nov.
June,

16th
4th
27th
10th
12th

Feb’y.
Feb’y.
Jan’y.
Feb’y.
June,

1791
1791
1792
1792
1794
1801
1803
1803
1803
1804
1805
1807
1807
1808
1808
1808
1808
1808
1808
1808
1811
1811
1818
1818
1818

Am. of land grant
23.040 acres
23.040
12.000
23.040
11.520
11.520
11.520
11.520
11.520
11.520
11.520
11.520
11.520
11.520
11.520
11.520
11.520
11.520
11.520 upw.
11.520
11.520
11.520
11.520
11.520

♦Wiscasset Academy was not contained in Greenleaf's Table but
has been added from the list in Dr. Chadbourne’s book, page 88.

66 Greenleaf, A Survey of the State of Maine, p. 367
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The fee per pupil was twenty cents per week, and board might
be obtained in the family of the preceptor at nine shillings
67
per week, and in other most respectable families also.
Many rules were promulgated concerning the conduct of
the pupils in school, as well as "decency in apparel and clean
liness of body continually".

Swearing, tippling, gambling, etc.,

were strictly prohibited.8
88
8
7
The strong religious sentiment of the period and of
the trustees was shown by the general rules regarding public
worship.

The students were obliged to "attend public worship

of God on the Sabbath, forenoon and afternoon" (North Yarmouth
and Gorham) and were required to be present at prayer in the
morning and evening of school days, Saturday evening excepted.
Prayer,, reading the Scripture, and study of the Bible were
cq
common requirements of the day.
The course of study was broad "including such languages,
arts, and sciences, as the trustees might direct".

As one

peruses in detail the courses offered by Canaan, Hallowell, and
Fryeburg Academies, there is no doubt but that "the trustees
directed wisely and well for a broad liberal education".78

87Chadbourne: op. cit., p. 99.
68Ibid., p. 102.
--69Ibid., pp. 100-104.
70Ibid., p. 111.
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The course offered at Canaan Academy in 1814 is a
good example.

At that time the Academy announced that the

"following branches of education will be taught, viz., English,
Reading, Writing, Composition, and English Grammar, the Greek
and Latin languages, Mathematics Comprehending Arithmetic,
Euclid’s Elements, Plane and Spherical Trignometrey (sic),
Gauging, Land Surveying, Navigation Algebra, and Geography with
the use of Globes".7!
It is difficult to make comparisons of tuition, which
was small ranging from six shillings per quarter in Fryeburg in
1792 to 20 cents per week in Hampden in 1821.

7?

The influence of the academy was wholesome.

"The

patrons of the school were much interested in the exhibitions
given by the pupils and the social life of the town centered
around the academy, because the people had all shared in the
building of the school by their contributions, sometimes large,
and small,---

They [the academieiE^f became educational centers

in their respective communities and broadened the life of that
great class that could never hope to go to college; while on the
other hand, they were college fitting schools.7
*
1

71

,xChadbourne: p£. cit., p. 98.
7sIbid., p. 98.
g5Ibid., p. 112. (Dexter - History of Education in U. S.. p. 92.)
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To complete the picture of the academies in 1820
several advertisements have been selected from the newspapers
of that day.
Buckfield Academy74*
The Public are respectfully informed, that Buckfield
Academy will be opened on Monday, the 17th day of April inst.
under the instruction of Mr. James Barker of Harvard University,
where all the branches of education will be taught, to qualify
youth for admission into colleges, and all other branches of
English education, usually taught in seminaries of the like kind.
The price of tuition, will be $2.50 per quarter and
25 cents per week for a shorter period.
Wm. Bridgeham
) Committee for arrangements of
Stephen Philps
)
the Trustees
Thomas R. Waterman)
Buckfield, April 14 , 1820.

75
Farmington Academy
The public are informed, that the Farmington Academy,
is now opened for the reception of students, under the instruction
of an able and experienced teacher, who proposes to instruct
scholars, in the French language, in addition to the several
branches usually taught in such schools.
By order of the board of Trustees.
March 31.
S. Prescott Sec’y.

Young Ladies1 Academy7^
Miss Grant, acknowledges with gratitude, the liberal
patronage of her friends in Kennebunk, and hopes by a due
attention to the improvement and morals of her scholars, to

74Eastern Argus, Portland, Me., April 25, 1820, Vol. XVII, No.
868, p. 3.
r°Hallowell Gazette, Hallowell, Me., April 14, 1819, Vol. VI,
No. 15, p. 4.
7^Weekly Visitor, Kennebunk, Me., April 25, 1818, Vol. IX, No. 40,
p. 3.
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merit a continuance of their favours.
The school will commence on Monday, May the 30th, for
tuition in Reading, Writing, Grammar, Orthography, Geography,
Drawing, Painting, Embroidery, Print-Work, Fillegree (sic),
Tambour, Plain-Sewing, Marking, Working Muslin, etc., $3 per
quarter.
Kennebunk, April 24, 1818.
77

Limerick Academy
The second term of Limerick Academy, will commence on
Monday, 13th of December instant, where all the branches usually
taught in one common academy, will be promptly and faithfully
attended to.
Limerick - 6th Dec. 1819.
Jona H. Ohesley, Preceptor

Monmouth Academy
Monmouth Academy will be opened to receive students,
the second Monday in June next, under the care of an able and
accomplished Instructor. The pleasant situation of the Academy,
and the low price of Board and Tuition, presents an inviting
prospect to those who may wish to possess themselves of an
education at a moderate expense.
. Monmouth, April 29, 1820. Per order: James Cochran,Secy

Maine Charity School
(Bangor Theological Seminary)
The modern Bangor Theological Seminary was called the
Maine Charity School in 1820, the name not being changed until
the last quarter of the nineteenth century.^

It was at first7
9
8

77Eastern Argus, Portland, Me., December 21, 1819, Vol. XVII,
No. 850, p. 1.
78Ibid., May 9, 1820, Vol. XVII, No.870, p. 3.
79Clark:
0£. cit., p. 22.
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temporarily located at Hampden and was opened in 1816.

At a

trustees meeting in 1819 to decide the permanent location, bids
80
offered by various towns along the Penobscot, were examined.
Bangor {8916
Oastine {7644
Brewer $8468
Hampden $7751
Bucksport $6200
A glance at them shows that Bangor offered the highest
bid.

As a result only one ballot with eight votes was cast and

all were for Bangor.

"It was therefore declared to be the

unanimous vote of the board that the Maine Charity School be
permanently located in Bangor, and it was understood that the
land offered by Mr. Davenport be secured and conveyed to the
Trustees of the Institution or an equivalent, the land being
estimated at $1500.1,81
The removal, in all probability, took place during
the late summer or early fall of the year 1819.

Between that

date and the acquirement of the land from M f . Davenport, and
the erection of the seminary’s own buildings thereon, temporary
quarters were found.

80

Clark:

ojd.

"The Professors lived each in his own8
1
0

cit., p. 57. (In the subscriptions from Hampden,
the subscribers promised that the amounts subscribed for
should be paid in money, grain, cheese, butter, beef,
pork, West India goods, clothing for the scholars, as
might be most convenient to the subscribers, p. 67.)
81Ibid., p. 57.
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hired house, and the students studied and boarded as they had
82
at Hampden, in private .families.”
”For a time they met for recitations and worshiped in
the Old Court House”, where the members of the First Congregational
Church worshiped.

The old Court House was later enlarged and

made the city hall, and now is the armory on Court Street.

Later

rooms were rented for the use of the seminary in a brick building
owned by Mr. Alexander Savage, standing on the corner of Main and
Water Streets, the site now being occupied by the Masonic Hall.

83

The Board of Trustees and officers of the school in
1820 was as follows:8
84
3
8
2
President,
Rev. Mighel (sic) Blood
Vice President, Rev. David Thurston
Cor. Secretary, Rev. Kiah Bailey
Rec. Secretary, Rev. Harvey Loomis
Treasurer,
Eleashib Adams, Esq.
Rev. John Sawyer, Rev. Jonathan Fisher, Rev. Daniel Mitchell,
Hon. Ammi R. Mitchell, Hon. Samuel E. Dutton, Thomas Adams,
Rev. J. W. Ellingwood, Daniel Pike.
Professor of Theology, Rev. John Smith, A.M.
Professor of Class Lit., Rev. Bancroft Fowler, A.M.
December 27, 1821, at a meeting of the Trustees it was
voted that a committee consisting of Messrs. Dutton, Pike, and
Blood, termed the Committee for Agricultural Improvement "be
hereby requested and authorized to erect a building, two stories

82Clark: •
. op. cit., p. 63.
83Ibid., p. 63.
84Maine Register (1820V. p. 135.
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high, not exceeding thirty by forty feet in area, with a cellar,
on the land granted us by Mr. Davenport".

However, the above

mentioned building was delayed until 1824 by lack of funds.85
The financial situation of the school at this time
is most interestingly revealed in one of the earliest known
publications issued by the trustees.

It was called a statement

of the "Receipts at the Treasury of the Theological Seminary
at Bangor from September 1822 to November 1823", and had appended
to it an appeal from the Treasurer Daniel Pike "to the patrons
of the Theological Seminary".

The receipts consisted of clothing

and other articles, as well as money.
alone filled two pages.

The list of clothing

Most of the articles were the gifts of

women, and generally came from within the state.

In all,

nineteen places reaching from Bethel and Bridgton on the west,
to Prospect and Sullivan on the east, furnished contributions.
The articles furnished were chiefly knitted wear, but the entire
wardrobe for men was represented.

There were fifty-nine pairs

of stockings, six pairs of mittens, eight pairs of drawers,
thirteen shirts, a pair of suspenders, four vests, material for
two more vests, five cravats, one handkerchief, fifteen yards of
"fulled cloth" for making up into outer garments, four yards of

85Clark:

0 £.

cit., p. 64.
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flannel, and one pair of blankets.

86

The list of donations in money filled thirteen pages.
Not only was Maine represented but also New Hampshire, Vermont,
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and one large gift of $200 came
from a "Society of Females" in Charleston, South Carolina.

Most

of the gifts came from individuals, but there were also some frcm
churches, from "Charity Boxes", from "Female Societies", and
from a "Female Retrenching Society".

Collections made by "Cent

Societies" and at'"Monthly Concerts of Prayer" appeared on the
list.

There were "the avails of fields" and in one case "the

avails of sheep for one year".

There were donations from a

"Young Men's Society", a "Female Theological Society", and even
one contribution from a student at Andover Theological Seminary.
The amounts varied from 20 cents, given by each of two sisters,
and 30 cents, given by each of two men, to the above donation
from South Carolina of $200.

Professor Smith, the new professor

of theology, gave $100.
In two or three instances societies of women were formed
for the explicit purpose of working for the school.

One hundred

dollars was donated by a "Sewing Society of Ladies" in Bangor.
"This association of ladies meets once a week for the purpose of
making such articles as are sent in and the avails of their work
are devoted to the School."

86Clark: •
. op. cit.. p. 67.

This society paid $100 annually for8
6
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six years, which made it evident that the women of Bangor were
making good their pledge to bring about the establishment of
the school in their midst.
was $3143.56.

The total amount of money donations

This was a surprisingly large sum for those times,

and considering the methods by which it was collected.

The

largest amount from any one place was from Bangor, $458.33;
the next largest from Boston, $328; the third from South
R7
Carolina; and the fourth from Kachias, Maine.
In 1821 in order to raise money the trustees entered
into an agreement with Moses G-reenleaf, Maine's first maker of
maps, to take over the plates of his large map of the state, and
sell copies of it, either plain or colored, on commission.

The

treasurer, Mr. Pike, carried on a considerable business in the
sale of these maps, yet the project did not warrant the trustees
OQ

engaging in any other similar commercial venture.
One notes with interest the salaries of those days.
The professor of theology received a salary of $700 a year,
"should he think that sum necessary for his support".

The

professor of classical literature received $800 a year, and $100
89
for moving expenses from Windsor, Vermont.

87
'Olark: p£. cit., pp. 68-69.8
88Ibid., pp. 69-70.
" i b i d . , p.

72.
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In 1820 by-laws were adopted which set forth the
relation of the professors to their pupils.

"It shall be the

duties of the Professors to see that the laws enacted by the
Trustees are executed; also to watch over the students with
paternal care; inform their minds; use means to refine their
manners; maintain with them friendly and Christian intercourse;
examine into their spiritual concerns; and advise to such
measures as shall be calculated to prepare them for usefulness
in the gospel ministry."

Q f)

After the year ending in August, 1819, the trustees
voted that "the conditions of admission into freshman class
(except when age or other circumstances shall forbid) shall be,
that the candidate, in addition to a thorough acquaintance with
the Latin and Greek Grammar, and a good knowledge of common
arithmetic, shall be able to read and parse, with ease and
correctiness, the four first books of Virgil's Aeneid, the four
Orations of Cicero against Cataline and the four Evangelists
in Greek",

These were quite an advance over the conditions

prescribed for the previous years, and were substantially the
requirements for entrance to college at that time.

Tuition for

young men of good moral character, not purposing to enter the
ministry, was $16 a year.91

on. cit., p. 75.

91lbfdk; p. 76.
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In addition to their usual duties the students were
required to attend public worship on the Sabbath, in places
designated by the professors.

Each student was expected "to

perform dayly (sic) (except on the Sabbath) as much exercise
as is equal to two hours labor".

Also it was expected of "every

student, to whom God .has given suitable talents, to improve in
the art of singing".

In addition all the students were engaged

more or less in religious work, for which there was abundant
opportunity.^2
There were three vacations, the first was four weeks
from the last Wednesday in August; the second, six weeks from
the first Wednesday in January; the third, two weeks from the
first Wednesday in May.
The course of the school was for four years, termed
as now, after college custom, Freshman, Sophomore, Junior,
and Senior,

The first year’s studies were the English, Latin,

and Greek languages, geography, composition, and arithmetic.
For the second year the studies were, the languages, geography,
composition, the higher branches of mathmatics, rhetoric, logic,
and natural philosophy.

The third and fourth years contained

more theological studies such as, natural philosophy, civil and
ecclesiastical history, moral philosophy, metaphysics, theology,

^Clark: 0£. cit., p. 77.
95Maine Register (1830). p. 135.
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composition and delivery of sermons, and pastoral duties.
There was one rule of interest concerning the use of
the library, since it authorized the professors ”to withhold
from the students any book which in their opinion is of a
dangerous tendency”,9
98
*
6
5
9
4
The first class graduated from the school August 2,
1820 numbered six.

The men listed in Bangor^ first contribution

to the Christian ministry were:

Nathaniel Chapman, Ira Dunning,

Abraham Jackson, Elijah Jones, Thomas Simpson, and Samuel Stone.
Two others, Moses Welch and Timothy Wilcox, had been connected
with the class, but were not graduated.

Of these eight men, one

only was born in Maine; one each in Vermont, Massachusetts,
qg
Connecticut, and New York, and three in New Hampshire.
Colleges9''*
In 1820 there were two colleges in Maine, namely,
Bowdoin and the Maine Literary and Theological Institution.98
This was a good average for a state the size of Maine in
population, for not all were scholars even in 1820.
Neal Dow gives one good reason for this.

Perhaps

In 1820 Neal Dow,

94Clark: op . cit., p. 78.
95Ibid., p. 80.
96Ibid., p. 86.
9?The medical school is taken up in Chapter XI, on Medicine and
Doctors.
"Clark: op . cit., p. 9.
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Yale College ------------ From Commencement, 6 weeks - From the last
Wednesday in December, 3 weeks - From the
f ir s t Wednesday in May, 3 weeks.
Burlington College — From Commencement, 4 weeks - From Wednesday
nearest the 15th of December, 6 weeks From Wednesday nearest the 28th of A pril,
2 weeks.
Dartmouth College ---- From Commencement 4\ weeks.- From the fir s t
Monday in January, eight and a half weeks.
These are the only vacations as established
in 1798.
Providence College — From Commencement, 3 weeks - From the la st
Wednesday in December, eight weeks - From
the 3rd Wednesday in May, two weeks.
Williamstown College- From Commencement, 5 weeks - From the 3rd
Wednesday in January, 3 weeks - From the
f ir s t Wednesday in May, 3 weeks.
Middlebury College — From Commencement, 3 weeks - From the f ir s t
Wednesday in January, 6 weeks - From the
f ir s t Wednesday in May, 3 weeks.
Divinity College ------ From the annual v is ita tio n , the la st
Wednesday in September, 6 weeks - From the
f ir s t Wednesday in May, 6 weeks.
Bowdoin
Bowdoin College at Brunswick was incorporated on June
24, 1794 and in 1820 had the follow ing board o f o ffic e r s , facu lty,
and board of trustees.
Inducted Presidents
1802 Rev. Joseph M'Keen D.D.
1807 Rev. Jesse Appleton D.D.
Board of Trust
Pres. — Ex. o f f .
V. P. — Rev. Hezekiah Packard D.D.
Sec. — Hon. Benjamin Orr
Rev. Thomas Lancaster
Hon. Josiah Stebbins
ii
Elijah Kellogg
Rev. Eliphalet G illet
ii
William Jenks
John Abbot Esq. ex. o f f .
Hon. S. S. Wilde D.D.
Rev. Ichabod Nichols
ii
Prentiss Mellen
S. Longfellow, jun. Esq.
101

-‘•Maine Register (1820). p. 125-127.

J
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Board of Overseers
President — Hon. Jeremiah Bailey
V. P.
— Robert H. Gardiner, Esq.
Secretary — Joseph M’ Keen Esq.
Treasurer — John Abbot, Esq.
Rev. Samuel Eaton
Hon. Jacob Abbot
ii
Rev. John W. Ellingwood
Benjamin Ames
ii
Ebenezer Everett Esq.
George Bradbury
Simon Greenleaf Esq.
11 Matthew Cobb
Benjamin
Hasey Esq.
Richard Cobb A.M.
Hon. Mark L. H ill
Rev. Jonathan Cogswell
Dr. John A. Hyde
Samuel Cony Esq.
Hon.
William King
Levi Cutler Esq.
Dr. Isaac Lincoln
Charles S. Daveis EBq.
Hon. Lothrop Lewis
David Dunlap Esq.
John Merrick Esq.
Robert D. Dunning Esq.
Rev. Elisha Mosely
Rev. Enos M errill
Rev. Reuben Nason
Hon. Ammi R. Mitchell
Hon. Albion K. Parris
Josiah W. Mitchell Esq.
Benjamin Randall
Alford Richardson Esq.
Hon. Woodbury Storer
Edward Russell Esq.
Dr. Enoch S. Tappan
Hon. Peleg Tallman
Charles Vaughn Esq.
Rev. Benjamin Tappan
Hon. Abiel Wood
Joshua Wingate Esq.
Executive Gov' t .o f College
Parker Cleaveland A.M., President
Professor of Math, and Natural Philosophy and Lecturer on Chemistry
and Mineralogy.
Samuel P. Newman A.M.
P rofessor-elect of the Latin and Greek languages
Nehemiah Cleaveland, A.M.
Tutor in the Latin and Greek languages
Alpheus S. Packard, A.M.
Tutor in Geometry, etc.
Asa Cummings, A.B.
Tutor in Metaphysics, etc.
John Abbot, A.M.
Librarian. (The Library contained about 4500 volumes)
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Entrance requirements were very d ifferen t from those
of the present day.^02
Admission into Bowdoin College
Candidates fo r admission into the Freshman Class in
Bowdoin College, at and after September 1820, w ill be examined
in C icero's Select Orations — The B ucolics, Georgies, and
Aeneid of V irgil — Sallust — The Greek Testament — D alzel's
Collectanea Graeca Minora — in writing of Latin — in the
fundamental rules of Arithmetic, and in Cummings Geography.
They must also produce satisfa ctory credentials of a good
moral character.
A ll persons admitted to an advanced standing must pay
six dollars and sixty-seven cents, for every f u l l terms
advancement.

After reading these conditions fo r admission, one
begins to wonder just how many students did pass this imposing
array of requirements.

Light on the matter is found in the
follow ing newspaper n otice. 103
Bowdoin College — We have seen a catalogue of the
present o ffic e r s and students of that respectable and growing
in stitu tio n . The whole number of students is 102, v iz : Seniors
22, Juniors 25, Sophomores 36, Freshmen 19.

Having gained admission to the in stitu tion the student
took courses wherein the follow ing books were used.104

lO^Maine Register (1820). p. 127. (Franklin P ierce, 14th President
of the United States, entered Bowdoin in the year 1820,
at the age of 16. In 1821 Nathaniel Hawthorne came there.
Sprague's Journal, Vol. IX, p. 166.)
lO^Hancock Gazette. B elfa st, Me., November 9, 1820, Vol. I , No. 19,
p. 3.
1Q4:Maine Register (1820). p. 127.
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Sallu st , Horace — Livy — Excerpta Latina — Collectanea
Graeca Majora — Murray's English Grammar — Cumming's Geography
— B la ir 's Rhetoric — Hedge's Logic — P la y fa ir's Euclid —
Webber's Mathmatics — E n field's Natural Philosophy — Henry's
Chemistry — Cleaveland's Mineralogy — P rie s tle y 's Lectures on
History — Paley's Evidence of Christianity — Paley's Natural
Philosophy — B utler's Analogy — Locke on the Human Understanding,
Burlemaqui on Natural and P o lit ic Law, and Stewart on the
Philosophy of the human mind. Attention is also paid to various
compositions in English, Latin, and Greek.

Evidently, from the follow ing notice the subject of
board was a bone of contention at Bowdoin in 1820. 105
Bowdoin College
Mr. Douglas — It has long been a subject of regret
with the friends of Bowdoin College, that the price of board at
Brunswick should be higher, than at most other places, where
public lite ra ry in stitu tion s are established. There is even
reason to fear that the number of students has been, in some
degree, diminished by th is circumstance.
It is therefore, important to make known, through the
medium of your paper, that most of those fa m ilies, in which the
students board, have consented to reduce their charges fo r board,
to one dollar and seventy-five cents a week.
A Friend to the College.

Nevertheless, with a ll the tr ia ls and trib u la tion s,
course of study, tu itio n , board, students sometimes completed
their courses, as is seen from the follow ing n otice of the
Commencement in 1820.106

1Q5Eastern Argus, Portland, Me., August 15, 1820, Vol. XVII,
No* 896, p # 3*
106
Ib id . , September 12, 1820, Vol. XVIII, No. 900, p. 2.
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Order o f Exercises
At Bowdoin College, fo r Commencement, Sept. 6, 1820
SalutatoryDissertation
Dissertation
Dissertation
Dissertation

1.
2.

3.
4.
5.

Oration
Discussion

6.

7.

8

.

9.

10.

11.

12.

Poem
Discussion
D isquisition
D isquisition
Valedictory

Oration in Latin
The Dangers of Innovation
The Dutch Character
The Education of the Poet
The Character and Writ
ings o f Algernon Sidney

William Jewett Farley
Caleb Fessenden Page
Samuel M orrill
Thomas Treadwell Stone
Samuel Bradley
William McDougall

The In tellectu a l Powers
of Pascal
Jacob Abbott
Perverted Genius
Joshua Warren Hathaway
Imaginary Disorders, Incident to the Student
Improvements in Agricul
ture (Jed Cobb)
Theodore Sedgwick Brown
The Old Age of the Scholar Philip Eastman
Oration - The Abuses of
Science & Literature
Josiah Hilton Hobbs

Exercises for Candidates fo r the Degree of Master of Arts
1.
2.

Oration
Valedictory

National Retribution
Oration in Latin
Address by the President

Samuel Johnson A.B.
Charles Packard A.B

The Degree of Bachelor of Arts was conferred on the
twelve young gentlemen above named.
The Degree of Master o f Arts was conferred on Rodney Gore
Dennis, Samuel Johnson, James M’ Keen, Joseph G. Moody, and Charles
Packard, Alumni and on Jeremiah Okins and Daniel Goodenow, alumni
of Dartmouth University.
The Honorary Degree of Master o f Arts was conferred on
the Hon. Daniel Cony and Frederic Allen, Reuel Williams, Jonathan
D. Weston, and John H. Sheppard, Esquires.
The Degree of Doctor of Laws was conferred on the Hon.
Prentiss Mellen, Chief Justice of Maine.

There were three Societies at Bowdoin in 1820, namely,
the Pucinian, Athenian, and the Benevolent.

The f ir s t two were

lite ra ry s o c ie tie s , but played an important part in both the
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social l i f e and education of the student s T h e

la tter had

for it s object "to assist indigent students of good moral
character and respectable ta len ts".

In 1820 the president was

Rev. Enos M errill, A.M., and the treasurer was John McKeen A.M. 1 OR
The Maine Literary and Theological In stitu tion
(,Colby)
The Maine Literary and Theological In stitu tion was
founded as a result o f the same desire on the part of the Baptists
to bring higher education to the eastern portion of the D istrict
of Maine, which had led the Congregationalists to the establishment
of the Maine Charity S c h o o l . I t was given a charter by the
General Court of Massachusetts in 1813; a th eologica l department
was opened at Waterville in July 1818; and a lite r a r y department
in October 1819.

The name of the in stitu tion was changed to

Waterville College in 1821.110

Although established by the

Baptist denomination it was open to a ll sects and classes.
Its o ffic e r s in 1820 were as fo llo w s :119

197H all, Edward W., History of Higher Education in Maine.
Washington, D. C ., 1903, p. 92.
1Q9Maine Register (1820). p. 128.
109Clark: op . c i t . , p. 9.
110Stetson: op., c i t . . p. 93.
H lW illis , William, A Business Director of the Subscribers to
to the Hew Man of Maine, Portland, Me., 1861, p. 186.
119Maine Register (1820). p. 135.

-8 0 7 -

President of the Board o f Trustees, Rev. Sylvauus Boardman
Secretary, Rev. Otis Briggs
Professor of Theology, Rev. Jeremiah. Ohaplin
Professor of Languages, Rev. Avery Briggs
Vacations, F irst, 3 weeks from the 3d Wednesday in August
Second,8 weeks from the la st Wednesday in December.
Third, 2 weeks from the f i r s t Wednesday in May.
A s p irit of tolera tion was shown by the Maine
Legislature when i t provided that the corporation of the "Maine
Literary and Theological In stitu tion " should have no rule or
by-laws requiring that any member o f the trustees should be of
any particular denomination, and that no student should be
deprived of any of the p rivileges of the in stitu tio n on
theological grounds.
In 1820 the president’ s house and South College were
completed and occupied, and fo r the f ir s t time the infant college
had a home of it s own.

In 1821 i t became W aterville College and

in 1867 became Colby University (sic).^ ^ ^
Literature and Books
In a chapter on education it is well to show the status
of litera tu re and the books people were reading.

After a ll

nothing places a person so d e fin ite ly as the books he reads and
the culture of a society is shown by the litera tu re it produces.1
4
3

113Stetson: 0£. c i t . , p. 93.
114Ib id . , p. 93.
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At the time of the separation from Massachusetts,
Maine's litera tu re was in it s infancy.

It had published few
■j 1 r

works of importance and produced a lim ited number of authors. ^
The fa ct was that "Our litera tu re was hardly born before 1820.
We were obliged to content ourselves with foreign authors; and

volumes of Akenside, B lair, Blackstone, Dr. Brown, Chitty, Pope,
Rogers, and Thomson, bearing the imprint of Portland or Hallowell,
may s t i l l be met w ith".^1® Many books were imported, including
the English cla ssics not published on this side of the A tlantic.

117

However, "new v it a lit y was infused into lite ra ry
118
pursuits".
The legisla tu re passed a law designed to encourage
litera tu re.

It read as fo llo w s .1
119
8
*7
5
1

An Act to encourage Literature and the Useful Arts and
Sciences.
Sect. 1. $3000 to be paid each year fo r seven years to
Bowdoin College in semi-annual payments.
Sect. 2. $1000 granted to Maine Literary and Theological
In stitu tion for seven years to be paid semi-annually.
Sect. 3. One fourth of sums granted to be appropriated
to indigent students.

115W illis, William, "A Descriptive Catalogue of Books and Pamphlets
Relating to the History and S ta tistics of Maine, or
Portions o f it " (1869), H istorical Magazine. March, 1870.
N.S. Vol. VII, No. 3, Morrisania, N. Y ., p. 145.
Williamson, Joseph, "H istorical Review of Literature in Maine",
Collections and Proceedings of the Maine H istorical
S ociety. Portland, Me., 1891, Second Series, Vol. I I , p,12C
117Ib id . , p. 120.
118Ib id . , p. 121.
119Laws of Maine (1820). Chapter XXXI, pp. 45-46.
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Between 1810 and 1820 the most important books
originating or published in Maine were Professor Cleaveland's
Treatise on Mineralogy, Moses Greenleaf's S ta tis tica l View of
Maine, A History of Acadia by Joseph Whipple, portions of which
f ir s t appeared in the Bangor R egister, and Rev. Daniel M e r r ill’ s
Letters to Baptists.
published.

In 1816 the f ir s t work in verse was

It was a poem of more than two thousand lin es in

heroic measure, by Enoch Lincoln, afterwards governor of the
state.

The t i t l e was The V illa g e, being descriptive of Fryeburg,

the v illa g e in which Lincoln liv ed . IPO
Advertisements fo r books were very numerous in the
papers of the period.

These selection s contain what seemed to

be a majority of the important books of the day.
Books & Stationary
np-,
Goodale, Glazier & Co.
Have constantly for sale at their store, in Hallowell,,
a very extensive and general assortment of Books, in a ll the
various branches of litera tu re — a lso, a complete assortment of:
School and Classical Books such as: Webster’ s, P icket’ s,
Pike’ s and Perry's Spelling Books — American Preceptor, Art of
Rea.ding, Young Gentlemen and Ladies' Museum, Columbian Reader,
English Reader, Murray's Introduction to the English Reader,
American Reader, Columbian Orator, Goldsmith's History of
England, Goldsmith's History of Greece, Goldsmith's History of
Rome, Morse's, P a rish 's, and Cummings Geographies, P erry's,
Walkers, and Ainsworth's D ictionaries, Kinne's, Walch's, P ike's
S tan iford 's, Adam's and Welch's Arithmetics, Murray's large and
small Grammars, Murray's Exercises, Murray's Key, Pope's Essay
on Man.1
1 po

x^wCollections of Maine H istorical Society:
Vol. I I , p. 121.
•*-^Maine Farmers' Almanack (1820) ,p. 48.

on. c i t ., Series I I ,
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Adams' Latin Grammar, Liber Primus, V irg il, Sallust,
and Horace Delphini Greek Grammars, Testaments, and Lexicons,
F lin t's and Gummer's Surveying together with nearly every Book
used in Schools, Academies, and Colleges.
Family B ibles, Pocket and School B ib les, Testaments,
Watts’ Psalms and Hymns, Smith and Jones Psalms and Hymns,
Springer’ s Psalms and Hymns etc.

Books & Stationary122*1
4
2
Ezekiel Goodale
Has Constantly fo r Sale at His Store in Hallowell
An extensive and general assortment of Books, in a ll
the various branches of Literature, also a complete assortment
of School Books — nearly every a r tic le in the Stationary lin e
— a great variety of spectacles, suitable fo r a ll ages. Blank
account books of every description. A very large and elegant
assortment of family B ibles, at prices from §3 to $18 each.
Portland Bookstore, No. 2 Merchants’ Row, Middle Street
Dr. Watt’ s Scripture History
English Synonomy
Staniford’ s P ractical Arithmetic
T yler's Elements o f General History
B utler's Compend of History
Whelpley’ s Lectures on Ancient & Modern History
Worcester's Universal Gazetteer, 2 v o ls, 8 vo.
Songs o f the Temple, 7th Edition
Quarto Bibles

1O'!

Just Received and fo r Sale at the 1 P4Portland Bookstore, No. 2, Merchant's Row, Middle Street
By Joseph Johnson
Otho, a new Tragedy by John Neal
Dryden’ s V irg il
Homer’ s Head (s ic ) and Oddysey (s ic ) (4 v o ls .)

122Maine Farmers’
125Eastern Argus.
865, p.
124Ib id . , January

Almanack (1821), p. 46.
Portland, Me., April 4, 1820, Vol. XVII, No.
1.
18, 1820, Vol. XVII, No. 854, p. 1.

!
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Cowper's Homer.
4 Vols.
Goldsmith's Animated Nature:
Battle o f Niagara, A Poem by John Neal
Also just received
The 5th Edition of the Northern Harmony
Also
The Christian D isciple fo r Sept. & Oct.
just published and for sale
The Maine Register and United States Calendar
for the Year 1820.

Books — Cheap^
Ladd & M orrill
Have for sa le, on the most reasonable terms fo r cash
or approved cre d it, the follow in g, among many other Miscellaneous
and School Books, also a small assortment of Blanks, Blank Books
and Stationary.
Travels in Russia and Sweden, by Robert K. Porter.
Travels in Poland and Russia in 1815, by Joseph Johnston A.M.—
Travels at Home — Spanish America — Dubois' India — Latrobe's
A frica — Humbolt’ s Spain — L ife of Benjamin West — Weems Life
of Washington — L ife of Gen. Moreau — Memoirs of Rob Roy —
Life of Mrs. Mason — L ife of Mrs. Cooper — L ife of Miss Anthony
— Life o f Cowper — L ife of Spencer.
Religious World Displayed, 3 v o ls .; Christian Morals;
Moore's Essay on St. Paul; Trimmer's Sermons; V illage Sermons;
Literary V isitor; History of Boston; History of the la te war;
History of New England; Western Gazetteer; W orcester's American
Gazetteer; Brook's Gazetteer, Harriet Newell; Charlotte Temple;
The Hive; Musical Repertory; Lady of the Lake; M ilton’ s Works,
Bible and the Jews; Werter and Charlotte; P ilgrim 's Progress;
Bunyan's Holy War; P ractical Education by Miss Edgeworth's
Manners, a Novel; Pleasures; Emma, a Novel; Moore's Lalla Rook;
Ladies Library; Town O fficer; C lerk's Magazine; C ivil O ffice r,
etc.
For Schools
Bibles and Testaments; Walkers, P erry 's, and Johnson's
Dictionary; Murray's Grammar at 12-|, 25 and 75 cents; Stanifords
and Bingham's Grammar; Morse and Parish’ s Geography, Cumming’ s
and Adam's Geography with an Atlass ( s i c ) ; Cumming's f i r s t

^-^Hancock Gazette. B elfa st, Me., November 9, 1820, Vol. I ,
No. 19, p. 3.
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Lessons in Geography and Astronomy; Murray's Reader and Introduc
tion; S cott's Lessons; Art of Reading; American Selection;
Columbian Orator; Columbian Reader; P erry 's, Webster' s , P ike's
and New York Spelling Book; S tan iford 's, Walsh's, Adam's, Kenney’ s
Arithmetic, etc, etc.
Map of Maine, last ed ition , with or without R ollers.
Village Harmony, 16th Edition.
Also — A great variety of useful and entertaining Books fo r
Children.
N.B. Wanted 1000 bushels of Flaxseed and 20 M. Oak
Hhd. Staves.

Ladd & M orrill126
Have for sale at Boston P rices, and fo r which Castine
B ills w ill be taken at par.
Quarto Family Bibles — containing 25 elegant Maps
and Plates, and Concordance from $3.50 to $25.
School Bibles & Testaments.
Watts' and Belknap's Psalms and Hymns.
Hymns by Mr. Springer.
Morse's, P a rish 's, Adam's, and Cummin g 's Geography.
Walsh's, Staniford's and Kenney's Arithmetic.
Scott s ' Lessons; English Reader; Art of Reading, e t c .,
e t c ., comprising a complete assortment of School Books.
Also
Life of Washington - L ife of Napoleon - History o f the
Late War - Elements of War - M ilitia Instructor, etc.

Educational S ocieties
It is well to mention the leading so cie tie s of the
time devoted to educational purposes.

They were The Maine

Education Society, The Maine H istorical Society, The Society for
Theological Education in Maine, and the Maine Peace Society.

^ ^ Hancock Gazette. B elfast, Me., August 10, 1820, Vol. I , No. 6,
p . 3.
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The Maine Education Society had it s annual meeting at
Brunswick on the day succeeding commencement at Bowdoin College.
Its l i s t of o ffic e r s was as follow s. 127
Pres. ------------------Vice Presidents — Rev. Edward Payson and Hon. A. K. Parris
S e c . -------------------- Rev. Benj . Tappan
Treasurer------------ Levi Cutler Esq.
D ir e c t o r s ------------ Hon. Ammi R. M itchell, Rev. Asa Rand,
Rev. Jonathan Cogswell, Rev. John W.
Ellingwood, Rev. Eliphalet G ille t,
Robert H. Gardiner, Esq.
The Maine H istorical Society was incorporated by an
act passed by the Maine leg isla tu re in 1822.

Its f ir s t o ffic e r s

President -------------------------------- Albion K. Parris
CorrespondingSecretary ------------- Edward Russell
Recording Secretary ---------------- Benjamin Hasey
Treasurer -------------------------------- Prentiss Mellen
Librarian and CabinetKeeper — Edward Payson
The Society fo r Theological Education in Maine met
every year on the second Wednesday in October.

Here is it s l i s t

of o f f i c e r s .1
129
8
1
7
2
President ------------ Gen. Henry Sewall
Sec. ------------------------ Rev. David Thurston
T r e a s .---------------------Hon. Ammi R. M itchell
Since many people think peace to be a llie d with
education, i t does not seem unreasonable to give the o ffic e r s of

127Maine Register (182$, p. 143.
128Sprague: op. c i t . , Vol. I I , p. 257.
129Maine Register (1820). p. 135.
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the Maine Peace Society in 1820.130
President — ------------ Hon.Samuel Freeman
V. Pres. ----- ------------ Hon.Matthew Cobb
Treasurer — ------------ Stephen Longfellow, j r . Esq.
Corres. Sec. -----------Sirnon Greenleaf Esq.
Record. Sec. ----------- Charles S. Daveis Esq.
Trustees, Rev. Ichabod Nichols, Rev. Edward Payson,
Hon. Prentiss Mellen, Levi Cutler Esq.

13QMaine Register (1820). p. 143.
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CHAPTER IX
MUSIC
The period from 1820 to 1835 covers p ra ctica lly the
entire existence of the Beethoven Society and may he described
as the reconstruction period in American music.^
began to be taken in relation to B ritish music.

A saner view
The best of

the English psalm tunes were restored to the hymn books, and
the majority of the poorer numbers that had been substituted
during the time that America was at war with England were omitted
p
as the new editions appeared.
This was a period during which much
progress was made in Maine, and was especially notable for the
creation and development of a taste fo r cla s s ica l music among the
common people of the state.
improved.

Music in the churches was greatly

By the study of the works o f the great masters, which

the musical societies sponsored, there was developed a desire
among the people for better and richer harmonies.1
4
*3
However, there were various attitudes of the people at
that time towards music.

On one occasion a certain man offered

to lead the singing in case the church would refund him $25.00,
which he said he had expended in Boston for education.

Another

1Edwards, George T., Music and Musicians o f Maine, Portland, Me.,
1928, p. 68.
2I b id ., p. 68.
3Ib id . , p. 68.
4Ib id . , p. 68.
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time a deliquent member, when urged to return to his church
duties, refused to do so "unless the church pledge themselves
not to use the meeting house fo r any other than religiou s worship
and turn out the present choir of singers from their seats".
Perhaps he was not to be blamed when one rea lizes that the
fa vorite anthems of the choir were "Before Jehovah’ s Awful
Throne", "Sound the Loud Timbrel", and "Fly Like a Youthful Hart
or Roe".

The playing of "Worldly Fiddles" in the House of God

met with much opposition in nearly a ll places, including East
Thomaston (Rockland).

"The v io lin is t at the Methodist church

received an anonymous le tte r requesting him to stop playing the
fid d le th e r e ."5
Nevertheless in 1820 music was on a decidedly upward
trend, fo r musical centers were developing, music schools were
being advertised, and socie ties were being founded.
standing musical centers at this time were:

The out

Winthrop, East

Thomaston (Rockland), B elfast, Gorham, New Gloucester, Cumberland,
Freeport, Brunswick, Augusta, Portland, and Bath.

g

These w ill be

taken up in the order mentioned excepting Portland and Bath which
w ill come under the Beethoven and Handel S ocieties.

5Edwards: op. c i t . , p. 64.
6Ib id . , pp. 58-65.

.
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Winthrop was one of the earliest towns in Maine where
people took a deep in terest in music.

A prominent v oca list there

was John Stanley who was born in A ttleboro, Massachusetts, in
1771, and came to Winthrop in 1817.

Another well-known name

was George W. Fairbanks, who was born in Winthrop in 1803.

He

was a leading teacher of singing schools in his day and was for
many years the leader of the church choir in Wayne.

He married

a lady who was g ifte d musically and their home became the musical
center of the v illa g e .

Thus one sees that not only did Winthrop
7
a ttra ct, but she also produced, men of musical a b ility .
"There is perhaps no c it y in Maine more musical than

Rockland jthen East ThomastonJ nor one of it s size where musical
voices in greater number are to be found."

g

The impetus for this

statement hearkens back to the time when Maine became a state.
It was then that the birthplace and cradle of Rockland’ s (East
Thomaston) early music, namely, The Old Brick Church, was b u ilt.
Nancy Sleeper in her "Music of Rockland", a valuable manuscript
h istory, says "It had high pews with doors and a gallery a ll
around including one fo r the ch oir, this being the f i r s t choir in
the v ic in it y .

There were fifte e n or twenty singers, and the

only instrument was a bass v io l played by John Spofford, who

7Edwards: op. c i t . , p. 65.
8I b i d . , p. 64.
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owned the f i r s t one here.

The singers met at the homes of the

members and learned some church tunes but there were no regular
rehearsals.

Mr. Ed. Hovey was leader.

Among the singers were

Harvey Spear, Elkanah Spear, Simeon Partridge, Richard Smith,
Tileston Healey, Margaret Watson, Alma Partridge, Mary Oroner,
g
Angelica Branton, and Harriet Spofford".
Thus Rockland was
started on the right path.
The old meeting house in Belfast (F irst Unitarian
Church), was noted fo r it s music from the time that Colonel
James W. Webster was connected with it s ch oir.

The good people

of Belfast always found time for the development of music in
their ch oirs.
them.

Many "superior and distinguished singers" graced

Among the fa v orite music used was "Watts C ollection with

Sacred Poetry selected by the Rev. Jeremy Belknap, D.D."

Belfast

had another favorite type of music found in the old subscription
dances which were started in 1808, wherein music was furnished by
a single musician.

On down to 1820 Academy Hall was used for this

purpose, and Major Jack Douglass furnished the music for many
years.10
Music was popular in Gorham. Everyone wanted to belong
^
Acto the choir whether they could sing or not, hence there was a
lack of space.

Some of these applicants were too a ristocra tic to

^Edwards: ojd. c i t . , p. 64.
10Ib id ., pp. 60-61.
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sing in the choir, and some not s u ffic ie n tly so.

Finally as a

result two separate singing so cie tie s were organized.

One of

these was called the Handel Society, the other the Haydn.

The

Handel Society was called the "ou ts", since the Haydn Society
succeeded in getting possession o f the singers seats.

Finally

the Handels in order to have a place to sing started a subscrip
tion l i s t for a Free Meeting House.

Before the year was out

(1821) the Free Meeting House was completed on a donated lo t .
Needless to say the Handels occupied the singers' seats.
"Methodist, U niversalist, and Baptist preachers expounded from
the p u lp it, and the Handels sang for them a l l , a rare occurrence
fo r those days when creed, dogmas, and intolerance predominated." 11
Music was progressing in New Gloucester, as can be
seen from the fa ct that the "Philo Harmonic Society" was being

,12

organized.

The town of Cumberland may well be said to have been a
musical center at this time.

The "Philo Harmonic Society" had

been established and was assistin g at concerts and public
functions.

11Edwards: ojd. c i t . , p. 59.
12Ib ld . , p. 62.
15Ib id . , p. 61.
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In 1820 musical interest was growing in Freeport
regardless of the opposition of the churches, who were exceed
ingly slow in overcoming their prejudices against instrumental
music in places of worship.

It had even been voted to exclude

musical instruments, especially the bass viol,from church worship. ^
The same was true at Brunswick where in 1821 an attempt
was made to introduce a bass v io l into the meeting house.

One of

the in flu en tia l members said that he would not "hear a fid d le in
God’ s house", so that ended that.

Yet in a short time the Haydn

Society and the Mozart Society were founded fo r the "cu ltiva tion
of musical tastes and the social in tercou rse".
At this time music was also coming to occupy an important
place in some of the homes in Augusta.

In 1822 concerts were

given in Augusta at which Mr. and Mrs. O stin elli played.

These

were the only concerts o f their kind given at Augusta fo r 35 years.
*

Mr. O stin elli was born and educated in Ita ly and also studied at
a conserva.tory in Paris.

At that time it was said that he was

without a peer in America as an orchestra leader and v io lin is t .
Musical interest continued to grow, as is to be seen from the
fact that Mr. Holland opened up a school "for the improvement of
psalmody on a new system".

14Edwards: ojd. c i t . , p. 60.
15I b i d . , pp. 60 and 62.

He created a great interest in music,
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which led to the purchase of the f i r s t organ in town.

This

instrument was made in England and cost $5530, which was
16
raised by popular subscription.
Schools for instruction in music and the a llie d arts
were opened in many towns of the state during the early years
of Maine's statehood.

In Brunswick in 1821, L. Ohamprosay

opened a dancing academy at Stoddard's Hall.

In 1826 Miss Brown

of Boston started a school for musical instruction in the same
town.

Special attention was paid to students of the harp and

piano.

In 1825 Luke Hastings opened to the public his school

for instruction in vocal music.

James D. Hay organist at the

Second Parish Church in Portland announced in September, 1821
that he "teaches pianoforte and organ" and is "likewise opening
a school fo r those desirous of learning that pleasing and
fashionable instrument the German lu te ".

Cyrus White advertised

his singing school in the Portland papers of the winter of 1823.
It read "fo r the instruction of young lads and misses in church
music on Wednesday and Saturday of each week at the First Baptist
Meeting House".

In March 1823, Miss E. C. K ertells announced her

intention to teach music with other studies at her boarding school

I16Edwards:
r/

op. c i t . , pp. 58-59.

'I b id ., p. 65. (Contemporary newspaper n otices are to be found
in chapters on education and social l i f e . )
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in Portland.

Mr. R. Claggett from Dartmouth in the winters of

1825 and 1826 opened a school for advanced singers in Beethoven
Hall, Portland, and would give lessons to beginners in a
separate school.
lessons.

His terms were three dollars for twenty-five

He later announced himself as proprietor o f the singing

school at Dr. HcLellans.

Women came in for th eir share of

instruction for in February, 1826 Miss Murray advertised to give
instruction in music at her school fo r young la d ies, to be opened
on Pleasant Street in that c it y .

Very lib e ra l terms were offered

by H. Jackson, who opened a school in Portland in 1826 fo r the
purpose of giving lessons in sacred music.

The terms were two

dollars fo r twenty-four two-hour lessons.

As time went on more

and more schools were opened with a greater variety in the program
1o
of in struction.
A number of co lle ctio n s o f psalm tunes, singing books,
and other musical works was published by Maine publishers or
compiled by persons liv in g in Maine during the f ir s t ten yeans of
Maine’ s existence as a state.

Some of the ea rlier ones w ill be

c it e d .19
One of the outstanding of these was "The Wesleyan
Harmony" "or a compilation of choice tunes fo r public worship;
adapted to the various metres in the Methodist hymn book now in
Edwards: op. c i t . , pp. 65-66.
19I b id ., p. 66.
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use; with a table of the particular metres, hymns, and the
names of the tunes annexed, in which they may be sung.

Designed

for the Methodist S ocieties, but proper fo r a ll denominations’1,
by Henry L ittle of Bucksport, Maine.

There was no date on the

t i t l e page but a second edition, enlarged and improved, was
printed by Goodale, Glazier and Company of Hallowell in 1821.“'
"Psalms, Hymns, and Scriptural Songs ---- selected for
the use of the united churches of Christ, commonly called Free
Will B aptists, and fo r saints of a ll denominations", was published
by John Buzzell, minister of the gospel at Kennebunk and printed
Pi
by James K. Remick in 1823.
In 1828 appeared the "Gospel Hymn Book", "The Flute
In structor", and "The V iolin In stru ctor". 22
Among the hymn tunes of th is period there were several
that enjoyed the d istin ction of being named fo r Maine towns.

They

were Sweetsir's "Cumberland", Carey's "O tis fie ld ", Holden's "H ollis"
Swan's "Poland", B. Sawyer's "Norway", W. Paine's "W ells", and
B. T a lb ot's, "Pownal".23

PO
•^Edwards:
21Ib id . , p.
22I b id ., p.
23I b id ., p.

o p . c i t . , p. 66.
66.
67.
68.
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Here is the advertisement for a leading music c o lle c \

tion . 24

Hallowell C ollection of Sacred Music
Published and fo r sale by E. Goodale and S. K. Gilman
price $7.50 per dozen, 75 cents sin gle; printed on fin e paper
and new type.
After a long advertisement there comes the follow ing
r ecomraendat i on.
We the subscribers have perused "The Hallowell
C ollection of Sacred Music" and most ch eerfu lly recommend it
as a volume containing a rich variety of excellent tunes,
ju diciou sly selected and arranged; well calculated to improve
the musical taste of our country, and aid the devotional exercises
of our churches.
John Merrick,
President
Prentis Mellen, V. President
John Abbot,
V. President
Of the Handel Society o f Music
Also fo r Sale
"Temple Harmony", "Northern Harmony", "V illage Harmony"

The follow ing is an advertisement which is found in
most of the newspapers of th is period. 25
/
Euterneiad, or Musical In telligen cer
Devoted to the d iffu sion of Musical Information ---the Euterpeiad — the intention and design o f which is , to o ffe r 2
*
4
24

American Advocate and Kennebec Advertiser, Hallowell, Me.,
December 25, 1819, Vol. X, No. 50, p. 3.
Maine Farmers1 Almanack (1820), p . 46.
35Eastern Argus. Portland, Me., April 19, 1820, Vol. XVII, No. 867,
p. 3.
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to the Musical L ite ra ti, a P eriodical Record, or Depot of
whatever relates to the Science or Faculty of Music. The
Euterpeiad w ill embrace every a r tic le any ways interesting
to , or connected with the science, by ca refu lly compiling
and co lla tin g — a b r ie f History of Music from the ea rliest
ages — cherish a c la s s ic a l taste — watch the progress of
the art — excite the emulation of genius — record the
transactions of so cie tie s — examine and im partially review
new musical works — stimulate professional gentlemen to
explore new tracts in the region of science — furnish
biographical memoirs of musical men — correspondence,
anecdotes, le tte rs in stru ctive and interesting upon every
branch of the musical science -----To be published once a week. Price $2.50 per year.
.06 l /4 cents per copy, starting on April 1. Every third or
fourth number w ill contain a fashionable song, a ir, march,
waltz, or dance, arranged for the pianoforte.

One of the best signs of the growing interest in music
was the establishment of musical so cie tie s.

The Beethoven

Musical Society in Portland, was the f i r s t musical society in
26
America to bear the name o f the great composer.
In 1819 there
was no other musical organization in Maine.

This pioneer in

the f ie l d was not le g a lly incorporated u n til by a special act of
the legisla tu re January 1st, 1824, but already a so lid nucleus
had been formed around which was to be b u ilt the music of
Portland and of Maine.28

The Beethoven Society was very important

since from it s ashes sprang the Portland Sacred Music Society.

28Edwards: op. p i t . , p. 43.
27Ib id ., p. 45.
28Ib id . , p. 46.
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From the la tte r came the Haydn Association, from which evolved
the great Maine Festival Chorus, fo r th irty -fou r years (18971931) the ch ief annual musical attraction of the s t a t e .^
The o ffic e r s of the Beethoven Society were as follow s
in 1820.2
30
9
P r e s . ----------------Edward Howe
V. Presidents — Capt. Oliver Everett
William Knott
Sec. & Treas. — Charles Morris
Over half of it s members were of the male se x ,313
2 and
they were leaders in matters other than music.

Edward Howe,

the founder and f ir s t president of the Society, and one of it s
incorporators, was a man of strong character.
and director of the Portland Gas Light Company.
in Merchant's Row.

He was an alderman
His store was

He was a Mason fo r seventy years and there

were but six older Masons in the country at the time of his death
ip
in January, 1877.
John Patten, vice president, later president, and also
one o f the incorporators of the Society, was a member of the
school committee and an innholder. 33

29Edwards: op., c i t . , p. 52.
3QMaine Register (1820), p. 156.
^Edwards: op. c i t . , p. 52.
32I b id ., p. 52.
33Ib id ., p. 52.
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Joseph Pope, a vice president of the Society, was a
notary pu blic, and town clerk .

Also he was an o ffic e r in the
34Cumberland Bank and had a store in Hussey's Row.
Charles Morris, the f i r s t secretary of the Society,

was a member of the school committee, and of the firm of
Morris and Haines. 35
Hosea I ls le y , one of the origin al directors of the
Society was very prominent in p o l i t i c s , representing Portland in
the leg isla tu re.

Later he became mayor of Chelsea and held many

important o ffic e s under state and federal authority.

He spent

fiv e years revising and copying the colon ial records in
Massachusetts. 36
Ira Berry, was one o f the publishers of the Portland
Daily A dvertiser, a music c r i t i c , and author o f A Sketch o f the
History of the Beethoven Society of Portland.

For many years he
was the Grand Secretary of the Masonic Grand Lodge of Maine. 37
Many of the men were cabinet makers, music teachers,
grocers, cordwainers, t a ilo r s , and business men.

Thus we see

that these early Maine singers were not professional musicians,
but for the most part were plain working fo lk s , mechanics, and

^Edwards:
35Ib id . , p.
5-6Ib id . , p.
37 Ib id . , p.

op,, c i t . , p. 53.
53.
53.
54.
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trades people.

Although busy each day at th eir occupations,

they always found time to study and develop a true appreciation
of music. ^
The fir s t meeting place of the Society was at the old
Portland A c a d e m y . I n 1820 a new and more powerful organ was
purchased and placed in the meeting house of the second parish
and was a source of enjoyment to the Beethoven Society.

Before

long the Society moved to a room over the Bank of Portland.

In

this place they sang fo r their f i r s t program "a few pieces of
Sacred Music selected from the works of Handel, Beethoven,
Purday, and others" on the evening of April 26, 1820.
later they gave another con cert.49

Six weeks

In the f a l l of 1820 the

Beethovens again moved into newer and more commodious quarters
in the Academy on Congress S treet.3
*41
9
3
8
In the year 1821 the Society gave concerts on the
42
evenings of February 16, March 9, April 13, and May 4.
Before
going on to describe any of these programs, it is well to bring
to attention, the fa ct that people of this modern generation can
enjoy music which it was impossible for the Beethoven Society to
have at a l l .

By this is meant that in the year 1820, Mendelssohn

was but eleven years old , Johann Strauss but sixteen, R. Schumann
38Edwards:
39I b id ., p.
ffilb id . , p.
41Ib id . , p.
4Jib id . , p.

op. c i t . , p. 57.
43.
46.
46.
46.

-2 2 9 -

but ten, Franz Liszt but nine, Flotow but eight, Wagner and
Verdi but seven, and Gounod only two years of age, while Clara
Schumann and Pasdeloup (afterwards a famous Russian conductor),
were s t i l l in the f i r s t year of th eir babyhood.
43
not born u n til 1820.

Jenny Lind was

Nevertheless the Society was well supplied with the
leading music of the day, from the pens of such masters as
Beethoven, Haydn, Handel, and Mozart.

The follow ing is a notice

of what was probably the f i r s t concert of the Beethoven Society
44
of Portland.
The citizen s of Portland are resp ectfu lly informed that
a concert of Sacred Music w ill be given at the Meeting House of
the Second Parish tomorrow evening to commence at half-past seven.
Part I
Strike The Cymbal
---- Pucitta
0, Come Let Us Sing ---- Chappie
Hailstone Chorus from
Isra el in Egypt
---- Handel
By Masters P. & J. Lewis
Child of M ortality ---- J. Bray
Part II
Voluntary by Mr. Lewis
Chorus
---- Mozart
Air
Stevenson
Hallujah (s ic )
---- Handel
Chorus
By Masters P. & J. Lewis
Mount of Olives
--- Beethoven

43Edwards: op. c i t ., pp. 51-52.4
4^ Ib id ., p. 45. (Portland Papers fo r September 7, 1819.)
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Here is a typ ica l notice without the program
in clu d e d .^
The Beethoven Society
Will perform a few pieces of Sacred Music selected
from the works of Handel, Beethoven, Purday, and others, at
their Hall over the Bank of Portland, tomorrow evening — to
commence at half-past seven.
In order to defray the necessary expences (s ic ) of
the Society, they have deemed it expedient to issue a small
number of tick e ts , which may he had at the Bookstores of
Messrs. Joseph Johnson and William Hyde.
April 25
Charles Morris, Sec'y.

The follow ing is a good example of a notice with the
program included. 4.R
°
Concert of Sacred Music
The Public are resp ectfu lly informed that a Concert
of Sacred Music w ill be given by the Beethoven Society at their
Hall in the Academy Building, on Friday evening next, to commence
at half-past 6 o ’ clock .
Order of Performance
Part I
Chorus
—
Chorus
—
Solo & Chorus
Chorus
Chorus
Solo, Duet,
and Chorus

Lovely is the Face of Nature
Then Round the Starry Throne
0 Thou, Whose Power o 'e r
Moving Worlds Preside
Lord, Have Mercy on us, etc.
In Heaven the Rapt' rous
Song Began
Child o f M ortality, V/hence
Dost Thou Come

— Ey Haydn
— G. F. Handel
— Whitaker
— W. A. Mozart
— Whitaker
— John Bray

45Eastern Argus. Portland, Me., April 25, 1820, Vol. XVII, No.
868, p. 3.
^ Portland Gazette, Portland, Me., January 9, 1821, Vol. XXIII,
No. 33, p. 3.

I
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Part II
Anthem
Solo & Trio
Chorus

— —

—

Chorus
Chorus
Solo & Chorus
—

—

Give the Lord the Honor, etc.
Fallen is the Throne, 0 Israel
While with Ceaseless Course
the Sun
Glory to God on High
The Saffron Tints o f Morn
Hark! The Vesper Hymn is
Stealing

— Kent
—

— Webber
— Mozart
— Mozart
— Russian Air

The Beethoven Society of Portland is at present hut
an infant in stitu tio n . They have already incurred considerable
expense in fit t in g up th eir h all fo r meetings, and performances.
Being fu lly sensible that public encouragement is necessary for
the l i f e of any society , they propose granting tick ets of
admission to their public performances at 25 cents each to enable
them in part to meet their necessary expenses. Tickets to be had
at the Bookstores of Messrs. Wm. Hyde and Jos. Johnson.
Jan. 9.
Charles Morris, Sec’ y.

The Beethoven Musical Society of Portland was not the
only organization of the kind in the state in 1820 for the Handel
Society of Bath was organized soon after the Beethoven Society
came into being (1819).

In 1821 it s o ffic e r s were Dr. Benjamin

D. B a rtlett, President; William Sewall, Vice P res.; Rufus Buck,
Secretary. 47
To get members to meetings the Handel Society inserted
such n otices as this in the newspapers. 48

47
* Edwards: op. c i t ., p. 61.
48Maine Gazette, Bath , Me., February
2 , 1821, V ol. I, No. 9,
p. 3.
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Handel Society
An adjourned meeting of the Handel Society takes place
on Sunday evening next at Wyman’ s Hall, at half-past 6 o ’ clock ,
p recisely . A punctual attendance is requested.
The follow ing is a lead-up notice to a concert. 49
The members of the Handel Society are reminded that a
rehearsal w ill take place on Sabbath evening next, at half-past
six o ’ clock p recisely , at Concert H all, preparatory to th eir
next concert. A punctual and general attendance is requested
Per Order — R. Buck, Sec’ y.
N.B. Honorary members are invited to attend the
rehearsals and assist at the concert.

Here is the program of the concert fo r which the Handel
Society was so earnestly preparing. BO
Concert
The Handel Society w ill give a Concert of Sacred Music,
at Concert Hall, on Wednesday evening next, 21st in st.
Order of Performance
Then Round the Starry Throne
Chorus to Haydn’ s Creation
There’ s Nothing True but Heaven
Air — ’’The Turf Shall be my Fragrant
Shrine"
Give the Lord the Honor

---- Handel
---- Haydn
---- 0. Shaw
---- Stevenson
---- Kent

Part II
Sound an Alarm
Air — "Fair Truth Like Thine"
Lord’ s Prayer
Thou Who Lov'st the Desert Wild
Blow the Trumpet

----------------

Handel
0. Shaw
Denman
Mozart
T. Purday

^ Maine Gazette, Bath, Me., March 2, 1821, V ol. I , No. 13, p. 3.
50I b id ., March 16, 1821, Vol. I , No. 15, p. 3.
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Tickets at 50 cents, to admit a gentleman and lady,
to be had at Mr. Hyde’ s Bookstore. Concert to commence precisely
at seven o ’ clock.
March 16.
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CHAPTER X
MEDICINE AND DOCTORS
The needs of Maine in a medical way and also the status
of her medicine were shown in a speech by Dr. Bartlett of Bath
before the annual meeting of the Maine Medical Society.
were c h ie fly :

They

a better anatomical law, “Anatomy should be wisely

and broadly taught as a foundation fo r medicine"; a medical
lending lib ra ry for society members so as to increase medical
knowledge; the funds to be raised; and a standard examination
fo r new doctors entering the p ro fe ssio n .1

His theme was the

"Monstrous quackery o f the day a ll over Maine".

Doctor B artlett

argued that medical education and, above a l l , examinations for
fitn e ss were indispensable.

No lawyer could argue at the bar

unless examined, likewise no physician should be allowed to
2
practice without an examination to determine his s k ill.
One can not help but fe e l lik e seconding Dr. B a rtle tt’ s
argument when one reads of John G. Lambright, a German doctor,
"ignorant and unprincipled, but possessed of some shrewdness",
who came to Warren, about 1819,®. He is a good example of the
typ ica l quack physician of his time.

"By marvelous stories of

•^•Spalding, James A., Maine Physicians of 1820, Lewiston, Me., 1928.
p. 35.
*I b id . , p. 35.
^Eaton, Cyrus, Annals o f the Town of Warren with the Early History
of St. George's Broad Bay, and Neighboring Settlements
on the Waldo Patent, Hallowell, Me., 1851, pp. 334-335.
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his own great cures, and the consequent persecution he had
incurred from the regular physicians; by the gravity with which
he inspected urine instead of fe e lin g of the pulse, and the
oracular manner in which he pronounced one complaint to be a
maggot in the spinal marrow, another a hair accidentally twisted
around the neck of the bladder, and a third, an injury in the
spleen from a f a l l on the ice some th irty years before; by the
display of his medical lib ra ry, consisting of a number of odd
volumes of English and German novels, h is to r ie s , and tra vels; and
the marvellous powers he la id claim to , of stopping blood at any
distance from the patien t, of arresting a musket b a ll in it s
flig h t , and transferring pain from one person to another ------;
by these, together with some real cures effected in part by means
of the vapor bath, the use of which he f ir s t introduced to the
place, he so wrought upon the imaginations o f the a fflic t e d and
their frien d s, that his house was soon f i l l e d with a multitude of
impotent fo lk , impatiently waiting their turn to be healed of
diseases which had hitherto b a ffled the powers o f medical s k il l."
The results are easily shown, fo r between January and May, 1820,
seven deaths occurred at his house, including those of some
already pronounced cured.
Another typical case was at Bloomfield (now part of
Skowhegan), which at one time had more quack doctors than any
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other place of it s size in Maine.

Among them was a certain

Dr. Stavard, who u tiliz e d the o i l of rattlesnakes for deafness,
and the grease sizzled out of dead ca ts, for the shingles and
a llie d skin diseases.

4

Well might Dr. B artlett plead for a better and broader
medical education.

The way the young men of th is period learned

how to become doctors was as follow s.

A leading doctor would

choose his young men, and take them, to the actual bedside of his
patients, where he would teach them, to diagnose; how to act in
a sick-room; how and when to bleed; how to apply a p ou ltice, a
p la ster, or a bandage; and how to treat a fractu re.

Upon return

ing from these trip s the students would be handed various books
with accounts of the diseases which they had just seen.

Then they

would compare and d iffe re n tia te between the books and the patients
After a few questions the student would go into the apothecary
department of the d o cto r's o ffic e and f i l l out prescriptions,
compound and divide powders, and compound, r o l l out, and divide
p ills .

Those things were taught from spring u n til the next winter

Then the student, i f he had any money, would attend a course of
lectures given at a medical school.

After two years of study

and even a single course of lectu res, many such students would

^Spalding:

ojd.

c i t ., p. 42.
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have obtained enough s e lf-re lia n c e to go out into the world to
practice.

The school of experience provided the foundation and

most of the superstructure of a medical education in 1820.8 A
knowledge of drugs, ob stetrics and fevers provided the three
cornerstones to a d o cto r's p ra ctice.
Most of the legitim ate physicians of that period were
members of the Massachusetts Medical Society.

When Maine became

a state they were anxious to have a Maine society founded, hence
the follow ing n otice.

7

NOTICE
Those physicians, who were Members o f the Massachusetts
Medical Society, at the time Maine became a separate state, are
requested to meet at Massachusetts Hall, in Brunswick, on
Wednesday, the 6th o f September next, at 5 o 'c lo c k P.M. fo r the
purpose of organizing a Medical Society, for the State of Maine.
Joseph Gilman
Ammi R. M itchell
Timothy L itt le
Samuel Weed
John M errill

)
^Censors for the D istrict of Maine
) at the time of Separation from
) Massachusetts.
;

The Maine men who were members of the Massachusetts
Medical Society and were promoting the establishment of a Maine
society were as fo llo w s .8

5Spalding: op. c i t . , pp. 44-45.
6I b id ., p. 56.
^Eastern Argus. Portland, Me., August 29, 1820, Vol. XVII, No. 898,
^Maine Register (1820), pp. 124-125. (Those with a dash before
their names were Counsellors for 1820.)
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Moses Adams
—
Joseph Allen
—
-Moses Appleton
—
Samuel Ayer M.D.
—
Alvan Bacon
David Bacon
—
Royal Brewster
—
-Benjamin Brown
—
Edmund Buxt on
—
Daniel Clark
Daniel Coney
—
Joel R. E llis
Samuel Emerson M.D.—
Dudley Folsom
-Joseph Gi liman
—
Jonathan Page
—
James Parker
Richard C. Shannon —
Isachar Snell
—
-John Stockbridge
—

Ellsworth
Bucksport
Waterville
Portland
Scarboro
Buxton
Buxton
Waldoboro
Warren
N.Yarmouth
Augusta
Augusta
Kennebunk
Gorham
Wells
Brunswick
Gardiner
Saco
Winthrop
Bath

Oliver Griswold
-A biel Hall
Abiel Hall, jun.
-Gad Hitchcock
Joseph Huse
—
John A. Hyde
David Jones
-Isaac Lincoln
-A rie l Mann
-John M errill
Isaac M illiken
-Ammi R. M itchell
Jotham Moulton
Jonathan Osgood
—
Benjamin Page
Enoch S. Tappan
P h illip E. TheoboldCharles Trafton
Samuel Weed
—

—

—

—

—

—

—
—
—

— —
—

—
—

—

—

—

Fryeburg
Alfred
1!
N.Yarmouth
Camden
Freeport
N.Yarmouth
Topsham
Hallowell
Portland
Townsend
N.Yarmouth
Bucksport
Gardiner
Hallowell
Augusta
Wiscasset
S. Berwick
Portland

We learn the result of that f ir s t meeting from a news9
paper n otice.
It was voted "that it is expedient that a Medical
Society be formed in the State of Maine".

It was also voted to

p etition the leg isla tu re at the next session, that the Society
be incorporated and also to make the necessary arrangements with
the Massachusetts Medical Society.
Dr. Samuel Emerson of Kennebunk is ca lled the founder
of the Society.

It was he who had inserted the f i r s t notice in

the Eastern Argus.

The f ir s t meeting was in 1820 and the Society

was incorporated in 1 8 2 1 .^
^Hancock Gazette, B elfast, Me., October 5, 1820, Vol. I, No. 14,
p. 1.
10Spalding: on. c i t . , p. 5.
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The fir s t board of o ffic e r s had as President, Dr.
Nathaniel Coffin of Portland; as Vice President, Dr. Jonathan
Page of Brunswick; and as Secretary and Treasurer, Dr. Samuel
Ayer of Portland.11
Meetings were held from 1820 to the dissolution in
1845.

"One of the ch ief d iffic u lt ie s may have been too much

jo v ia lit y on the part o f some of the members.

As for the habits

of physicians of that era, I note that on one occasion in another
society, one hundred members present disposed of 42 b o ttle s of
cla re t, 23 of Madeira, 41 of cid e r, and 11 gallons of lemonade
flavored with more or less rum."

Another fa ctor preventing

regular attendance was the bad roads.

Many times physicians were

obliged to spend two entire days on the road from Berwick, Augusta,
or Thomaston to Brunswick and back.^^

However, when possible they
would respond to a n otice such as th is. 14
Notice
The members of the Maine Medical Society are n o tifie d
that a meeting of said society w ill be holden at Patten’ s Hotel
in Portland at three of the clock in the afternoon on Tuesday,
the thirteenth day of March, instant.
Jonathan Page
Portland, Mar. 12, 1821.
Daniel Rose

^Spalding:

op.. c i t . , p. 5.

1^Ibid., p. 5.

13I b id ., p. 5.
^^Portland Gazette, Portland, Me., March 12, 1821, Vol. XXIII,
No. 49, p. 3.

On September 2, 1823 the fo llo w in g o f f i c e r s were

elected.
Luther Cary
Ariel Mann
Isachar Snell

— President
James McKeen
— Corres.Sec.
— 1st Vice Pres. Benjamin D. B artlett — Rec. Sec.
— 2d Vice Pres. Jonathan Page
— Treasurer
and Librarian
Board of Censors
Ariel Mann
Timothy Lincoln
Isachar Snell
Samuel Emerson
Isaac Lincoln
Benjamin D. B artlett
Abiel Hall
In 1820 the Society contained a ll of the leading

physicians of Maine, and they ar e included in the follow ing l i s t .
A b rie f sketch has been made of the more important ones, follow ing
the l i s t .
Moses Adams
Samuel Adams
Moses Appleton
Moses Ayer
Samuel Ayer
Alvan Bacon
David Bacon
Moses Baker
Jeremiah Barker
Benjamin D.Bartlett
James Bates
Elihu Baxter
Isaac Bernard
Silas Blake
James Bowens
James Bradbury
Benjamin Bradford
Royal Brewster
Benjamin Brown

Ellsworth
Bath
Winslow-Waterville
Norway-Sangerville
Portland-Eastport
Scarboro
Buxton
Nobleboro
Gorham-Portland
Bath
Hallowell-Norridgewock-Yarmouth
Portland-Gorham-Orono-Al na-Wayne
Thomaston-Union
B olster’ s M ills
Bloomfield
Parsonsfield
Livermore
Buxton
Bristol-Waldoborough 1
6
5

15Sprague: 0p . c i t . , Vol. I I , p. 257.
16Ib id . , pp. 10-176.
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Eleazer Burbank
Edmund Buxton
Robert Carr
Timothy Carter
Luther Cary
Benjamin Chandler

1793-1867
1770-1828
1783-1852
1768-1845
1763-1848
1782-1827

Seth Chandler
Daniel Clark
James Cochrane
Nathaniel C offin ,Jr.
Daniel Cony
Isaiah Cushing
Ezekiel G. Dodge
O. E. Durgin
Joel R. E llis
Samuel Emerson
Caleb Emery
Samuel Farnsworth,Jr.
Dudley Folsom
Ehisha Jones Ford
Leander Gage
Joseph Gilman
James S. Goodwin
Oliver Griswold
John Grover
Enoch Hale, Jr.
Abiel Hall
Abiel H all, Jr.
Jeremiah Hall
Micajah C. Hawkes
Richard Hazeltine
Gad H itchcock,Jr.
Cornelius Holland
John Hubbard,Jr.
Silas Holman
Uriel Huntington
Joseph Huse
John A. Hyde
David Jones
Asaph Kittredge
Isaac Lincoln
Timothy L ittle
Nathaniel Low
A riel Mann

1767-1839
1777-1850
1744-1830
1752-1842
1795-1879
1788-1831
1791-1842
1769-1836
1787-1858
1791-1842
1772-1847
1793-1884
1777-1833
1783-1866
1790-1848
1769-1829
1787-1869
1785-1863
1774-1836
1788-1837
1783-1870
1759-1838
1799-1860
1796-1847
1771-1857
1793-1868
1780-1868
1776-1849
1792-1883
1777-1828

Poland-Yarmouth
Warren
Minot
Bethel
Turner
New Gloucester-Hebron-Livermore
Paris
Minot
Portland-Thomaston
Limerick-Monmouth-Rockland
Portland
Hallowell-August a
Thomaston
Thomaston
Portland-De ering
Augusta
Kennebunk
E llio t
Bridgton
Gorham
Gardiner-Alna-Jefferson
Waterford
Wells
Saco-S.Berwick-Portland
Fryeburg
Bethel
Gardiner
Alfred
Alfred
Wells
Eastport
North Berwick
North Yarmouth
Livermore-Rumford Point
Readfield
Hallowell
Bowdoinham
Camden
Freeport
North Yarmouth
North Paris-Paris
Topsham-Brunswick
New Gloucester-Portland
Portland-S.Berwick
Hallowell

Moses Mason,Jr.
James McKeen
John M errill
Ammi Ruhamah Mitchell
H ollis Monroe
Jotham Moulton
Josiah Myrick
David Neal
Amos Nourse
John S. Osborn
Amos Osgood
Benjamin Page,Jr.
Jonathan Page
James Parker
Jacob Patch
William Payson
Lafayette Perkins
Ebenezer Poole
Aaron Porter
Josiah Prescott
Caleb Rea
Albus Rea
Hosea Rich
Daniel Rose
Richard C. Shannon
Samuel Small
Isachar Snell
Lawrence Sprague
Joseph L. Stevens
John Stockbridge
Moses Sweatt
William Sweatt
Enoch Tappan
Jacob Tewksbury
Stephen Thayer
Ernst F.P.Theobald
Philip Ernst Theobald
Frederick P. Theobald
Charles Trafton
Benjamin Vaughan
Samuel ’Weed
Elias Weld

Bethel
Topsham
Portland
North Yarmouth
Belfast
Bucksport
New Castle
Pittston-Gardiner
Bath
Belfast
North Yarmouth
Hallowell
Brunswick
Gardiner
Camden
Fair Haven
Weld - Farmington
Andover-Belfast-Castine
Saco-Portland
Livermore-Belfast-Farmington
Windham
Portland
Bangor
Augusta-Thomaston
Pepperrellborough
Kennebunkport-Kennebunk
Hallowell-Winthrop-Augusta
Castine
Bath
Parsonsfield
H ollis
Augusta
Oxford
Waterville-Vassalboro-ChinaF a irfield
Waldoborough
Wiseasset
Farmingdale-Gardiner
North and South Berwick
Hallowell
Portland
Hallowell
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Dr. Moses Appleton had much of his practice "based on
barter, which was typ ica l of the period.

"He gave his services,

his medicines, and his time; he got his pay in boots and shoes,
or in firewood, or in winter provisions of salted meats.

He

died in 1849 — and in dying l e f t behind him a name, long famous
in the Medical History of the D istrict and of the State of Maine."171
9
8
Dr. Samuel Ayer was the f i r s t secretary of the Maine
Medical Society.

He was born in Concord, New Hampshire, graduated

from Dartmouth in the class of 1807, came to Portland in 1811 and
stayed u n til 1822 when he moved to Eastport.

He was a very active

and outstanding doctor. °
Dr. Alvan Bacon practiced in Scarboro at a time when
travel was a laborious occupation.

In those days his practice

extended southerly into Pepperrellborough (now Saco and Biddeford),
eastward to Falmouth (Portland), and into the back country westward
to Buxton and the Salmon Falls of the Saco River.

This large

/

tract of country was scantily settled and interspersed with in
su fficie n t roads and b rid le paths.
a judge as well as a physician. 19

17 Spalding:

op. p it.., pp. 24-26.
18I b id ., pp. 11-15.
19I b id ., pp. 27-29.

Dr. Bacon had a reputation as
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Dr. Jeremiah Barker was a leading physician of the
time and was prominent from both lite ra ry and medical stand
points. 20
Dr. Benjamin Dixon B artlett was a distinguished
physician.

He practiced f ir s t in Concord, Massachusetts,

moved to Bath, and returned la ter to Cambridge.

21

Dr. James Bradbury was noted for being a good teacher
of young men studying medicine. 22
Dr. Timothy Carter was "the handsomest of a ll our
Founders, and personally a man whom no one could meet without
feelin g a strange admiration, combined with respect for his
23
commanding, stately person ality".
Dr. Nathaniel Coffin was a distinguished son of a
celebrated father and was one of the outstanding physicians and
surgeons in New England. 24
Dr. Daniel Cony occupied an honored position as a
25
p o litic ia n and judge, as well as a physician.
Dr. Samuel Emerson settled in Kennebunk in 1790 and
spent the rest of his "long and busy l i f e there".

^Spalding:
21I b id ., pp.
22I b id ., pp.
25Ib id . , pp.
24I b id ., pp.
25I b id ., pp.

op. c i t . , pp. 31-33.
34-36.
44-45.
54-56.
8-10.
60-64.

He was a
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leader and "the most versa tile man in town".

He led the v illa g e

band, started a socia l lib ra ry , contributed to the Village
V isitor, and in his old age was chairman of a Whig Convention.
He was vice president of the York County Medical Society, attended
the f ir s t meeting for the foundation of the Maine Medical Society,
PA
and was unanimously elected chairman.
Dr. Samuel Farnsworth, J r . was a very charming man and
highly considered as a physician.

Farnsworth Hall at Bridgton

Academy was named a fter h im.^7
Dr. Enoch Hale, J r . was far above the average physician.
He was famous for his curious chemical experiments, and numerous
medical papers.2®
Dr. Micaj ah Collins Hawkes performed about a ll of the
surgery in the eastern part of the state.
famous case of Lowell vs. Faxon and Hawkes.

He was involved in the
29

Dr. Richard Hazeltine was well known as a medical writer
and p ra ctition er.

He was the only physician from Maine ever
chosen as orator for the Massachusetts Medical Society.2
930
8
7
6

26Spalding:
27I b id ., pp.
28I b id ., pp.
29Ib id . , pp.
3QIb id . , pp.

op . c i t . , pp. 6-8.
73-75.
86-88.
89-91;
91-93.
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Dr. John Hubbard, J r. was a good practitioner and an
eminent founder of the Maine Medical Society.

He was known as

the "Separator", due to his strenuous e ffo rts in favor of separa..
31
tion.
Dr. Cornelius Holland was a good p o lit ic ia n , a sound
•Zp
adviser, and a capable ob stetrician . ^
Dr. Silas Holman was an excellent philanthrophist and
physician, as well as an outstanding temperance reformer.

rt'z

Dr. John Angier Hyde was a p r o lific speaker and debater
at medical meetings.
Dr. Ariel Mann held a high p osition in medicine, surgery,
and citizen sh ip .

He was second v ice president of the Maine Medical

Society, and "one of the very ablest medical men of a ll time in
Maine". 3
353
*4
1
7
6
Dr, James McKeen was professor of ob stetrics at
Bowdoin.33

M itch ell

Dr. Ammi Ruhamah*was a public speaker and leader as well
37
as a fir s t -r a t e physician and surgeon.

31

Sprague: op., c it.., pp. 97-99.
32lb id ., pp. 94-96.
33I b id ., pp. 96-97.
34Ib id . t pp. 101-102.
33I b id ., pp. 109-111.
36Ib id . t pp. 113-115.
37 Ib id . , pp. 117-119.
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Dr. Amos Nourse was eminent in medical and surgical
pra ctice, and later in p o l i t i c s . ^
Dr. Jonathan Page was born in Conway, New Hampshire
and came to Brunswick at the age of 18.

He held many p o lit ic a l

o ffic e s and later in l i f e was more of a p o litic ia n than a medical
p ra ctition er, which was not unusual at this period, for many
physicians were the ablest men in the community.

He shared

largely in building up the Maine Medical Society and was a good
c itiz e n , a clever physician, and a relia b le representative. 39
Dr. Daniel Rose was an able p o litic ia n and prison
reformer. ^
Dr. Burleigh Smart was "one o f the most capable of the
41
founders o f the Maine Medical S ociety".
Dr. Joseph Lowe Stevens had a good reputation as a
physician and surgeon.42
Dr. William Sweatt was well sk illed in medicine and
surgery. 4-3
44
Dr. Elias Weld was famous for his old "white chaise". 3
*
2

32Sprague: op . c i t . , pp. 125-126.
33I b id ., pp. 10-11.
4QIb id . , pp. 146-149.
41Ib id . , pp. 153-154.
42I b id ., pp. 157-158.
43I b id ., pp. 161-162.
44Ib id . , p. 176.
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Doctor1s advertisements were found quite frequently
45
in the newspapers. A typical one has been selected.
Doctor HcKeen
Having established himself at Topsham, in the practice
of Physic and Surgery, offe rs his professional services to a ll
who may employ him in that v ic in ity . He may be found at his room
over Mr. Jonathan Baker's store, or at Mr. Humphrey Purrington's
House.
Topsham
Sept. 23, 1820.

There was a crying need in 1820 for a medical school.
Agitation was started, interest was aroused, and as a result one
finds among the laws of 1820 the follow ing: 4-6
An Act to Establish a Medical School in This State
There be and hereby is established under the con trol,
superintendence and direction of the President, and Trustees, and
Overseers of Bowdoin College, a Medical School for the instruction
of students in Medicine, Anatomy, Surgery, Chemistry, Mineralogy,
and Botany. $1500 was granted for apparatus, books, etc.
With the start of the school, n otices such as the
follow ing were common.47
Medical Lectures
At Bowdoin College
The Medical Lectures at Bowdoin College, w ill commence
on the 15th of February, 1821, 00 on Anatomy and Surgery, by
NATHAN SMITH, M.D. — on Chemistry and Materia Medica by P.
Cleveland, A.M. — and on the Theory and P ractice of Physic, by
N. Smith, M.D.
/ c

*JHaine In te llig e n ce r, Brunswick, Me., Vol. I , No. 1, p. 8.
4gLawB of Malne(l820), p. 34.
4^Hancock Gazette and Penobscot P a trio t, B elfast, Me., December
28, 1820, Vol. I , No. 26, p. 3.
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The professor of Anatomy and Surgery w ill employ in
his demonstrations the valuable and extensive preperations (s ic )
in Anatomy, belonging to Dr. L ittle of New Gloucester.
The fee fo r a tick et of admission to each course of
lectures is fifte e n d olla rs; amounting in the whole to fo rty fiv e d olla rs. In order to obtain the degree o f Doctor of
Medicine, two fu ll courses of the lectures must have been
attended, the last of which must have been at this school.
Gentlemen who contemplate attending the medical lectures are
requested to communicate such intention, i f convenient, to
P. Cleaveland of Brunswick, some time previous to the Commencement
of the lectu res; on account of certain arrangements, which it may
be necessary to make.
N.B. Board may be obtained at Brunswick at a p rice ,
not exceeding one dolla r and seventy-five cents a week.

Thus Dr. B a rtle tt’ s speech was being answered and slowly
but surely b attle was waged against the quacks and patent medicines.
This chapter concludes with the ch ief characteristic of
medicine in 1820, as known by the people themselves, namely,
patent medicines.

The newspapers of the period axe lit e r a lly

f i l l e d with advertisements such as the follow ing:
Dr. Roger's Medicine 48
Just received and for sale at th is o ffic e a fresh
supply of Roger's Vegetable Pulmonic Detergent — for coughs,
cold s, and consumptions, at the reduced price of One Dollar
per Cake.
Sold for Cash only.

^ Weekly V is it o r . Kennebunk, Me., February 21, 1818, Vol. IX,
No. 31, p. 4.
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AO
Just Received and For Sale at the
Portland Book-Store
No. 2 Merchant’ s Row - Middle Street - Portland
By
JOSEPH JOHNSON
The Celebrated
BALM OF QUITO
A medecin (s ic ) unequalled by any in the world for
the cure of cough6, colds, asthmas, consumptions, etc.
Also
MANLY’ S BALSAMIC NERVOUS CORDIAL
Prepared from the Real Arabian BALM OF GILEAD, for
d eb ilita ted con stitu tion s, consumptive, and nervous
complaints — a lso,
Dr. Warner’ s
CELEBRATED PILLS OF HEALTH
excellent for the cure of Dyspepsia, Heartburn, Indigestion,
Gout, Stone and Gravel, B ilious Complaints, e t c ., e t c .,
Also
ARCANUM TINCTURE
or
The Consumptive P atient’ s In fa llib le Restorative
A lib e ra l discount made to those who
purchase to s e ll again.

The follow ing iB an extract from an advertisement which
contained a large and d iv e rsifie d assortment of medicines covering
50
p ra ctica lly every known disease.

49

Eastern Argus, Portland, Me., February 29, 1820, Vol. XVII,
No. 860, p. 3.
60
American Advocate and Kennebec A dvertiser, Hallowell, Me.,
April 29, 1820, Vol. XI, No. 16, p. 4.
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Awproved Family Medicines
Dr. Robertson's — Celebrated Stomach E lix ir of Health.
"
"
— Vegetable Nervous Cordial.
11
11
— Celebrated Gout and Rheumatic Drops.
"
n
— Patent Stomachic B itters.
Mahy's Plaster Cloth
Dr. Dyott' s
— A nti-B ilious P ills
"
"
— Patent Itch Ointment
11
"
— I n fa llib le Toothache Drops.
Circassian Eye Water
Vickers Embrocation.
Since the above invaluable medicines were fir s t
discovered, upwards of seven hundred thousand persons
have experienced th eir happy and salutary e ffe c t,
many of whom from the lowest stage of th eir disorders.
Highly Approved Medicines 51
Prepared by W.T.Conway, Chemist, N o.l, Bumstead Place, Boston, viz.
Dr. R e lfe 's Botanical Drops.
Dr. R e lfe 's Aromatic Female P ills , fo r obstructions, etc.
Dr. R e lfe 's A n ti-b iliou s P i ll s , for Indigestion, Bilious
a ffe ctio n s, etc.
Dr. R e lfe 's Vegetable S pecific (fo r sick headache).
Dr. Jebb's Rheumatic Liniment - Rheumatism of 20 year's
standing has been cured by this in 24 hours.
B ritish antiseptic D en trifice, most excellent for the
teeth and gums.
Dumfries' Ointment, a certain and safe cure for the
Itch , in one hour's application, be i t ever
so inveterate. No danger from taking cold.
Albion Corn Plaster. The r e lie f is immediate, and while
i t dissolves and draws the corn out by the
roots, it causes not the least pain.
Cambrian Toothache P i l l s , the r e l i e f is instantaneous,
without the least injury to the teeth.

^ Maine In te llig e n ce r. Brunswick, Me., November 10, 1820,
Vol. I , No. 8, p. 63.
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Dr. Hunter’ s Celebrated P ills — Dr. Hunter's In jection
Powders and Dr. Hunter's Cerate, for the
prevention and cure of venereal complaints
with perfect secrecy. A trea tise, explaining
symptoms, and method of cure accompany each
Packet.
Pamphlets of many extra-ordinary cures, may be had of
the Agents, g ra tis.
N.B. None of the above are genuine, unless signed
"W.T.CONWAY". A large discount to Country Physicians, Traders,
etc. The above Medicines may be had of most Druggists, Book
s e lle rs of resp ecta b ility ; also by most Postmasters, throughout
the Union. None are genuine, unless signed by W. T. Conway.

Wheaton's Itch Ointment
This celebrated medicine is generally known to the
inhabitants of the United States and West-Indies. Suffice it
to say, fo r a speedy, safe, and pleasant remedy, from the aged
to the in fan t, at a ll times, and in a ll conditions, and stages
o f that tormenting disorder, it is not equalled by any ever
offered to the pu blic.
ALSO
Dr. Davenport's B ilious P ills
For the short time these P ills have been offered to
the Public, they have been much esteemed and approved o f. The
proprietors o f the P ills are not insensible of the m u ltip licity
of medicine already offered to the public for the complaints for
which these P ills are designed; therefore, to attempt a long
ep istle in the recommendation of them would be useless. A ll
those, therefore, that are troubled with complaints, such as
b ilio u s fevers, pains in the head, stomach, and bowels, indi
gestion, worms, cholick (s ic ) dizzin ess, loss of appetite, e t c .,
are p a rticu la rly s o lic it e d and requested to purchase one box or
even one dose o f the P ills for a t r ia l ------

czp
Hancock Gazette, Belf a s t, Me. , November 23, 1820, Vol. I ,
No. 21, p. 3.
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CHAPTER XI
TRAVEL AND THE MAIL
In 1820 the main modes o f travel were by stage-routes
and post-roads.

Out-of-the-way places usually could not be

S -t& jC ?

reached by state or road, but only on horseback or by water.
There were regular packets running between a ll the leading ports.
Their sailin gs were advertised in the follow ing manner.^
For Boston
The regular packet Sch’ r General Brewer, Rogers,
Master, w ill s a il next week. For freight or passage apply
to the Master.

For New York
The regular packet Sch'r General Green, Alden, Master,
w ill s a il next week. For freight or passage apply to the
Mast e r.
Perriman and Tuttle

For Boston
The regular Packet Sch’ r M iller, Brooks, Master w ill
sa il next week. For freigh t or passage apply to the Master.

In 1822 Captain Seward Porter of Portland placed an
old steam engine in a fla t bottom boat and proceeded to run it
between North Yarmouth and the islands of Casco Bay.

He named

^Eastnort Sentinel, Eastport, Me., July 31, 1819, Vol. I , No. 49,
p. 3.
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this boat "Kennebec", but the people called i t the "Horned Hog” .

p

In August, 1823, the "Kennebec Steam Navigation Company"
was formed.

This company bought the "Patent", and also b u ilt at

Bath a l i t t l e vessel ca lled the "W aterville". ^ The la tte r vessel
commenced running on the river in A pril, 1824.

In 1825, the

"Maine", of about one hundred and fiv e tons, was fit t e d out at
Bath by the same company.

It ran between Bath and Eastport,

ca llin g at Belfast and Castine.4
Boston and Bath.

The "Patent" p lied between

At Bath the "Maine" connected with her and on

the eastward route touched at Townsend, Owl's Head, Camden,
B elfast, Castine, Sedgwick, Cranberry Islands, Lubec, Eastport,
and occasionally at St. John.

The fares were:

from Bath to

Camden $2.00; from Belfast to Eastport $5.00; from Bath to
Eastport $6.00.

The Steamer Eagle, a B ritish boat, was running

between Eastport and St. John, thus completing a coast lin e of
steamers from the Bay of Fundy to the Gulf of Mexico.

g

^Varney, Young P eople's H istory, p. 245.
^Ib id . . p. 245. (In 1825 this boat had the honor of conveying
the great Lafayette who made a short v is it
to Augusta.)
4Ib id . , p. 245.
5
Locke, John L ., Sketches of the History of Camden, Maine, (16051859), H allowell, Me., 1859, p. 153.
e
Varney, Young P e o p le 's H is to ry , p . 245.
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Travel in 1820 "brings to one's mind stage coaches,
country taverns, and mail routes.

Advertisements of stage

lin es frequently appeared in the newspapers.
7
one.

Here is a typical

The New Stage
From Portland to Bath
The subscriber resp ectfu lly informs the public, that
he commenced running a stage, the 1st instant; to start from
Portland every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, at 8 o 'clo ck in
the morning, p recisely and pass through the towns of North
Yarmouth, Freeport, and Brunswick to Bath; leave Mathew's Hotel
in Bath at 8 o 'clo ck on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays,
and return to Portland.
The carriages and horses, are of superior quality and
careful and fa ith fu l drivers w ill be employed. Passengers w ill
be taken up and delivered in any part of the town.
Applications for seats to be made to William B. Peters,
at his Livery Stable.
Extra Baggage and Packages carried on reasonable terms.
Fare, the same as in the Mail Stage.
Portland, Jan. 2, 1821.
William B. Peters

The western stage started from Augusta early enough in
the morning for the passengers to breakfast at Brunswick, dine
at Freeport, and lodge at Portland.

The next day they had

breakfast at Kennebunk, dinner at Portsmouth, and their lodging
at Newburyport.

At two o 'clo ck in the morning they started

again, reaching Salem at daylight and getting into Boston before
noon.

Q

?Maine Gazette, Bath, Me., January 12, 1821, Vol. I , No. 6, p.4.
Q

°Varney, Young P e o p le 's H is to ry , p. 245.
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With a ll the stage routes, bridges were necessaryin some places.

Many interesting b its of information have come

down concerning the way these bridges were b u ilt .

At Foxcroft,

for example, the inhabitants, then numbering le ss than f i f t y
voters, voted to raise $150 in money and $500 in labor for a
bridge across the Piscataquis, and that a man should receive
one d olla r fo r eight hours' labor and a pair of oxen the same.
On March 20, 1820, they voted to raise $500 in labor, and $100
in grain (wheat at eight sh illin g s and rye at one d o lla r ).
Twelve and one-half cents per hour was to be the wage.

Again

March 12, 1821, the town voted $100 to be paid in grain at the
,
9
same p r ic e , making $1350 to build the bridge.
Many times, in order to pay for bridges, the p ractice
of charging t o l l was carried out.

The t o l l on the bridge to be

b u ilt uniting Eastport and Perry was declared by the legisla tu re
to be as fo llo w s :^
For each fo o t passenger or one person passing said
bridge, four cents; one person and horse, twelve cents; single
horse ca rt, sled, or sleigh , eighteen cents; each wheelbarrow,
hand ca rt, and every other vehicle drawn by hand, four cents;
each team, including ca rt, waggon ( s i c ) , sled , or sleigh , drawn
by more than one beast, and not exceeding fou r, th irty cents;
and fo r every additional beast above four, six cents; each single
horse and chaise, ch air, or sulkey, twenty-five cents; each coach,9

9SpragueJ op. c i t ., Vol. V, p. 130.
19Law8 o f Maine (1820), pp. 27-28.
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chariot, phaeton or c u r r ic le , fo r ty cents; neat ca ttle and
horses, exclusive of the rode on, or in carriages, or in teams,
six cents each; sheep and swine, one cent each; the same t o l l
to be paid for loaded carriages as i f not loaded, driver free
from t o l l . Persons on m ilitary duty with th eir baggage, free
of t o l l .
All wheels, the rims of which shall be not less than
six inches wide, and drawn by one or more beasts, shall have a
right to pass and repass said bridge free from t o l l for four
years from the time said t o l l shall commence.

Neal Dow in t e llin g of surveying the b it of land that
his father had purchased fo r him, gives some information upon
the contemporary method of tra vel.

The land was near Hodgdon

and Linneus, in Aroostook County.

From Portland to Bangor and

from there to Old Town the way was over established stage routes.
For most o f the distance beyond that he had to depend upon the
Penobscot and Mattawamkeag rivers fo r highways and a bateau for
conveyance.

11

Another mode of tra vel, but very slow, was that employed
by Royal Day in going from Monson, Massachusetts to Monson, Maine,
in 1820.

He made the tr ip with an ox team, and it took four weeks;

including a week's delay caused by sickness.

12

Travelers in 1820 had to "rest content" when Sunday
came, i f they were to obey the follow ing Maine law.

•^Dow: op. c i t . * p. 68.
x<0Sprague: op. c i t . , Vol. I l l , p. 5.

"No traveller.
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drover, waggoner, teamster, or any of their servants shall travel
on the Lord’ s Day or any part thereof (except from necessity or
c h a r ity ).'1 The penalty was not le ss than four dollars and not
greater than six d olla rs and s ix ty -s ix cents. 13 The lim its of
the Lord’ s Day were from midnight preceding and the sun setting
of the same day. ^
The follow ing advertisement is unusually interesting
on account of the completeness o f the information it gives, even
15
including the various fares.
Summer Regulations
of the
Stages
Stage hooks are kept at proper places to accomodate
those who apply for seats.
Those who engage seats w ill please to observe, that i f
the lin e is a continued lin e through the place where they apply,
such passengers as arrive in that lin e and have engaged their
seats further on, w ill have the preference i f they pay in
advanc e .
Trunks, or other baggage of any kind, w ill not be
admitted into the body of the stage so as to incommode the
passengers.
No seats engaged unless the fare is paid at the time
of entering the names.
Mail stage allowed tw enty-five minutes to dinner,
breakfast, or supper.
Fourteen pounds of baggage allowed to a passenger,
g ra tis.

^Laws of Maine (1820), Vol. I , Chapt. IX, Sec. 1, p. 73.
14I b i d ., Sec. 4, p. 74.
•^Portland Gazette, Portland, Me., April 10, 1821, Vol. XXIV,
No. 2, p. 3.
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One hundred, pounds of baggage w ill pay equal to one
seat.

No black person to be admitted inside of the stage.
Six passengers only admitted in the mail stage from
Portland to Portsmouth; and any proprietor or driver that
admits more than six in side, shall be lia b le to pay fiv e dollars
to the company fo r every such deviation.
RATES OF FARE
Fares in the Mail Stage From:
Accomodating Stage Fares From:
Portland to Portsmouth — $4.00
Portsmouth to Portland •
Scarborough - 0.84
”
" Dover -----S a co ------------ 1.25
"
« Berwick Kennebunk---- 2.00
"
" D. Falls D. F a l l s ------ 2.84
"
" Kennebunk
Berwick -------- 3.25
Dover to Berwick ----D over----------- 3.50
Berwick to D. Falls
Y ork ------------ 3.50
D. Falls to Kennebunk -*
Kennebunk to Saco —
Saco to Scarborough Scarborough to Portland
Returning from:
Portland to Portsmouth Dover —
D. Falls
Berwick ___
Way Passengers 6 cents per mile
to commence running April 2,1821.

About 1820 chaises, four wheeled carriages, as well as
public hacks were coming into widespread use.

In Portland in 1820

there were ninety chaises and ten four-wheeled carriages.
For people who did not own any of the fashionable
conveyances above, th is notice was of in terest.

17

■^Willis, William, History o f Portland from i t s First Settlement.
with Notices of the Neighboring Towns, Part I I , (170CP
1855) , Portland. Me., 1855, o. 196.
17Maine In te llig e n ce r, Brunswick, Me., October 20, 1820, Vol. I ,
No. 5, p. 55.
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Notice
John Beals, takes this method to inform the inhabitants
of Brunswick and Topsham, and the public in general, that he has
opened a Libery Stable in Brunswick opposite Mr. Hodgkin’ s Tavern,
where are Horses, and Carriages to l e t , and a stabling fo r horses,
and where also Gentlemen may be conveyed to any place, where they
cannot go by stage.

With the rapid extension of stage lin es between 1810 and
1820,

18

taverns and hotels increased likewise to meet the demand.

One famous old hotel was located at Bowdoinham.
1795 by Isaac Leonard.

It was b u ilt in

In 1819 Joseph Mustard Sr. and Jr. came

from Woolwich and ” swapped" the place with Isaac Leonard.

For

years afterwards Mustard's Tavern was one of the best known
public houses in that part of the country.

Being upon a d irect

stage lin e between Augusta and Portland, it could not help becom
ing prominent.

There i t was that a ll the stages stopped fo r a

change of horses and to secure refreshments fo r the tra velers.
"The b ig yellow coaches dashing along over the roads drawn by four
horses did a large business before the iron horse came into use."
In order to supply fresh horses fo r these coaches there were
always from seventeen to th ir ty -fiv e horses stabled in the old
barn across the road.

Connected with the tavern there were large

fie ld s and gardens in which the vegetables were raised fo r the

■^Varney, Young P e o p le ’ s H is to ry , p. 245.
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table, and the hay and grain for the stock.
Here is an advertisement of a ty p ica l h otel. 20
Old Establishment
Cunningham* s Hotel
The subscriber takes th is method resp ectfu lly to inform
his friends and the p u b lic, especially strangers and sojourners,
that he continues to keep the H otel, at the sign of the Sun, in
B elfast, where his unremitting endeavours Bhall not be wanting
to make his house an agreeable place of resort and entertainment.
Convenient rooms, clean beds, the best viands and liq u ors, the
place a fford s, and w illin g and obedient attendants are constantly
at the service of those ladies and gentlemen, who may please to
honour him as guests.
Thomas Cunningham, Jr.
B elfast, July 13, 1820.

The Mail
About 1820 the main lin e o f post towns extended from
21
Passamaquoddy in Maine to Sunbury in Georgia.
Over th is main
lin e of post towns went the stages carrying the mails from town
to town.

The follow ing is a ch a racteristic notice of the Mail

Stage.22

19Adams, S ilas, The History of the Town of Bowdoinham (1762-1912),
F a irfie ld , Me., 1912, pp. 241-243.
20
Hancock Gazette. B elfa st, Me., July 13, 1820, Vol. I , No. 2,
p. 3.
PI
Earle, A lice Morse, Stage Coach and Tavern Days, New York, N. Y.,
1900, p. 282.
PP
Lincoln Telegraph, Wiscasset, Me., May 11, 1820, Vol. I , No. 3,
p. 3.
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Summer Establishment
Western Stage
Arrival and Departure of the Uails from
Wiscasset
Western Stage leaves Wiscasset every day (except Sunday),
at 8 o 'c lo c k , A.H., and arrives every day (except Saturday), at
half-past 2 o 'clo ck P.M.
Eastern Stage leaves Wiscasset, Sunday, Tuesday, and
Friday, at 3 o 'clo ck P.M. and arrives Monday, Wednesday, and
Saturday at 7 o 'clo ck A.M.
Hay 9th, 1820.

Towns not on the stage routes had to get their mail by
some other methods.

For example, in 1820 no mail could reach

towns on the Androscoggin River, except by the way of Portland
or H allow ell, 23 and not a ll of said towns were reached in that
way.

The inhabitants o f Mount Desert Island and Trenton came
24
to Ellsworth fo r th eir mail.
From a complete table of post o f f ic e s , postmasters, as

well as distances and postage from Portland, I have selected the
fo llo w in g .252
4
3

23Adams:

op. c i t ., p. 246. (As a result the publisher of the
Baptist Herald found i t necessary to establish at his
own expense, a weekly mail route as far as Jay, about
45 miles, passing up the west side o f the river and
down the east. The United States Government two years
la ter assumed the route and continued it as long as
necessary. G riffin , The Press of Maine, p. 74.)
24Sprague: op. c i t ., Vol. XIII, p. 230.
2^Maine Register (1820), pp. 182-187.
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Postage
10
6
10
12
10
12
6
12
12
18
12
10

Distance
38
29
55
136
35
104
27
122
122
153
92
47

Town
Alfred
Arundel
August a
Bangor
Bath
Belfast
Brunswick
Bucksport
Dexter
Ellsworth
Farmington
Fryeburg

Distance
50
53
264
235
100
16
149
193
166
58
44

Postage
10
10
18
18
12
18
6
12
18
18
10
10

Town
Gardiner
Hallowell
Lubec
Machias
Norridgewock
Orono
Saco
Sedgwick
Steuben
Sullivan
Waterford
York

The general rates of postage for 1820 were contained in
this n o t i c e .^

Rate of Postage
fo r every single le t t e r by land

Miles
Cents
Miles
Cents
30
6
400
18£ V
80
10
over 400
25
150
12^
No allowance is made fo r intermediate m ile s ..
Double le tte r s to pay double those rates; t r ip le le tte rs t r ip le
those rates; packets or le tte rs composed of 4 or more pieces of
paper or other a rticle s weighing 1 oz. avoirdupois, quadruple
those rates; and that proportion fo r a ll greater weight. Ship
le t t e r s , 6 cents. Newspapers - not over 100 m iles, 1 cent; over
100 miles 1-g- cents; to any distance in the state where printed
1 cent. Magazines and pamphlets - not over 50 m iles, 1 cent;
i f over 50 and not 100 miles
cents - over 100 miles, 2 cents.

Envelopes did not come into use u n til about 1850,
previous to which the le tte rs were folded in such a way as to

26Maine Farmers1 Almanack (1820), p. 3.
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make their own covers, and then sealed with wax.

27

Portland was the main terminal for the mails.
follow s the winter schedule of the mails from that point.

There
28

Winter Arrangement
Arrivals and Departure of the Mails
Departures

Arrivals
Closes
Southern
Every day
at
6 A.M.
Every day b et. 9 A.M.& 3 A.M. 9 P.M.;,
Hallowell, via Brunswick
Sun.Tues.Wed.& Fri.
6 A.M.
Mon. Wed.Thur. Sat.
7 P.M. 9 P.M.
Wiscasset, via Freeport, Brunswick, Bethel?
Every day except Sat. 6 A.M.
Every day except Sun.
7 P.M. 9 P.M.
Bucksport via, B elfast, Prospect, Castine, Etc.
7 P.M. 9 P.M.
Tuesday & Fri.
6 A.M.
Tues. & Saturday
Robbinston, via Machias, etc.
7 P.M. 9 P.M.;
6 A.M.
Tuesday
Tuesday
Hallowell, via Winthrop, Monmouth, etc.
8 P.M. 9 P.M.
Mon. & Thurs .
6 A.M.
Tues. & Friday
Paris, via Gray, Poland, Hebron, Norway , e t c .
Wed.
8 P.M. 9 P.M.
5 A.M.
Tuesday
Waterford, via Windham, Bridgton, Fryeburg
8 P.M. 9 P.M.
Friday
4 A.M.
Thursday
etc.
Lancaster (N.H.) via Gorham, Fryeburg,
2 P.M. 11 A.M.
Tuesday
12 A.M.
Monday
Alfred v ia Saccarappa, Limerick, etc.
10 A.M. 10 A.M.
Tuesday
11 A.M.
Tuesday
Hallowell, via L itch fie ld , Lisbon, etc.
Tuesday
11 A.M. 1 P.M.
2 P.M.
Tuesday
To conclude, the mail routes in 1820 w ill be shown. 29

?7'Adams: o p. c i t•♦, p. 246.
2^Maine Register (1820). p. 263.
29 Ib id . , pp. 265-266.
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From Portland to Boston
Via, Saco, Kennebunk, Waldo,.
York, Portsmouth in to Mass.
From Portland to Eastport
Via, Falmouth, N. Yarmouth,
Freeport, Brunswick, Bath,
Woolwich, Wiscasset, Sheepscot,
Nobleboro, Waldoboro, Warren,
Thomaston, Camden, Northport,
L in coln v ille, B elfast, Prospect,
Bucksport, Orland, B lu eh ill,
Ellsworth, Trenton, Sullivan,
Goldsboro, Steuben, Cherryfield,
Addison, Columbia, Jonesboro,
Machias, Eastport.
From Augusta to Anson
Via, Sidney, W aterville,
F a irfie ld , Bloomfield,
Norridgewock, Anson, Solon
From Machias to Calais
Machias, East River, Huntley's
Dennysville, Robbinston, Calais.

Upper road through Berwick
Via, Kennebunk, South Berwick,
Dover, P. Bridge, Portsmouth
From Portland to Bangor through
Brunswick
Via, Brunswick, Topsham,
Bowdoinham, L itch field ,
Gardiner, Hallowell, Augusta,
Vassalboro, China, Fairfax,
Unity, Jay, Dixmont, No. 2, 1st
Range, Hampden, Bangor
Upper road from Portland to
Augusta
Via, Gray, New Gloucester,
Lewistown ( s i c ) , Green,
Monmouth, Winthrop, Augusta,
Hallowell.
From Bloomfield to Bangor
Via, Bloomfield, C ornville,
Athens, Harmony, Ripley,
Dexter, Garland, Corinth,
Bangor.
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CHAPTER XII
SOCIAL LIFE
This chapter upon the socia l side of l i f e in 1820
w ill be treated under four main headings, namely, the temperance
question, the Masonic Lodges and other s o c ie tie s , the newspapers,
and fin a lly the general socia l l i f e o f the people.
Temperance
In 1820 the problem o f proh ibition , or as i_t--was then
called temperance, was rapidly coming to the fron t.

Neal Dow

said that at that time (1820) and fo r th irty years a fter, Maine's
people consumed more intoxicating liquor in proportion to their
numbers than the people of any other state.'*'

This may be attributed

in a large measure to the employment of a large portion of her
male population in industries which fo r several months in each
year kept the men separated from th eir fam ilies and deprived of
the "restraining, conserving, and elevating influences of home
life ".

In the end th is meant the excessive use of stimulants to

the temptation of which they were constantly exposed.
Among the leading.industries were lumbering and fish in g.
The hardships of lumbering were varied and exacting.

The men had

to work a ll day in the severest weather of Maine's rugged climate.1
2
1Dow: p£. c i t ., p. 167.
2Ib id . , pp. 167-168..

-2 6 7 -

At night rest and shelter were secured at the expense of fresh
air in over-crowded log huts.

Recreation fo r the long evenings

was found in cards, singing, dancing, s to r y -te llin g , and liquor
drinking.

In the spring the log drive added to the hardships

and also to the drinking.

3

In the coast towns fish in g was the leading occupation
fo r those who did not become lumbermen.

Their hardships were as

severe as those of the lumbermen and they were exposed to greater
dangers and temptations.3
45
There was at the time a prevailing opinion that liquor
was a panacea for a ll complaints, a protection against a ll forms
of exposure, a r e lie f from fatigue and pain, and fo r other dis
comforts incident to hard labor and extremes of heat and cold.
This made it s use general among fishermen and lumbermen and it
was even an important part of their daily rations.
The common drink was rum.

5

Manufactured lumber and the

products of the fish e rie s were exported in large quantities to
the West Indies, and in return rum and molasses were brought back,
the la tte r being mostly converted into rum at the numerous
d i s t i ll e r ie s .

As a result men’ s earnings were wasted and their

3Dow: 0£. c i t ., pp. 167-168.
4Ib id . , p. 169.
5I b id ., p. 169.

-2 6 8 -

capacity to earn was greatly impaired.

"The working men and

their fam ilies were always p o o r."0
In Portland the laboring men were accustomed to quit
work at eleven in the morning and four in the afternoon to drink.
"The eleven o 'clo ck b e ll was sounded by the town b e ll-r in g e r , to
n otify a l l , of the hour to drink, as regularly as the nine o'clock
b e ll was rung in the evening."

7

I f one had looked at the account books of the time, he
would not have been surprised to fin d that the majority of the
Q
entries were fo r liquor in some form.
Hon. James M. Leach, a
member of the constitu tional convention of the state and also of
the Senate to ld General Dow that 11i t could be proved by the old
account books in existence in Raymond, that i t s people consumed
more strong drink in every period of eighteen years, than the
g
entire valuation of the town".
In Fryeburg there were twenty widows, whose husbands
had been "k ille d by drink".

Fryeburg was by no means exceptional

in the matter of intemperance and may be considered as fa ir ly
representative of the state at large in that p a rticu la r.8
10
9

8Dow: 0£. c i t . , pp. 169-170.
7Ib id . , p. 158.
8Ib id . , p. 171.
9I b id ., p. 174.
10I b i d ., p. 175.
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General Dow explained that he did not mean to say
that a ll or even a major part o f Maine’ s population suffered
from excessive indulgence in intoxicants.

However, he did

clea rly show that even where liquor was indulged in by a
minority it s e ffe cts f e l l upon the whole community.11
At the time of her admission to the Union, Maine
inherited the Laws of Massachusetts and her f i r s t le g isla tio n
in no way modified those relating to the liquor t r a f f ic .

The

f ir s t law of her own, bearing upon that subject, was passed
March 20, 1821.
d olla rs.

It was a licen se law ca llin g fo r a fee of six

Gambling on licensed premises was prohibited.

drinking was not to be allowed.

Excessive

Minors were not to be furnished

with drink without the special permission of th eir parents. 12

Soon

the licensing law of the state was changed so that the licen sin g
board of towns "may licen se as many persons of sober l i f e and
conversation, and suitably q u a lified for the employment, as they
may deem necessary".
At the annual town meeting in 1823, Portland voted:
"That the inspector of the p o lice department be instructed to
make complaint to the proper authority against a ll such persons

■^Dow: ojq. c l t . , pp. 176-177.
12Ib id . , p. 221.
13Ib id . , p. 158.
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as shall presume to r e t a il spirituous liquors in this town without
being duly lice n s e d ".14

It would appear that other people besides

respectable citizen s were engaged in the t r a f f i c , for at the same
town meeting the town voted:

"That the selectmen be requested to

grant licen ses in future to no persons as re ta ile rs of spirituous
liquors unless they are s a tis fa c to r ily recommended for that
„ 15
purpose".
Even respectable women drank.

'.'The statement, that

respectable women, who came from the outposts of the v illa g e
[Brunswick} to market and purchase goods, did occasionally c a ll
for a glass to drink in the store, is confirmed by eye-witnesses
s t i l l liv in g jjL892j.

And why should this p ractice appear strange,

when the most respectable and in flu en tia l men in our v illa g e kept
those stores, and when it was the custom of every family in good
standing to keep in toxicatin g liquors to use as a beverage, rank
ing them among the necessaries of l i f e ; and when it was considered
mean not to o ffe r them to guests! — The Minister of the Gospel in
his parochial c a lls , and the family physician were specially
treated.

The customs prevailing here were practiced throughout
16
our whole country in up to about (s ic ) 1824."

14pow: 0£. c i t . , p. 158.
15I b id ., p. 158.
G riff in , Joseph, History of the Press of Maine, Brunswick, Me.,
1872, p. 84.
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Temperance reform in Maine was born in the church.

In

it s infancy it was almost wholly dependent upon religiou s leaders
and teachers. 17 The outstanding body favoring temperance and
fighting liquor in Maine in 1820 was the "Sixty-N iners", so-ca lled
from the fa ct that Dr. Payson and Dr. Nichols, together with sixtyseven others formed the society in 1816 in the Quaker meeting
.house. 18
It was esp ecia lly sign ifica n t and important that the
temperance reformation in Maine, in it s purely moral phase,
should have had it s b irth in Portland.
head o f the liquor t r a f f ic in Maine."

"Portland was the fountain
Since it was the nearest

important point in the state to the West Indies a great part of
i t 8 large commercial business was with those islands and depended
in great measure upon liq u or. 19 In 1823 the population of
Portland was nine thousand and there were over two hundred
licensed places in the town. 20
For quite a few years only a few interested in the
reform believed in the necessity of to ta l abstinence.

About a ll

that could be expected of even the most earnest temperance men of

17

Dow: op . c i t . , p. 198.
18I b id ., pp. 184-192.
19Ib id . , p. 191.
20I b id ., p. 158.
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that day was to condemn drunkenness in others, and always to
he moderate in their own drinking.

Even Neal Dow himself up

to the time that he was twenty-five f e lt i t unwise to advocate
the abandonment of the ligh ter grades of intoxicating liq u o r s .21The f ir s t society in the state to adopt the pledge
of tota l abstinence was the one organized in 1827 in the town
of New Sharon.22
The Masonic Lodges
In Maine in 1820 there was a Grand Lodge of Masons,
four Arch Chapters and th irty-th ree Lodges.

The f ir s t Masonic

Lodge in Maine was in stitu ted in Portland in 1769.

The Grand

Lodge, as w ill be explained, was established in Portland during
23
the f ir s t session o f the state leg isla tu re.
Before the Grand Lodge was consecrated and the o ffic e r s
in sta lled , a convention was held to elect men fo r the p osition s.
24
The follow ing notice explains i t .
At a Masonic Convention holden in th is town on
Thursday la s t , the follow ing Right Worshipful brethren were
elected and appointed to the respective grand o ffic e s as
follow s:

21Dow: pp. e f t . , pp. 192-193.
22Ib id . , p. 198.
23
Varney, Young P eopled H istory, p. 244.
24
Sprague: op., c i t . , Vol. VIII, pp. 27-28. ( Eastern Argus,
June 6, 1820.)
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Hon. William King, Esq. Grand Master
Simon Greenleaf, Deputy Grand Master
William Swan, Senior Grand Warden
Nathaniel C offin, Junior Grand Warden
Joseph M. Gerrish, Grand Treasurer
Robert P. Dunlap, Corresponding Grand Secretary
William Lord, Recording Grand Secretary
Joseph E. Foxcroft, Grand Marshall
Rev. G. W. Olney, Grand Chaplain
Henry W. F u ller, Senior Grand Deacon
Josiah C a lif, Junior Grand Deacon
William Terry, Jesse Robinson, Eleazer Wyer,
Nelson Racklyft, Grand Stewards
George Thacher, Jr. Grand Sword Bearer
Seth Clark, John P. Boyd, Pursuivants
William Stevens, Grand Tyler

Then on June 24 came the grand ju b ilee and in sta lla tion .
25
Here follow s a description of the proceedings.
On Saturday la st the Grand Lodge, Free and Accepted
Masons of Maine was consecrated and it s o ffic e r s in sta lled in
this town, in presence of the most numerous concourse of citizen s
we re co lle c t ever to have seen on any occasion in Maine. The
scene was rendered doubly interesting by the presence of our
Chief Magistrate as Grand Master of Masons in Maine, and by the
attendance of the Grand Lodge o f New Hampshire. At 11 o 'clo ck
A.M. the Grand Lodge o f New Hampshire was introduced to the Grand
Lodge of Maine, by whom they were received in ancient form,
a ffection a tely welcomed by the Grand Master in the chair, who
delivered a suitable address on the occasion. At 12 o 'clo ck a
procession was formed of the new Grand Lodge and about three
hundred of the fra te rn ity , which escorted the Grand Lodge of
New Hampshire to the Rev. Mr. Payson's meeting house.
Here were held appropriate exercises, the prayer was
offered by the Rev. President o f Bowdoin College, and an elegant
and in structive oration delivered by J. H. Sheppard of Wiscasset.
The prayer of consecration was by Rev. Mr. Tilton of Scarborough.
At the close of the ceremonies of consecrating the lodge and2
5

25Sprague:

0£. c i t . , Vol. VIII, p. 27.' ( Eastern Argus, June 27,
1820).
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in sta llin g the o ffic e r s , the brethren returned to Masons Hall
and partook of a rich repast, a fter which were toasts and
responses. The f ir s t toast was by the Grand Master, Governor
King, and was: "The memory of our departed Grand Master —
the illu s tr io u s Washington".

At d ifferen t times Royal Arch Chapters were in sta lled .
Here is the notice fo r one such occasion. 26
MASONIC
Montgomery Chapter of Royal Arch Masons w ill be
consecrated and it s o ffic e r s in sta lled in due form, at Bath, on
Tuesday, the eighteenth day of July instant; by the Most Excellent
Grand Chapter of the State of Massachusetts.
Brethren of the fra tern ity are resp ectfu lly requested
to attend on th is in teresting occasion.
By order of M. E. High Priest
David Stinson
Bath, July 6, 1820
Secretary of Montgomery Chapter
N.B. Tickets fo r the public dinner may be procured
at the Lincoln Hotel kept by Mr. Matthews.

The leading Masonic bodies in 1820 were as follow s:^ 7
Mount Vernon Chapter of Royal Arch Masons Portland
Annual meeting 3d Mon. Oct. Stated
meetings 3d Mon. of each autumn and
winter mos.
Portland Lodge
Stated meetings 2d Wed. in each month
York Lodge. Kennebunk
Reg. meetings, Monday or on preceding,
the day o f f u l l moon.
Cumberland Lodge, New Gloucester
Reg. meetings on Monday, preceding f u l l moon.
^ Eastern Argus, Portland, Me., July 11, 1820, Vol. XVII, No. 891,

p. 3.
37Maine Register (1820) , pp. 149-153.
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Solon Lodge, Bath
Reg. communications, 1st Thurs. in month.
Antient Land Mark Lodge, Portland
Reg. Coram. 1st Wed. in month.
United Lodge, Brunswick
Reg. Comm. 3rd Tuesday i n month.
Tranquil Lodge, Minot
Reg. Meetings, on Wed, preceding fu ll moon.
Oriental Lodge, Thomaston
Reg. meetings on Mon. preced. fu ll moon.
Temple Lodge, Winthrop
Monday preced. f u l l moon.
Blazing Star Lodge, Rumford
Oriental Lodge, Bridgton
Monday preceding f u l l moon.
Hancock Lodge, Castine
2d Thursday in month.
Rising Virtue Lodge, Bangor
Tuesday preceding f u l l moon.
F e lic ity Lodge, Bucksport
Monday preceding f u l l moon.
Adoniram Lodge, Limington
In sta lled , June 11, 1819.
Montgomery Chapter of Royal Arch Masons*
In s t. at Bath, A. L. 5819.

♦Maine Register (1820), p. 268.
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Other S ocieties
Other so cie tie s existing in 1820 whose objects were
mainly so cia l were as follow s: 28
Portland Marine Society
Inc. 1796 - with a fund of
#4000 and over. Annual
meeting third Tuesday in Dec.

Portland Benevolent Society
Inc. 1805. Annual meeting
2d Wed. in Oct.

Bucksport Female Charitable Society
Inst. Jan. 1, 1815.

EaBtport Mechanic Assoc.

Thomaston Charitable Society
Inc. 1819.

Maine Charitable Mechanic Assoc
Meetings held f ir s t Tuesdays
of October and A pril.

Waldoboro Female Religious Society
In st. May 1809.

Wiscasset Female Asylum

Here is a ty p ica l notice o f a meeting.

pq

Notice is hereby given that the Somerset Association
for the Reformation o f Morals, w ill hold th eir annual meeting,
at the Court House in Norridgewock on the third Wednesday in
February next, at 1 o 'c lo c k P. M. A discourse is to be delivered
on the occasion.
The Standing Committee are requested to meet at the
same p lace, at 10 o 'c lo c k A.M.
Joseph Peet, Sec'y.
Norridgewock, Jan. 12, 18202

2%aine Register (1820),no. 144-145.
American Advocate and Kennebec Advertiser, Hallowell, Me.,
January 29, 1820, V ol. XI, no. 3, p. 4.
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The Newspapers
Since newspapers mirror the social l i f e of a people
it w ill not be out of place to devote a section of this chapter
to them.

In 1820 there were the following newspapers in Maine:

Portland Gazette and Eastern Argus, Portland; Weekly V is ito r ,
Kennebunk; Hallowell Gazette. American Advocate and Kennebec
A dvertiser, Hallowell; Bangor Weekly R egister, Bangor; Maine
In te llig e n ce r, Brunswick; Maine Gazette, Bath; Eastport Sentinel,
Eastport3^; Lincoln Telegraph, Wiscasset: .and Hancock Gazette,
B e lfa s t.31
The follow ing newspapers had either gone out of
existence or changed th eir names by 1820:

Falmouth Gazette and

Weekly Advertiser32 (1785, the f i r s t newspaper in the D istrict
of Maine ; Eastern Herald, and Oriental Trumpet. Portland;
Kennebec In te llig e n ce r, Hallowell; and Castine Journal, Castine.

3

After a b r ie f sketch of the editors of Maine's f ir s t
newspaper, there w ill follow the history of each newspaper up to
and about 1820.

30Gr i f f i n : op,, c i t . p. 9.
^ Proceedings o f the American Antiquarian Society, Worcester, Mass.,
1914, New Series, Vol. XXIV, pp. 417-450.
^ Falmouth Gazette and Weekly Advertiser changed it s name quite
a few times, and 1820 was called the Portland Gazette.
^ G r iffin : op. c i t . , p. 9.
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Benjamin Titcomb, on the f ir s t day of January 1785
"struck o f f with his own hands the f ir s t sheet ever printed in
Maine".

In 1820, as Elder Titcomb of the Baptists, he was

elected a delegate to the convention that formed the Constitution
o f Maine.

At the request of General King he opened the convention

with prayer.

He was one of the origin al trustees of Waterville
College and took great interest in that in stitu tion . 34William W illis came to Portland in 1819 and was engaged

by Shirley to furnish ed itoria l a r tic le s for the Gazette.

"It

was the f i r s t instance in which the o ffic e of editor was separated
from the business of the publisher, and marks an epoch in the
lo ca l h istory of journalism." 35
The newspapers have been arranged alphabetically by
towns.
The f ir s t newspaper published at A lfred was the Columbian
Star.

It was begun in 1824 by James Dickman in support of W. H.

Crawford for the Presidency.®®
The newspapers published in Augusta were the Stax
(1794), Kennebec In telligen cer (1795), and Augusta Patriot (1817).
These lasted but a few years each and died from want of patronage.
Also the Herald of Liberty was published u n til 1815 by Peter Edes,

®^Griffin: op>. c i t . , p. 34.
55Ib id . , p. 38.
56Ib id . , p. 127.
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who then moved, to Bangor.

rzn

The next paper to he published

after the Augusta Patriot was the Kennebec Journal in 1823.39
The fir s t paper to be published at Bangor was the
Bangor Weekly R egister.

This was published by Peter Edes and

was non-partisan in p o lit ic s .

"A topic which occupied a large

space in it s columns through many numbers was the separation of
Maine from Massachusetts.

The weight o f the argument and the

vote of Bangor, was in favor of separation.” 39

The following

is the advertisement of the paper as inserted by Peter Edes.40
Conditions of the Register
The price of the Register is two dollars per annum
(exclusive of postage)- one-half to be paid at entrance, after
which payments to be made h a lf-y ea rly . Country produce w ill be
received in part pay at cash p rice.
Subscriptions w ill be received for any term of time
not less than three months, and any subscriber w ill be at lib e rty
to withdraw his name upon paying the balance due. Those who
subscribe fo r three months only must pay the whole in advance.
It w ill be issued every week on Saturday morning,
and conveyed to subscribers with a ll possible dispatch.
Terms of Advertising
For an advertisement which makes one square, or space
of equal length and breadth, 1 d o lla r. For the smallest advertise
ments, 75 cents. Notices of Executors and Administrators 1 dollar.
N.B. All advertisements must be accompanied with the
pay.
Printing executed with neatness and dispatch.

^ G r iffin : op. c i t . , p. 92.
30I b id . , p. 274. (Appendix)
39Ib id . , p. 128.
40Bangor Weekly R egister, Bangor, Me., May 17, 1817, Vol. I I ,
No. 78, p. 1.
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In 1817 the above paper became the Bangor Register
under James Burton, J r ., and was published u n til 1831.

’’That

was the day when lo t t e r ie s were favored in Maine, and by uniting
the sale of lottery tick e ts with the printing business, these
gentlemen kept the Register at work."

It advocated the National

Republican cause.

In 1824 the Penobscot Gazette was published in
opposition to the Bangor Register. It lasted un til 1827. 41
The f i r s t newspaper at Bath was published December 8,

1820,

It was the Maine G azette.^

Here is it s advertisement.4^

Maine Gazette
Printed and Published on Fridays by
Torrey and Simpson
At their o f f ic e , Front Street, over the Bath Bank
at $2 per ann. in advance
Letter Press Printing w ill be executed with
neatness and attention.

The Maine Gazette was followed in 1824 by the Maine
Inquirer.

It was published by Thomas Eaton and held Democratic

doctrines, being the f i r s t paper in New England to advocate the
election of General Jackson fo r President.4
44
*4
1
No newspaper enterprise was undertaken at Belfast
u n til 1820.

On July 6, of that year the Hancock Gazette was

41G riffin : op. c i t . , p. 129.
43I b id . , pp. 166-167.
4M aine Gazette, Bath, Me., December 8, 1820, Vol. I , No. 1, p. 4.
44G riffin : pp. c i t . , p. 167.
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published th ere.4^ The follow ing is the advertisement of the
paper.46
The Hancock Gazette — published by Fellowes and Simpson
Every Thursday - price two dolla rs per annum, exclusive
of postage, payable h alf yearly in advance
Advertisements w ill be inserted at one dollar per square
fo r three in sertion s, and seventeen cents
fo r every subsequent in sertion.

In the issue of December 14, 1820, the Hancock Gazette
became the Hancock Gazette and Penobscot P a trio t. 47 The reason
for th is change was stated to be "the discontinuance of the
Bangor Weekly Register and a wish to secure patronage in
A O

Penobscot County". °

In 1826 th is paper became the Belfast

Gazette, but lasted only fo r a short period.

In 1823 the

Juvenile Magazine was published "for the amusement and instruction
of young persons, and the use o f schools and fa m ilies".

It was

published once a month, was 36 pages in volume and cost |1.00 for
a yearly subscription.

, 49

Only one number appeared.

The f ir s t newspaper in Brunswick was issued by Joseph
G riffin , in September 1820, under the name of the Maine
In te llig e n ce r. 66

It was edited by John M. O'Brien, Esq. who

45G riffin : op . c i t . , p. 158.
4%ancock Gazette, B elfa st, Me., July 6, 1820, Vol. I, No. 1, p. 1.
^ Hancock Gazette and Penobscot P a trio t, December 14, 1820, Vol. I,
No. 24, p. 1.
46G riffin : op. c i t . , p. 158.
49I
b id ., p. 159.
5Q-----Varney, G. J ., Gazetteer of Maine, p. 32.
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graduated from Bowdoin College in the class of 1806, but was
given up at the end of six months since it was not renumera51
tiv e .
The follow ing was the customary n otice to be found in
each e d it io n .^
Maine In telligen cer
Printed every Friday by Joseph G riffin , Brunswick
Price per annum $2.00;
Half in advance, the remainder in one year
Country Produce w ill be taken in payment
for this paper.
Advertisements inserted in th is paper at
the customary p rices.

In the autumn of 1823 the Kennebec Journal was
53
established by Luther Severance and Russel Eaton.
On July 17,
1824, there appeared the f ir s t issue of the Maine Baptist Herald.
It was the f i r s t paper ever published in the United States
coinciding fu lly with the fa ith and practices o f the prim itive
B a p tists.5^
The f ir s t newspaper at Bucksport was the Maine Gazette,
issued by W. W. Clapp in July, 1805.

It was a strong Federalist

paper and received lib e r a l support fo r the six years of it s
ex isten ce.55
5]-G riffin : op. c i t . , p. 73.
52Maine In te llig e n ce r, Brunswick, Me., September 23, 1820, Vol. I ,
No. 2, p. 6.
53Varney, Gazetteer o f Maine, p. 32.
5^G riffin: op. c i t . , p. 74.
55I b id ., pp. 113-114.

-2 8 3 -

At Castine newspapers began at an early date.

The

f ir s t one was the Castine Gazette published by Da.niel S. Waters
in 1798.

In 1799 the Castine Journal and Advertiser commenced

publication.

At f i r s t , it was on the Federalist side, but la ter

changed to beoome a Jefferson supporter.

It was sh ort-lived .

The Castine Eagle was published by Samuel Hall at $2.00 a year.
It was started November 4, 1809 and lasted but a short time.

CTC

The Eastport Sentinel published at Eastport in 1818 was
the f i r s t newspaper printed in Washington County.

It was Federal

and Whig in p o l i t i c s .5
575
6
8 Here is an advertisement of i t s e l f . 88
Eastport Sentinel
Published Every Saturday
By Benjamin Folsom
Water S treet, opposite Washington Street,
at 3 d o lls . 50 c ts . per yeaT
one-half payable in advance
Advertisements inserted once fo r one dollar
per square and twenty-five cents fo r every
succeeding in sertion .
Printing of a ll kinds neatly executed and
on reasonable terms.
Communications, advertisements, e t c ., by
mail must be Post Paid.

The f ir s t paper to be published at Ellsworth was the
Independent Courier (1 8 2 6 ).59

56G riffin : op. c i t . , pp. 112-113.
57I b id ., p. 147.
58Ea8tport Sentinel and Passamaquoddy A dvertiser, April 17, 1819,
Vol. I , No. 34, p. 1.
59C riffin : op. p i t . , p. 114.
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One of the ea rliest papers published in Maine was
the Echo or North Star established in 1798 at Fryeburg by
Elizah Russell.

It lasted only a year.®^

The f ir s t paper established at Gardiner was the
Eastern Chronicle (1 8 2 4 ).^
Hallowell seems to have been a popular place fo r
newspapers.

The f i r s t one was the Eastern Star in 1794.

became the Tocsin in 1795.
was published by Peter Edes.

This

In 1795 the Kennebec In telligen cer
In 1800 this became the Kennebec

Gazette, and in 1810 the Herald of Liberty.

The American

Advocate (la te r the American Advocate and Kennebec Advertiser)
(1810), a Democratic Republican paper, and the Hallowell
Gazette (1814), a Federalist paper, were s t i l l in existence in
1 8 2 0 . Here are the regular advertisements of the last two
papers.
American Advocate and Kennebec Advertiser^
Terms of This Paper.
Two dollars a year, exclusive of postage, one-half in
advance. No paper discontinued u n til a ll arrearages are paid.
Subscriptions cannot be received fo r a shorter term than three
months.

^ °G riffin : op. c i t . . p. 118.
61Ib ld . , p. 100.
62I b id ., pp. 87-88. (Mr. Goodale was the proprietor and founder
of the f i r s t bookstore east of Portland. It was the
ch ief book publishing house in the state for many years.
G riffin , p. 90.)
^ American Advocate and Kennebec A dvertiser, Hallowell, Me.,
January 9, 1819, Vol. IX, No. 52, p. 1.
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Advertisements conspicuously inserted and on the
usual terms. Printing — Books - Pamphlets, Blanks, Cards,
Hand h i l l s , e t c ., neatly executed at this o f f i c e , at short
n otice.

Hallowell Gazette6^7
Published
Every Wednesday Morning By
Ezekiel Goodale
Conditions
Two dollars a year exclusive of postage
One dollar payable in advance. No subscription
Received for a term less than six months. No paper
can be discontinued, un til a ll arrearages are paid,
unless the account be put in su it.
Advertisements not exceeding a square
inserted three times fo r one dollar — every
after in sertion twenty cents.
Printing in a ll variety executed with
neatness and dispatch and on reasonable terms.

Newspapers began fa ir ly early at Kennebunk.

The

f ir s t one was published there in 1803 and lasted for about two
years.

It was the Annals of the Times.

In 1805 the Kennebunk

Gazette began publication; later it became the Weekly V isitor
and was continued u n til 1842 by James K. Remick and afterwards
by his son. 5

The follow ing is the notice of the Weekly V isitor.

64Hallowell Gazette, Hallowell, Me., April 14, 1819, Vol. VI, No. 15
p. 1.
65G riffin : 0£. c i t . , p. 124.
^ Weekly V is it o r , Kennebunk, Me., June 30, 1821, Vol. X III, No. 4,
p. 4.
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Print ed. by James K. Remick
Opposite the Meeting House, Kennebunk.
One dollar 50 cents per annum - payable half yearly
in advance.
Wo subscription received for a less term than six
months: and no paper discontinued t i l l a ll arrearages are paid.
Those who neglect to pay fo r their paper more than one month
after the expiration of the year the price w ill be enhanced
twenty-five cents.

The f ir s t newspaper printed in Machias was the Eastern
Star3 established by Jeremiah 0. Balcli, December 3, 1823.

It

lasted only u n til 1824.
The Somerset Journal was issued at Norridgewock May 15,
1823 and was the f i r s t newspaper printed in Somerset County.

It

was published by Copeland and Edes (nephew o f Peter Edes) for
$2.00 a year.

The paper upon which the Journal was printed cost

$2.00 a ream, delivered.

It was manufactured at the Gardiner

m ill, which at that time was the only paper m ill in the s ta te .88
The f ir s t paper at Norway was the Oxford Observer
started by Asa Barton in 1826.

It lasted but a short time.

C Q

The Oxford Observer mentioned above was f ir s t published
at Paris, by Asa Barton who moved to Norway in 1826.

67G riffin j op. c i t . , pp. 153-154.
88I b id ., pp. 179-181.
69I b i d . , p. 118.

"Village 6
*
7
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riv a lry made the citize n s of Norway ambitious to have a newspaper.
An arrangement was made with Mr. Barton to move to that place.
By the aid of an ox team the whole thing was accomplished in a
single night in December, 1826, without the knowledge of the
70

citizen s of P a ris.n

The Eastern Argus was published at Portland in 1803. 71
Here is it s customary n o t ic e .^
Eastern Argus, Portland, Maine
Printed by Francis Douglas
Publisher of the Laws of the United States
Price $2.00 per year - l /2 in advance
$2.50 i f not paid before end of year.

In 1806 the Freeman's Friend was established in
Portland.
few years.

It was neutral in p o l it ic s , and lasted but a very
7-T

to the pu blic.

In 1821 the Independent Statesman made it s bow
It was established to advocate the election of

General Joshua Wingate, Jr. for Governor of the state, in
opposition to Albion K. Parris, the Democratic nominee, who
received the support of the Eastern Argus.

Joseph G riffin was

the f i r s t publisher and later took in Amos 0. Tappan as partner.7
*4740

70G r i f f i n :
o p . c i t . , p . 120.
7* I b i d . , p. 9 .
'^ Eastern A r g u s , P o r t l a n d , Me., December 21, 1819, V ol. XVII,
No. 850, p. 1.
73Gr i f f i n :
op. c i t . , p . 51.
74I b i d . , p . 52.
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The Christian In telligen cer published at the Argus o ffic e of
Todd and Smith was the f i r s t organ of the Universalists in the
state.

It was established in September 1821 by Rev. Russell

Streeter at f i f t y cents per year. Its subscribers increased
rapidly. 75 Another pioneer of the religiou s press was the
Christian Mirror established at Portland in 1822.7^ The Wreath,
a family paper, was established in 1822 by John Edwards. 77
The f ir s t paper at Saco was the Freeman^ Friend.
was published by William Weeks and was sh ort-lived .

It

The Maine

Palladium was published in 1820 by Putnam and Blake, and lasted
u n til 1830.7
787
*7
5
9
The f ir s t paper in what is now Knox County was the
Thomaston R egister.

It was established May 17, 1825 as a

weekly by Jonathan R u ggles.^
The newspapers of Wiscasset are of early origin .
The f i r s t one was the Telegraph published in 1798.

The Eastern

Repository was established in 1805 and lasted u n til 1808.

In

1820 the Lincoln Telegraph was established by Samuel B. Dana
but lasted only u n til 1821.

75Gr i f f i n : o
?6Ib id . , p.
77Ib id . , p.
78Ib id . , p.
79 I b id . , p .

p . c i t . , p. 66.
64.
54.
124.
191.

In 1821 it s place was taken by the
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Lincoln In telligen cer which lasted u n til 1831.
published by John Dorr. 80
of the Lincoln Telegraph.

This was

The follow ing is an advertisement
O “I

Lincoln Telegraph
published
Every Thursday Morning
Conditions
Two dollars a year exclusive of postage; One dollar
payable in advance. No subscription received for a terra less
than six months. No paper can be discontinued u n til a ll
arrearages axe paid; unless the account be put in suit.
Advertisements not exceeding a square, inserted
three times for one dollar — Every after insertion twenty
c ent s .
Printing done at this o f f ic e , on reasonable terms.

Society
Society about the period of 1820 presented a very
a ttra ctive picture.

In the region around Hallowell and Augusta

one b r illia n t party follow ed another.

" In that day ---- people

were more hospitable and socia l than in our own modern times.
I f then a gentleman came down from Boston to v is it for a few
days some family, a party was at once got on foot fo r him.
Invitations would be sent to a ll genteel fam ilies within th irty
miles of Hallowell, from Old General Chandler's in Monmouth,
round by the Howards and Conys to Augusta; to the Lithgows, and

8^G riffin: 0|). c i t . , pp. 107-108.
81Lincoln Telegraph, Wiscasset, Me., May 11, 1820, Vol. I , No. 3,
p. 1.
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others at Dresden and Wiscasset, and so over to the Kings at
Bath, and to the Stanwoods at Brunswick.
was in vited.

Everybody came that

No weather kept them back ------ Snow fiv e feet

deep was no obstruction to these joyous party-goers. ---- The
master of the house would step out to receive his guests ---his hair powdered, h is knee and shoe buckles g litte rin g -----Before the newcomer had time to throw aside his overcoat
would ---- make him take a half tumbler of hot brandy toddy which
was kept hot and mixed by a white headed negro constantly in
attendance.

Then a nice glass of toddy was sent in to the lady

in the disrobing room, and usually cane back emptied!
days of old times were not exactly temperance times!

Those
When they

entered the rooms they found everybody dancing ------ There was
no waltzing, dances of that character were then unknown, but
minuets and contra dances (ca lled then country dances) were in
vogue.

By and by there was a movement into one of the rear or

perhaps an upper room where a long table was set out, laden with
every sort of a delicacy from a roast pig and a roast turkey to
a barberry ta rt.

Wines and strong waters sparkling red and amber

in the rich decanters, and for the old folk s there were pitchers
of nice cid er.
themselves.

Everybody was suited and everybody enjoyed

The minister was always there, ---- he always asked

a blessing (or rather made a prayer as was the custom) before

-2 9 1 -

they began to demolish the fa ir show upon the board.
11After the feast they returned to dancing which when
they were tired of i t , changed for games such as Button, Button,
Who's Got the Button, Hunt the Slipper, and Blindraan's B lu ff.
They usually wound up with Oats, Peas, Beans, and Barley-0; but
not before the day began to dawn.

One party at General Chandler's

at Monmouth was detained fo r three days by a block snow storm
and the s p ir it of joyous misrule reigned fo r three days within
the walls of that hospitable mansion."82
Some of the so cia lly prominent fam ilies about 1820 were
the Howards, Norths, Conys, Bridges, Fullers, and the Williams
fam ilies of Augusta.

Mrs. Susanna Cony, the wife of Judge Daniel

Cony and Mrs. Zilpha Ingraham Williams were the leading hostesses
of the day.88
It is indeed true that the people of 1820 were very
hospitable.

In every neighborhood there was certain to be one

home that was always the fa vorite gathering place.

A good

example was the home of Henry Holden in O tisfie ld .

The house was

situated just a few minutes walk from the church and every Sunday
the Holdens kept open house.

The minister often came Saturday

8%ason, Emma H., Old Hallowell on the Kennebec, Augusta, Me.,
1909, pp. 266-268.
85I b i d . , pp. 275-276.
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and stayed un til Monday.

Friends and rela tiv es who lived

several miles away would stop to bait their horses.

During

the hour and a half between sermons and in the evening the
house would be fu ll of people eager to partake of the generous
h osp ita lity offered them. 84
With a ll the round of parties and open houses people
found time to go to dances and various kinds of amusements and
ent ert ainm ent s .
Dancing
By 1820 dancing had already come to be looked on with
some degree of favor.
newspapers.

Frequent n otices are to be found in the

Dancing schools were popular.

L. Champrosay, a

teacher of dancing and music had many advertisements in the
newspapers of the period.

The follow ing are various examples

selected in order to give a picture of dancing exactly as i t
was in 1820.
Dancing Academy88
L. Champrosay, having obtained a school at Bath has
the honor to give n otice to the inhabitants of Brunswick and
-Topshara, that his school in the p o lite art of DANCING, commenced
la st evening at 6 o 'c lo c k , at Mr. Stoddards Hotel. His terms
are six dollars per quarter of twelve lessons — two dollars to
be paid in advanoe. After the f i r s t six weeks, the scholars
w ill form themselves in C otilion (s ic ) parties.

84Sprague:

op. c i t . , Vol. IX, p. 19.

88Malne I n t e llig e n c e r , Brunswick, Me., January 19, 1821, V ol. I ,
No. 18, p. 139.
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L. C. proposes to give some private lessons in the
French Language to the young ladies and gentleman (s ic ) of
Brunswick and Topsham.
Jan. 9, 1821.

Dancing School — Second Quarter8®
L. Ohamprosay
Thankful fo r the lib e ra l encouragement that he has
received w ill begin his second quarter for the instruction of
young Misses and Masters in the art of dancing, on Wednesday,
March 15th, 1820. School to begin at 3 o ’ clock in the
afternoon and continue t i l l fiv e every Wednesday and Saturday.
— Price 8 dollars per quarter, or 6 only for the scholars of
Mr. Ruggles $2 paid in advance.
No more than 16 scholars, and no less than 12 w ill
form a cla ss.
Evening School
L. 0. w ill also give 15 lessons in the evenings from
March 13th up to April 30th, 1820 from 7 o 'c lo c k t i l l nine,
should 12 scholars (and no less) apply to him on or before
March 16th, Days of attendance determined .thereafter. — Prices
$5, $2 of which paid in advance.

O o ttillio n (s ic ) Parties87
L. Ohamprosay presents his compliments to the Ladies
and Gentlemen of his town and begs leave to inform them that his
C otillion Parties w ill commence at Concert H all, on Friday evening
next, 23d in st. Those ladies and gentlemen who wish to attend are
resp ectfu lly requested to leave th eir names with Mr. N. Cross
previous to Friday next.
Bath, Feb. 16, 1821.8

88Eastern Argus, Portland, Me., February 15, 1820, Vol. XVII,
No. 858, p. 3.
8?Maine Gazette, Bath, Me., February 16, 1821, Vol. I, No. 11,
p . 3.
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Tomorrow^
L. Champrosay's 2d quarter of Dancing w ill commence
at half past 2 o 'clo ck in the afternoon at Union Hall.
French Language
L. Champrosay (having aiready a few scholars for the
French Language) w ill wait upon four young ladies more to give
them lessons at their residence.
Rq
Exhibition and B all0
L. Champrosay intends to give an exhibition and b a ll
to each class of his scholars. The one for the class of 18 to
25 years, w ill take place on the 6th of March next and w ill be
considered as being
The Fourth of March Ball
The other one fo r the 1st cla ss, w ill take place on
Wednesday the 8th March next.
For tick ets and pa rticu la rs, apply to L. Champrosay.
He hopes that they w ill use their exertions to induce th eir
friends to join them.

Public dances were very rare but occasionally were
given, as it is to be seen from the follow ing n o tic e .90
Independence Ball
Those Gentlemen who are desirous of joining in a Ball
on the Evening of the sixteenth, the f ir s t day of the Independence
of Maine, are requested to meet This Evening, at Col. Burnham's
h otel, to make the necessary arrangements.8
9

88

Eastern Argus, Portland, Me., April 4, 1820, Vol. XVII, No. 865,
p. 3.
89I b i d ., February 29, 1820, Vol. XVII, No. 860, p. 3.
90I b i d . , March 14, 1820, Vol. XVII, No. 862, p . 3.
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Entertainments
The most interesting thing about musical and dramatic
entertainments in 1820 was the clever way in which the law was
circumvented.

In 1806 Massachusetts had passed a law against
dramatic and theatrical entertainments. 91 In general this law
said that i f a stage play, interlude, or other theatrical
entertainment were acted or carried on "for gain, p r o fit , or
other valuable consideration", the owner of the building would
fo r fe it $500 or less every time he broke the law.

Also every

actor had to pay $400.92
When Maine became a state she inherited this law along
with many others.

At the f ir s t session of the legislatu re

nothing was done concerning the above law and in the meantime
dramatic entertainments were held.

This is how it was done.

Some ingenious person had the b r illia n t idea of putting on a
musical entertainment with an entrance fee charged and in between
the parts a dramatic entertainment would be performed gra tis.
This device proved successful and no interference came from the
o ffic e r s of the law.94

91Edwards:
" ib i d . , p.
93I b id . , p.
" I b i d . , p.

Here are two typical advertisements of 9
*3
1

op. c i t ., p. 63.
63.
63.
63.
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entertainments calculated to circumvent the above law.
95
Union Hall
The Public are resp ectfu lly informed that there w ill be
A Concert o f Vocal & Instrumental Music
On Friday Evening, June 23d
Between the parts of the concert w ill be performed
(g ra tis) a fa v orite Comedy in 5 acts ca lled the
Soldiers Daughter
The whole to conclude with a Musical Entertainment
(g ra tis) ca lled
Of Age Tomorrow
Tickets of admission to the upper seats seventy-five
cents each; lower seats f i f t y cents — to be had of Mrs. Cutler,
at Union Hall from ten in the morning u n til the hour of commence
ment, where places fo r any number in the upper seats may be
secured.
N.B. Doors open at seven o'clo ck — to commence at
half past seven.

Union Hall96
The public are resp ectfu lly informed that there w ill
be a Concert of Vocal and Instrumental Music on Wednesday evening,
June 28.
Between the parts of the Concert w ill be performed
(g ra tis) a celebrated Tragedy in 5 acts, written by the Reverend
Mr. Hume, called
Douglas or The Noble Shepherd
to which w ill be added, a celebrated Comic Farce, in two acts
(g ra tis) called
The Bee Hive or Industry Must Prosper
For characters see b i l l s .
Tickets to be Concert Box 75, Pit 50 cents to be had
of Mrs. Cutler, at the Hall.
Doors open at seven o 'c lo c k — to commence at h alf past
seven.

^Eastern Argus, Portland, Me., June 23, 1820, Vol. XVII
p. 3.
96I b id . , June 27, 1820, V ol. XVII, No. 880, p. 3.

No. 879,
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After an outstanding play was given,the editor of a
newspaper would review i t .

In th is day of many criticism s and

reviews, it is interesting to read one characteristic of that
period. Q7’
The Forty Thieves
This grand and imposing speotacle was performed on
Wednesday evening to a b r illia n t and delighted audienoe, the
play is in i t s e l f in teresting without the aid of scenery, but
viewing i t , as we did, in connection with the splendid
decorations created by the taste and genius of Worrall, we
seemed for a while to be on fa iry ground. The parts were well
supported, and we trust that it w ill receive, as i t deserves,
the lib e r a l patronage of the pu blic. Miss Jones in Morgiana,
was as usual, fascinating, and Bray that enemy to loathed
melancholy, acquired fresh garlands. On the next representation
we do earnestly hope that the gentleman in the o i l jars w ill die
with more firmness. M ilton's infernal gates never produced half
the discord — they were indeed "ja r-rin g sounds". We think also
that the retinue of the magician might be altered to advantage.
Fraud, i f we might judge from his people, had just crept from a
"flou r b a rre l", and War might, with propriety have uttered "My
thoughts, I must confess, are turned on peace". Famine was
admirable, and must have been long in training, considering the
great plenty of bread corn.
The Forty Thieves was preceded by the pathetic ta le of
Ella Rosenberg. Here was a f ie l d fo r the exertion of greater
powers, and they were amply displayed. Duff is certainly a fin e
performer. His commanding fig u re, the expression of his .
countenance and the strength and richness of his voice arrest
attention; and in scenes of intense passion and feelin g , we have
seldom seen him surpassed. Pelby, in Storm is entitled to our
warmest praise. He has already attained a respectable rank, and
his reputation is increasing. Of Mrs. Powell, in the higher
walks o f the drama, i t were needless to speak. After an interval
of years she comes in renovated youth; and never did we behold
her with more pleasure than in the character of the wretched
E lla. She has added to her deserved ce le b rity , and must continue
a fa v orite of the public while talents can command respect, or
the domestic virtues our admiration and regard.
^ E a ste rn Argus. P ortlan d, Me., July 25, 1820, V ol. XVII, No. 893,
p . 2.
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It was the custom of the time for traveling companies
and shows to make tours of the towns, giving exhibitions and
entertainments o f various kinds.

Lectures on many subjects were

given fo r the enjoyment and instruction of the people.
of several types have been selected from the newspapers.
is a notice of a lectu re at Kennebunk. 98

Examples
Here

Chemical and Philosophical Lecture
The Ladies and Gentlemen of Kennebunk are informed
that a Chemical and Philosophical Lecture, w ill be given,
together, with a general Exhibition of the Gases, on Wednesday
evening next, at the Hall of Mr. Jefferd s, commencing at six
o 'c lo c k . The e la s t ic it y , resistance and pressure of the air
w ill be shewn (s ic ) by several experiments with the Air Pump.
The follow ing Gases w ill be exhibited, and th eir-properties and
chemical constitution illu stra ted by a number of experiments;
Oxygene ( s i c ) , Vital Air; Nitrogene ( s i c ) ; Carbonia Acid Gas,
Fixed Air; Hydrogene ( s i c ) , Inflammable Air; Carburetted
Hydrogene ( s i c ) , the gas used fo r gas lig h ts . The gas ligh ts
w ill of course be exhibited, and an account given of the method
of procuring the gas; Ammonical Gas, and the "Exhilarating Gas",
Nitrous Oxide.
The Exhilarating Gas w ill probably be respired by
several who may wish to make the Experiment, "the sensations
produced by inhaling th is gas are highly pleasurable, and are
said to resemble those attendant on the pleasant period of
in tox ica tion , i f any period can be so -ca lle d ". Great exhilara
tion and an irre sista b le propensity to laughter, a muscular
exertion, are the oijanary feelin gs it produces. The pleasant
sensations are not succeeded lik e those accompanying the grosser
elevation from fermented liq u ors, by an subsequent expression of
nervous energy.
John Locke
This Lecture presents to Ladies and Gentlemen an
opportunity of witnessing a large number of the most b r illia n t
experiments in philosophy and chemistry — which together with

^ Weekly V is it o r , Kennebunk, Me., June 10, 1818, Vol. IX, No.
25, p. 3.
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their appropriate explanations afford together with s c ie n tific
information an entertainment of superior and novel amusements.
Price of admittance 50 cents — Tickets may be had
at J e ffe r d 's Barr ( s i c ) .

Another n otice illu s tra te s an exhibition which was
intended to bring the people of Portland out in large numbers.®9
Philosophical Exhibition
At Capt. N itilto n 's Hotel
Mr. Brunei
A member of the Academy of Fine Arts and Sciences at
Paris, o f other P hilisophical Institu tions in Europe, and
Professor of Natural and Experimental Philosophy, has the honor
to inform the Ladies and Gentlemen of Portland and it s v ic in it y ,
that he w ill give two
B rillia n t Representations only v iz:
on Wednesday Evening Dec. 22d.
& Friday Evening 24th.
which for ingenuity and invention surpasses everything of the
kind heretofore seen in this town. He w ill astonish the beholders
by a great variety of Experiments in Philosophy and Illu sio n .
The exhibitor fla tte r s himself that his exertions to
please, w ill meet with the same approbation, as was received from
the surveyers of France, Prussia, Russia, and Germany; and la tely
from the enlightened c it ie s of New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore,
Washington, and Boston.
Among the great variety calculated to astonish the most
penetrating and discriminating observer w ill be the MAGIC BOX —
never attempted by any other person and the invention of which the
exhibitor claims as h is own. The surprising singularity o f the
Magic Box in rendering things v is ib le and in v is ib le , has been
allowed by connoiseurs to surpass everything of the kind ever
attempted by Mr. Brunei.
The Musical Dollar
which dances any time the company may require; the Magic Book;
the Conjurer's Portable Writing Desk, which objects scarce touch,
ere they loose (s ic ) their origin al appearance; the Urn of
Medicis — the three Oranges or Obedient Fruit — The Enchanted

^ Eastern Argus, Portland, Me., December 21, 1819, Vol. XVII,
No. 850, p. 3.
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Handkerchief — The Incomprehensible Column of Rosbach — The
Lady's Mirror or Nature's Real Painter; The Pyramid of Romanzoff
— The Obedient Orange Tree, the Accomodating Landlady, who
supplies the Public with any refreshments they may require at a
moments n otice.
The Promptitude and ingenuity of th is singular piece
of machinery has attracted the attention of a ll the learned in
Europe — Mr. B. fe e ls that confident it w ill meet with equal
applause here. The three Pyramids ■ transporting liquors
inconceiveably with many other Experiments too tedious to
enumerate.
N.B. Admittance 50 cents — Children h a lf-p rice .
Doors to be open at 6 o 'c lo c k — performance to
commence p recisely at l /2 past 6 — tick ets may be had at the
place of performance.

Ventriloquists were as common in 1820 as they are now.
The follow ing notice gives an example.100
Mr. Charles
The Ventriloquist
Has the honor to acquaint the Ladies and Gentlemen of
Portland that on Friday evening, May 18, in s t , he w ill exhibit
his popular Exhibition of Illu sion s in Ventriloquism,
Mechanical Games, and Philosophical Recreations, to commence
at eight o 'c lo c k in the evening.
N.B. Admittance 50 cents. The place and further
particulars w ill be made known by hand b i l l s tomorrow.

Although not a notice of an entertainment the following
advertisement is entertaining In i t s e l f . 101

100Portland Gazette, Portland, Me., May 15, 1821, Vol. XXIV,
No. 7, p. 3.
101Eastern Argus, Portland, Me., October 17, 1820, Vol. XVIII,
No. 905, p. 3.
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UGLY CLUB
Monstrum horrendum informe, ingens
Ugly Brothers 1— to your places—
Come, with a ll your ugly faces,
Ugly heads and ugly brows,
Ugly h air, which ugly grows,
Ugly gapes and ugly stares,
Ugly looks and ugly a irs,
Ugly mouths and ugly lip s ,
Ugly legs and ugly hips,
Ugly bodies and ugly dress,
Ugly lump of ugliness. —
Come, and attend the "Gathering” at the "Saloon",
th is evening, in accordance with the command of
our "Most Ugly Brother", made known unto you at
our la st adjournment.
Jedediah Cleishbottom, Sevator
Supper hot at 9.
On rare occasions splendid pageants were given in
memory of great events.

A good example was the celebration at

Bath in honor of the Landing of the Pilgrims.
Landing o f the Pilgrims
Friday last being the close of the second century
since the landing of the fathers at Plymouth, it was commemorated
in th is town with every demonstration of joy, and a high degree
of noble and generous enthusiasm. Though the day was pleasant,
the air was cold enough to remind us of the sufferings of the
Pilgrims on a stormy coast, and on a s te r ile and strange land,
without the shelter o f homes, and with a ll the fearfu l apprehen
sion of an unknown winter.
A procession, in which we noticed the Governor, and
several other distinguished gentlemen of the counties of Lincoln
and Cumberland, was formed at the Lincoln Coffee-House, under
the d irection of Maj. Sewall, and escorted to the North meeting
house by the Bath Light Infantry. The escort duly was performed
in a m ilitary style highly honourable to this company, and the
o ffic e r who then commanded. The a la crity with which it turned
out, the precision of it s uniform, were en titled to and received
many praises.
^-Q^Maine Gazette, Bath, Me., December 29, 1820, Vol. I , No. 4,
p. 2.
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The exercises in the meeting house were in conformity
to the follow ing order: — 1. Sound an Alarm, Handel. 2.
Selection from the Scriptures — 95th Psalm. 3. Give Honor to
the Lord, Kent. 4. Prayer. 5. Ode — “ Sons o f Renowned Sires,
etc. 6. Address: by A. Hammatt, Esq. 7. N ativity, Whitaker.
8. Lovely in the Face of Nature, Hadyn ( s i c ) . 9. Blow the
Trumpet, T. Purday. 10. Strike the Cymbal, Pucitta. 11. Hymn.
12. Benediction.
It is not in our power to express the high sa tisfa c
tion and delight which the above performances universally gave
to a numerous and respectable audience.
The Handel Society came forward with it s accustomed
public s p irit and brought a most valuable offe rin g . The citizen s
of th is town w ill remember the generous s a c r ific e s , which this
society has made in the cu ltivation of the noble science of
sacred music; we shall more particu larly be mindful, that whilst
it s members cheerfu lly devote th eir time and studies to the
improvement of their own ta ste, and so readily lend their aid in
contributing to our g r a tifica tio n and in struction, it is our
duty to encourage and cheer them, not only with smiles and
expressions of approbation, but with the means also of defraying
those expenses that are necessarily incurred in the ------ After
the exercise of the meeting-house were closed, a large company,
over whom Ebenezer Clapp, Esq. assisted by A. Browne, Esq. and
Drs. Lincoln and Stockbridge, presided, sat down at a dinner
provided by Capt. Mathews, in Wyman's Hall, appropriate in it s
kind, and creditable to the provider for it s neatness and plenty.'!
------ a splendid b a ll in the evening, the pleasures of which were
heightened by the presence of the Governor, closed our manifesta
tions of jo y , for the goodly inheritance we have derived from
the Pilgrim s.

One can almost see the people of 1820 a ll dressed up
to go to these entertainments.
beaver hats,

1 Q'Z

The men with th eir stylish

and the women with their busks and wasp waists

•^^Eastern Argus, Portland, Me., January 11, 1820, Vol. XVII,
No. 853. p. 1. (Many notices are to be found in other
is s u e s .)
■^^Poems and Satires on that prevailing fashion were common in
a ll the newspapers, especially the Eastern Argus.
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a ll delighted in being in the socia l whirl.

But after a ll is

not the tru ly happy l i f e depicted by the author of the following
quotation?

"How much superior to the happiness of Emperors and

Kings is that of the farmer who spends these long winter evenings
in the enjoyment of plenty, surrounded by a thriving family of
boys and g ir ls . — He can amuse and instruct his children — drink
his mug of cider — liv e in charity with a ll mankind — and o ffe r
his sincere acknowledgements to providence fo r it s bounties.

^ %aine Farmers* Almanack (1820) ,p. 7.
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3 and 4, 1821). Printed by James Burton, J r ., Bangor,
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Maine, State o f, Laws of the State of Maine passed, by the
Legislature at it s Session which commenced on Wednesday,
the t h ir t y -fir s t day o f May, and ended on the twentyeight day of June, A.D. 1830. Portland, Me., 1820.
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Me., 1873. Dresser-McLellan and Company.
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University of Maine, Orono, Me., 1 9 1 7 . (Unpublished
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Williamson, William D., The History of the State of Maine, 2 V ol.,
Hallowell, Me., 1832. Glazier, Masters and Company.
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New Map of Maine, Portland, Me., 1861. J. Chace, J r .,
and Company. Bailey & Noyes, Sanborn & Carter.
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Portland, Me., 1833. Charles Day & Co., Printers.
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New York, N. Y., 1930.

B. Bibliographies
American Antiquarian Society, Proceedings of the American Antiqua
rian Society (New Series, Vol. Apr. 8, 1914 to Oct. 21,
1914.) Worcester, Mass., 1914. The Davis Press.
American H istorical A ssociation, Annual Report of the American
H istorical Association fo r the Year 1908. Government
Printing O ffice , Washington, D. C., 1909. Vol. I.
(Report on the Archives of the State of Maine pp. 257318.)
Hasse, Adelaide R ., Index of Economic Material in Documents of the
States of the United States. Maine, 1820-1904.
Published by the Carnegie In stitu tion of Washington,
1907.
United States Library - Division of Manuscripts. Manuscripts in
Public and Private C ollections in the United States.
Washington, D. C., 1924. Government Printing O ffice.
Williamson, Joseph, A Bibliography of the State of Maine from the
Earliest Period to 1891 (2 Volumes), Portland, Me.,
1896. The Thurston Print.
W illis, William, "The Bibliography of the State of Maine".
Norton's Literary L etter, New York, N. Y., 1859. (No. 4)

-3 1 0 -

W illis, William, "A Descriptive Catalogue of Books and Pamphlets
Relating to the History and S ta tistics of Maine, or
Portions of I t " . (1869; H istorical Magazine, Morrisania,
N. Y ., March, 1870. New Series Vol. VII, No. I I I .
Henry B. Dawson.

N ote:-Frontispiece — Courtesy of American Antiquarian Society
Library.
— Courtesy of Miss Ruth Meservey and Mr. James
Map II
Pisco, both of the University of Maine.

